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Cavalry Division lost only 21 per cent, of its
horses.

28. Between September 19th and October
26th 75,000 prisoners have been captured. Of
these, over 200 officers and 3,500 other ranks
are Germans or Austrians.

In addition, 360 guns have fallen into, our
hands and the transport and equipment of
three Turkish armies. It is not yet possible
to give accurate figures, owing to the rapidity
and the extent of the advance. In the first
three phases of the operations material and
equipment were hastily abandoned by the
enemy in a mountainous area, extending over
2,500. square miles, while, in the remaining
phases a further advance of over 300 miles has
been made. The captures, however, include
over 800 machine guns, 210 motor lorries, 44
motor cars, some 3,500 animals, 89 railway
engines and 468 carriages and trucks. Of
these many are unserviceable, but none lia?e
been included that are beyond repair.

29. The plan of operations and the arrange-
ments foir the concentration, were carefully pre-
pared and well executed by Commanders .and
Staffs. During the subsequent days of fighting-
full advantage was taken of every opportunity
offered.

The gallantry and detarmination of all ranks
and of all arms has been, most marked. Many
units had already made their reputation in this,
and other, theatre® of the war. Some had yet
to gain their first experience o.f .modern war-
fare. British, French and Indian troops, and
those .of the Dominions and 'Colonies', have all
alike done magnificently.

The infantry, in a few hours, broke through
the defences, which the enemy had spent
months in strengthening, thus enabling" the
cavalry to accomplish its mission. The sub-
sequent advance through the hills, over most
difficult country, .and in face of determined and
organised resistance by the enemy's rear-
guards, tried the infantry severely. Nothing,
however, stopped its progress, and the relent-
less pressure maintained on 'the enemy's rear-
guards 'allowed him no. time to carry out an
organised retreat, and drove him, in dis-
organised bodies, into the arms of the cavalry.

The Desert Mounted Corps took some 46,OUO
prisoners during the operations. The complete
destruction of the Vllth and VIHtli Turkish
Armies depended mainly on the rapidity with
which their coinaiiunioatioais were reached, and
on quick decision in dealing with, the enemy's
columns as they attempted to escape. The
vigiorous handling of the cavalry by its leaders,
and the rapidity of its. movements, overcame all
attempts to delay dts progress. Th© enemy's
columns, after they had outdistanced the
pursuing infantry, were given no time to re-
organise and fight their way through.

In these brilliant achievements the regiment
of French cavalry took its full share; whilst
east of the Jordan the Australian and New
Zealand Mounted Division, by its untiring
pursuit, threw the IVth Turkish Army into a
state of disorganisation, intercepted the
garrison of Maan, and compelled it to sur-
render. Chaytoir's Force took 10,000 prisoners
in the valley of the Jordan and the hills of
Moab.

The cavalry and infantry received every
help from the Royal Artillery and the Royal
Engineers, whilst the infantry, in its attack

along the coast, was given valuable assistance
by tmei Destroyers " Druid " and " Forester,"
which Rear-Admiral T. Jackson, C.B.,
M.V.O., had detailed to assist me.

.Of the fighting -troops, all have taken their
share, and nave carried out what was required
of them. I would bring to notice the good
fighting qualities shown by the newer units.
TJiese include the Armenian troops of the
Legion d'Orient, the Tirailleurs Algerians, the
1st Battalion Cape C'orps, the 38th and 39th
(Jewish) Battalions of the Royal- Fusiliers, the
1st and 2nd Battalions of the British West
Indies Regiment, and all the recently formed
battalions of Indian Infantry.

Brilliant work has been done by the
Palestine Brigade, Royal Air Force., and the
Australian Flying Carps, not only during .the
actual operations, but in. the preceding months.
The process of wearing down the enemy's
strength in the air had been continuous
throughout the summer. Our ascendancy in
the air became so marked towards the end of
August that only a few of the. enemy's aero-
planes were able to fly, with the (result that my
troops were immune fixxm air atta<Jcs during
the operations, and the whole strength of the
Air Forces could be concentrated on the enemy
in liis retreat.

Besides taking an active part in the fighting,
the Air Foiroes provided me with full and
accurate information as to the enemy's move-
ments.

The Arab Army has rendered valuable
assistance, both in cutting th© enemy's com-
munications before and during the operations,
and in co-operating with my cavalry during the
advance on Damascus. By throwing itself
across the enemy's line of .retreat north of
Deraa it prevented the escape of portions of the
IVth Turkish Army, and inflicted heavy
casualties on the. enemy.

The fighting troops have been loyally
assisted by the administrative services and
departments, who have carried a heavy burden
on their shoulders, both in front of and behind
railhead. The accumulation of ammunition
a,nd stores before operations commenced threw
a, great strain on the railway. The delivery of
these stores to1 the troops during operations
proved a difficult task. Supply columns have
had long distances to cover, over bad roads,
but all difficulties have been overcome.

My thanks are due to' the Royal Navy for its
assistance in arranging and securing the land-
ing of supplies at the various harbours .along
my line of 'advance, and to the French Navy
for valuable information gained in the recon-
naissance of the northern ports.

The Italian detachment carried out to my
.entire satisfaction the task allotted to it, and
throughout the operations gave valuable and
loyal assistance.

From, the first day of operations the
Egyptian Labour Corps has followed 'the troops
as they advanced, working hard and success-
fully to improve the roads. On 19th Sep-
tember companies were working on the roads in
front of our original line while our guns were
still firing.

The Camel Transport Corps has rendered
valuable services, which have greatly aided in
th« victorious campaign.

The Signal Service, strained to its utmost,
has maintained uninterrupted communication.


