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FRIDAY, 31 JANUAEY, 1919.

War Office,
31st January, 1919.

His Majesty The KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers and Non-
Comniissioned Officers:—

Lt. (A./Maj.) Brett MacKay Cloutman,
M.C., 59th Fid. Coy., R,E., T.F.

For most conspicuous bravery on the 6th
November, 1918, at Pont-Sur-Sambre.

Maj. Cloutman, after reconnoitring the
river crossings, found the Quartes Bridge
almost intact but prepared for demolition.
Leaving his party under cover he went for-
ward alone, swam across the river, and,
having cut the " leads " from the charges,
returned the same way, despite the fact that
the bridge and all approaches thereto were
swept by enemy shells and machine-gun fire
at close range. Although the bridge was
blown up later in the day by other means,
the abutments remained intact.

T./Lt. Frederick William Hedges, Bedf. R.,
attd. 6th Bn., North'n R.

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive during the operations north-east of
Bousies on the 24th October, 1918.

He led his company with great skill
towards the final objective, maintaining
direction under the most difficult conditions.
When the advance was held up by machine-
gun posts, accompanied by one Serjeant and
followed at some considerable distance by a
Lewis-gun section, he again advanced and
displayed the greatest determination, captur-
ing six machine.guns and 14 prisoners.

His gallantry and initiative enabled the
whole line to advance, and tended largely to
the success of subsequent operations.

Capt. Coulsoii Norman Mitchell, M.C., 4th
Bn., Can. Engrs.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty on the night of 8th-9th October,
1918, at the Canal de L'Escaut, north-east
of Cambrai.
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He led a small party ahead of the first
wave of infantry in order to examine tht
various bridges on 1>he line of approach and,
if possible, to prevent their demolition.

On reaching the canal he found the bridge
already blown up. Under a heavy barrage
he crossed to the next bridge, where he cut
a number of " lead " wires. Then in total
darkness, and unaware of the position or
strength of the enemy at the bridgehead,
he dashed across the main bridge over the
canal. This bridge was found to be heavily
charged for demolition, and whilst Capt.
Mitchell, assisted by his N.C.O., was cutting
the wires, the enemy attempted to rush the
bridge in order to blow the charges, where-
upon he at once dashed to the assistance of
his sentry, who had been wounded, killed
three of the enemy, captured 12, and main-
tained the bridgehead until reinforced.

Then under heavy fire he continued his
task of cutting wires and removing charges,
which he well knew might at any moment
have been fired by the enemy.

It was entirely due to his valour and
decisive action that this important bridge
across the canal was saved from destruction.

Lt. Wallace Lloyd Algie, late 20th Bn., 1st
Central Ontario R.

For most conspicuous bravery and self-
sacrifice on the llth October, 1918, north-
east of Cambrai, when with attacking troops
which came under heavy enfilade machine-
gun fire from a neighbouring village.

Rushing forward with nine volunteers, he
shot the crew of an enemy machine gun, and,
turning it on the enemy, enabled his party
to reach the village. He then rushed
another machine gun, killed the crew, cap-
tured an officer and 10 enemy, and thereby
cleared the end of the village.

Lt. Algie, having established his party,
went back for reinforcements, but was killed
when leading them forward. His valour and
personal initiative in the face of intense fire
saved many lives and enabled the position to
be held.

No, 10864 O.S.M. Martin Doyle, M.M., 1st
Bn., B. -Muns. Fas. (New Boss, Co. Wexford).

For most conspicuous bravery on the 2nd
September, 1918, near Biencourt, when as
Acting! 'Company Serjeant-Major, command
of the company devolved upon him conse-
quent on officer casualties.

Observing that some of our men were
surrounded by the enemy, he led a party to
their assistance, and by skill and leadership
worked his way along the trenches, killed
several df the enemy and extricated the
party, carrying back, under heavy fire, a
wounded officer to a place of safety. Later,
seeing a Tank in difficulties, he rushed for-
ward under intense fire, routed the enemy
who were attempting to get into it, and pre-
vented the advance of another enemy party
collecting for a further attack .on the Tank.
An enemy machine gun now opened on the
Tank at close range, rendering it impossible
to get the wounded away, whereupon C.S.M.
Doyle, with great gallantry, rushed forward,
and, single-handed, silenced the machine
gun, capturing it with three prisoners. He
•then carried a wounded man to safety under
very heavy fire.

Later in the day, when the enemy counter-
attacked his position, he showed great power
of command, driving back the enemy and
capturing many prisoners. Throughout the
whole of these operations C.S.M. Doyle set
the very highest example to all ranks by his
courage and total disregard of danger.

No. 472168 Serjt. Hugh Cairns, D.C.M.,
late 46th Bn., Saskatchewan R.

