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No. 2631 Cpl. Arthur Charles Hall, 54th
Bn., A.T.F.

For most conspicuous bravery, brilliant
leadership and devotion to duty during the
operations -at Peronne on 1st and 2nd Sep-
tember, 1918.

During the attack on the 1st September
a machine-gun post was checking the ad-
vance. Single-handed, he rushed the posi-
tion, shot four of the occupants and cap-
tured nine others and two machine guns.

. Then crossing the objective with a small
party, he afforded excellent covering
support to the remainder of the company.
Continuously in advance of the main party,
he located enemy posts of resistance and per-
sonally led parties to the assault. In this
way he captured many small parties of pri-
soners and machine guns.

On the morning of the 2nd September,
during a heavy barrage, he carried to safety

a comrade who had been dangerously wounded
and was urgently in need of medical atten-
tion, and immediately returned to his post.

The energy and personal courage of this
gallant non-commissioned officer contributed
largely to the success of the operations,
throughout which he showed utter disregard
of danger and inspired confidence in all.

No. 1876 Pte. (T./Cpl.) Alexander Henry
Buckley, late 54th Bn., A.I.P.

Por most conspicuous bravery and self-
sacrifice at Peronne during the operations on
l/2nd September, 1918.

After passing the first objective his half-
company and part of the company on the
flank were held up by an enemy machine-
gun nest. With one man he rushed the post,
shooting four of the occupants and taking
22 prisoners. Later on, reaching a moat, it
was found that another machine-gun nest
commanded the only available foot-bridge.
Whilst this was being engaged from a flank
Corporal Buckley endeavoured to cross the
bridge and rush the post, but was killed in
the attempt.

Throughout the advance he had displayed
great initiative, resource and courage, and
by his effort to save his comrades from
casualties, he set a fine example of self-
sacrificing devotion to duty.

No. 63514 L./Cpl. George Onions, 1st Bn.,
Devon. R. (Sale, Ches.).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive south of Achiet-le-Petit on 22nd August,
1918, when, having been sent out with one
man to get touch with the battalion on the
right flank, he observed the enemy advanc-
ing in large numbers to counter-attack the
positions gained on the previous day.

Realising his opportunity, he boldly placed
himself with his comrade on the flank of the
advancing enemy, and opened rapid fire
when the target was most favourable. When
the enemy were about 100 yards from him,
the line wavered and some hands were seen
to be thrown up. L./Cpl. Onions then rushed
forward, and, with the assistance of his
comrade, took about 200 of the enemy
prisoners and marched them back to his
company commander.

By his magnificent courage and presence of
mind he averted what might have been a
very dangerous situation.

No. 51674 Pte. Frank Lester, late 10th Bn.,
Lane. Fus. (Irby, nr. Birkenhead).

For most conspicuous bravery and self-
sacrifice during the clearing of the village of
Neuvilly on 12th October, 1918, when, with
a party of about seven men under an officer,
he was the first to enter a house from the
back door, and shot two Germans as they
attempted to get out by the front door.

A minute later a fall of masonry blocked
the door by which the party had entered.
The only exit into the street was under fire
at point-blank range. The street also was
swept by the fire of machine guns at close
range. Observing that an enemy sniper was
causing heavy casualties to a party in a house
across the street, Pte. Lester exclaimed,
" I'll settle him," and, dashing out into the
street, shot the sniper at close quarters, fall-
ing mortally wounded at the same instant.

This gallant man well knew it was cer-
tain death to go into the street, and the
party opposite was faced with the alternative
of crossing the fire-swept street or staying
where it was and being shot one by one.

•To save their lives he sacrificed his own.

No. 34506 Pte. Henry Tandey, D.C.M.,
M.M., 5th Bn., W. Rid. R. (T.F.) (Leaming-
ton).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive during the capture of the village and the
crossings at Marcoing, arid the subsequent
counter-attack on September 28th, 1918.

When, during the advance on Marcoing,
his platoon was held up by machine-gun fire,
he at once crawled forward, located the
machine gun, and, with a Lewis gun team,
knocked it out.

On arrival at the crossings he restored the
plank bridge under a hail of bullets, thus
enabling the first crossing to be made at this
vital spot.

Later in the evening, during an attack, he,
with eight comrades, was surrounded by an
overwhelming number of Germans, and
though the position was apparently hopeless,
he led a baypnet charge through them, fight-
ing so fiercely that 37 of the enemy were
driven into the hands of the remainder of
his company.

Although twice wounded, he refused to
leave till the fight was won.

No. 6939 Pte. Robert Mactier, late 23rd
Bn., A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion,
to duty on the morning of the 1st September,
1918, during the attack on the village of Mt.
St. Quentin.

Prior to the advance of the battalion, it
was necessary to clear up several enemy
strong points close to our line. This the
bombing patrols sent forward failed to effect,
and the battalion was unable to move. Pte.
Mactier single-handed, and in daylight,
thereupon jumped out of the trench, rushed
past the block, closed with and killed the
machine-gun garrison of eight men, with Ms
revolver and bombs, and threw the" enemy
machine gun over the parapet. Then, rush-
ing forward about 20 yards he jumped into
another strong point held by a garrison of
six men who immediately surrendered. Con-
tinuing to thesnext block through the trench,
he disposed of an enemy machine gun which


