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closed with the capture of Amman, and the
interception of the retreat of the garrison of
Maan, which surrendered.

The fourth phase witnessed the advance by
the Desert Mounted Corps to Damascus, the
capture of the remnants of the IVth Turkish
Army, and the advance by the XXIst Corps
along1 the coast from Haifa to Beirut.

In the fifth phase my troops reached Jioms
and Tripoli without opposition. My cavalry
then advanced on Aleppo, and occupied that
city on October 26th.

15. The attack in the Coastal Plain on the
morning of September 19th was attended with
complete.success. On the right, in the foot-
hills, the French Tirailleurs and the Armenians
of the Legion d* Orient advanced with great
dash, and, in spite of the difficulties of the
ground,- ;and' itihel strength of the enemy's
defences, iiad captured the Kh. Deir El Kussis
ridge at an early hour. On their left the 54th
Division stormed Kefr Kasim village, and
wood, and the foothills overlooking the rail-
way from Has El Ain to Jiljulieh. North ,of
Kefr Kasim the advance was checked for a
time at Sivri Tepe, but the enemy's resistance
was quickly overcome, and the remaining hills,
south of the Wadi Kanah, captured.

In the Coastal Plain the 3rd (Lahore) Divi-
sion attacked the enemy's first system between
Bir Adas .and the Hadrah road. On its left
the 75th Division attacked the Tabsor
defences, the 7th (Meerut) Division the works
west of Tabsor, while the 60th Division
attacked .along the coast. The enemy replied
energetically to our bombardment, but in most
cases his barrage fell behind the attacking
infantry. The enemy was overwhelmed.
After over-running the first system, the three
divisions on the left pressed on, without paus-
ing, to the Et Tireh position. On the left the
60th Division reached the Nahr Falik, and
moved on Tul Keram, leaving the route
along the coast clear for the Desert Mounted
Corps. The 7th (Meerut) Division, after pass-
ing through the second system, swung to the
right, and headed for Et Taiyibeh, leaving Et
Tireh, where the 75th Division was still fight-
ing, on its right.

By 11.0 .the 75th Division had captured Et
Tireh, a strongly fortified village standing on
a sandy ridge, where the enemy offered a
determined resistance. On the right the 3rd
(Lahore) Division turned to the east, and
attacked Jiljulieh, Railway Redoubt, Kefr
Saba and Kalkilieh, all of which were defended
with stubbornness by the enemy. His resist-
ance was, however, broken; and the 3rd
(Lahore) Division pressed on eastwards into
the foothills near Hableh, joining hands with
the 54th Division north of the Wadi Kanah.

Disorganised bodies of the enemy were now
streaming.across the plain towards Tul Keram,
pursued by the 60th Division and the 5th
Australian Light Horse Brigade. This brigade,
which had been attached to the XXIst Corps,
consisted of two Australian Light Horse Regi-
ments, with a composit© regiment of Chasseurs
d'Afrique and Spahis attached. Great con-
fusion reigned at- Tul Keram. Bodies of
troops, guns, motor lorries and transport of
every description were endeavouring to escape
along the road leading to Messudie and
'Nablus. This road, which follows the railway
up a narrow valley, was already crowded with
troops and transport. The confusion was
added to by the persistent attacks of the Royal

Air Force, and Australian Flying Corps, from
which there was no escape. Great havoc was
caused, and in several places the road was.
blocked by overturned lorries and vehicles.
La,ter in the evening an Australian regiment,,
having made a detour, succeeded in reaching,
a hill four miles east of Tul Keram, overlook-
ing the road. As a result, a large amount of
transport and many guns fell into our hands.

In the meantime the 7th (Meerut) Division
and 3rd (Lahore) Division had entered the-
hills, and, in conjunction with the 54th Divi-
sion, had pressed eastwards. By dusk the line-
Bidieh-Kh. Kefr Thilth-Jiyus-Felamieh-Taiyi-
beh had been reached. The 75th Division re-
mained in the vicinity of Et Tireh in corps;
reserve.

16. As soon as the success of the initial
attack by the XXIst Corps, on the morning of"
September 19th, had become apparent, I
ordered the XXth Corps to advance that night
on Nablus, and the high ground north-east of
that town, in order to close the roads leading
to the lower valley of the Jordan, and to drive-
the enemy from the triangle formed by the Kh.
Fusail-Nablus road, our original front line,
and the El Funduk-Nablus track, by which-
the 3rd (Lahore) Division was advancing.

The two divisions of the XXth Corps had'
been concentrated beforehand, in readiness to-
carry out this operation; the 53rd Division to-
the east of the Bireh-Nablus road, the 10th
Division on the extreme left of the Corps Area,
in the vicinity of Berukin and Kefr Ain. The
enemy had long anticipated an attack
astride the Bireh-Nablus road, and had.
constructed defences of great strength on
successive ridges. For this reason the 10th'
Division was ordered to attack in a north-
easterly direction astride -Mi© Furkhah-Selfit
and Berukin-Kefr Haris ridges, thus avoiding
a direct attack. Even so, the task of the
XXth Corps was a difficult one. The enemy
in this portion of the field was not disorganised,
and was able to oppose .a stout resistance to-
the advance. The country is broken and'
rugged, demanding great physical exertion on
the part of the troops, and preventing the
artillery keeping pace with the infantry.

Nevertheless, good progress was made on the
.night of September 19th and during the fol-
lowing day. The 53rd Division captured Kh.
Abu Malul, and advanced their line in the
centre. On their right Khan Jibeit was
heavily counter-attacked on the morning of
September 20th. The Turks succeeded in re-
gaining the hill, but were driven off again •
after a sharp fight. This incident, and the
necessity of making a road to enable th& guns=
to be brought forward, caused delay.

The 10th Division advanced in two columns,
and by midday on September 20th the right
column, after a hard fight at Furkhah, had'
reached Selfit and was approaching Iskaka,
.which was strongly held by the enemy. The-
left column reached Kefr-Haris, which was-
only captured .after heavy fighting. The 10th
Division had .already driven the enemy back
seven miles. The artillery, however, had been
unable to keep up with the inf aiitry, and little-
progress was made during the .afternoon.

On the left of the 10th Division the XXIst
Corps had continued its advance in . three-
columns. On the right the 3rd Division ad-
vanced up the Wadi Azzun. In the centre the
Meerut Division moved on Kefr Sur and Beit
Lid. The 60th Division and the 5th Austra-