For most conspicuous bravery before
Valenciennes on 1st November, 1918, when
a machine gun opened on his platoon.
Without a moment's hesitation Serjt.
Cairns seized a Lewis gun and single-
handed, in the face of direct fire, rushed the
post, killed the crew of five, and captured
the gun. Later, when the line was held up
by machine-gun fire, he again rushed for-
ward, killing 12 enemy and capturing 18
and two guns.

Subsequently, when the advance was held
up by machine guns and field guns, although
wounded, he led a small party to outflank
them, killing many, forcing about 50 to sur-
render, and capturing all the guns.

After consolidation he went with a battle
patrol to exploit Marly and forced 60 enemy
to surrender. Whilst disarming this party
he was severely wounded. Nevertheless, he
opened fire and inflicted heavy losses.
Finally he was rushed by about 20 enemy
and collapsed from weakness and loss of
blood.

Throughout the operation he showed the
highest degree of valour, and his leadership
greatly contributed to the success of the
attack. He died on the 2nd November from
wounds.

No. 355014 Cpl. (L./Serjt.) William Waring,
M.M., late 25th Bn., B. Welsh Fus., T.F.
(Welshpool).

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty at Ronssoy, on l&th September,
1918. He led an attack against enemy
machine guns which were holding up the
advance of neighbouring troops, and, in the
face of devastating fire from flank and front,
single-handed, rushed a strong point,
bayonetting four of the garrison and captur-
ing 20 with their guns.

L./Serjt. Waring then, under heavy shell
and machine-gun fire, reorganised his men
and led and inspired them for another 400
yards, when he fell mortally wounded*

His valour, determination and leadership
were conspicuous throughout.

No. 422047 Cpl. James MoPhie, late 416th
(Edinburgh) Fid.-Coy., R.E., T.F. (Edin*
burgh).

For most conspicuous bravery on the 14th
October, 1918, when with a party of sappers
maintaining a cork float bridge across the
Canal de la Sensee near Aubencheul au Bac.

The further end of the bridge was under
close machine-gun fife and within reach of
hand grenades. When Infantry, just before
dawn, were crossing it, closing up resulted and
the bridge began to sink and break. Accom-
panied by a sapper, he jumped into the water
and endeavoured to hold the cork and
timbers together, but this they failed to do.
Cpl. McPhie then swam back, and, having
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reported the broken bridge, immediately
started to collect material for repair. It was
now daylight. Fully aware that the bridge
was under close fire and that the far bank
was almost entirely in the hands of the
enemy, with, the inspiring words " It is death
or glory work which must be done for the
sake of our patrol on the other side," he led
the way, axe in hand, on to the bridge and
was at once severely wounded, falling partly
into the water, and died after receiving
several further wounds. It was due to the
magnificent example set by Cpl. McPhie
that touch was maintained with the patrol
on the enemy bank at a most critical period.

No. 307817 Lance-Corporal William Amey,
l/8th Bn., R. War. R., T.F. (Birmingham).

For most conspicuous bravery on 4th
November, 1918, during the attack on
Landrecies, when owing to fog many hostile
machine-gun nests were missed by the lead-
ing troops.

On his own initiative he led his section
against a machine-gun nest under heavy
fire, drove the garrison into a neighbouring
farm, and finally captured about 50 prisoners
and several machine guns.

Later, single-handed, and under heavy
fire, he attacked a machine-gun post in a
farmhouse, killed two of the garrison, and
drove the remainder into a cellar until
assistance arrived.

Subsequently, single-handed, he rushed a
strongly held post, capturing 20 prisoners.
He displayed throughout the day the highest
degree of valour and determination.

No. 58062 L./Cpl. Allan Leonard Lewis,
late 6th Bn., North'n R. {Whitney, Hereford).

For most conspicuous bravery at Rossnoy
on the 18th September, 1918, when in com-
mand of a section on the right of an attack-
ing line held up by intense machine-gun fire.
L./Cpl. Lewis, observing* that two enemy
machine guns were enfilading the line,
crawled forward single-handed, and success-
fully bombed the guns, and by rifle fire later
caused the whole team to surrender, thereby
enabling the line to advance.

On 21st September, 1918, he again dis-
played great powers of command, and,
having rushed his company through the
enemy barrage, was killed whilst getting his
men under cover from heavy machine-gun
fire. Throughout he showed a splendid dis-
regard of danger, and his leadership at a
critical period was beyond all praise.

Amendment,
With reference to the award of the Victoria

Cross to Maj. (A./Lt.-Col.) Dudley Graham
Johnson, D.S.O., M.C., South Wales Bord.,
attd. 2nd Bn., R. Suss. R., notified in London
Gazette dated 6th January, 1919, the correct
rank of this officer is as now shown.
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