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SATURDAY, 14 DECEMBER, 1918.

War Office,
December, 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Gross to the undermentioned Officers, Warrant
Officer, Non-commissioned Officers and Men : —

Lt.-Col. William Hew Clark-Kennedy,
C.M.G., D.S.O., 24th Bn., Quebec R.

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and skilful leading on the 27th and 28th
August, 1918, when in command of his bat-
talion.

On the 27th he led his battalion with great
bravery and skill from Crow and Aigrette
trenches in front of Wancourt to the attack
on the Fresnes-Rouvroy line. From the
outset the brigade, of which the 24th Bat-
talion was a central unit, came under very
heavy shell and machine-gun fire, suffering
many casualties, especially amongst leaders.
Units became partially disorganised and the
advance was checked. Appreciating the
vital importance to the brigade front of a
lead by the centre, and undismayed by
annihilating fire, Lt.-Col. Clark-Kennedy,
by sheer personality and initiative, inspired

his men and led them forward. On several
occasions he set an outstanding example by
leading parties straight at the machine-gun
nests which were holding up the advance and
overcame these obstacles.

By controlling the direction of neighbour-
ing units and collecting men who had lost
their leaders, he rendered valuable services

• in strengthening the line, and enabled the
whole brigade front to move forward.

By the afternoon, very largely due to the
determined leadership of this officer and dis-
regard for his own life, his battalion, despite
heavy losses, had made good the maze of
trenches' west of Cherisy and Cherisy Village,
had crossed the Sensee River bed, and had
occupied Occident Trench in front of the
heavy wire of the Fresnes-Rouvroy line;
under continuous fire he then went up and
down his line until far into the night, im-
proving the position, giving wonderful
encouragement to his men, and sent back
very clear reports.

On the next day he again showed valorous
leadership in the attack on the Fresnes-
Rouvroy line and Upton Wood. Though
severely, wounded soon after the start he re,-
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fused aid, and dragged himself to a shell-
hole, from which he could observe. Realis-
ing that his exhausted troops could advance
no further he established a strong line of
defence and thereby prevented the loss of
most important ground. Despite intense
pain and serious loss of blood he refused to be
evacuated for over five hours, by which time
he had established the line in a position from
which it was possible for the relieving troops
to continue the advance.

It is impossible to overestimate the results
achieved by the valour and leadership of this
officer.

Maj. (T./Lt.-Col.) Daniel Burges, D.S.O.-,
Glouc. R., Commanding 7th (S) Bn., S. Wales
Bord.

For most conspicuous bravery, skilful
leading and devotion to duty in the opera-
tions at Jumeaux (Balkans) on the 18th Sep-
tember. 1918. His valuable reconnaissance
of the enemy first line trenches enabled him
to bring his battalion without casualties to
the assembly point, and from thence he main-
tained direction with great skill, though
every known landmark was completely ob-
scured by smoke and dust. When still some
distance from its objective the battalion
came under sevsre machine-gun fire which
caused many casualties amongst company
leaders. Lit.-Col. Burges, though himself
wounded, quite regardless of his own safety,
kept moving to and fro through his com-
mand, encouraging his men and assisting
them to maintain formation and direction.
Finally, as they iieared the enemy's posi-
tion, he led them forward through a deci-
mating fire until he was again hit twice and
fell unconscious.

His coolness and personal courage were
most marked throughout and afforded a mag-

• nificent example to all ranks.

Capt. (A./Lt.-Col ) Bernard William Vann,
M.C., late I/8th Bn., attd. I/6th Bn., Notts.
& Derby. R. (T.F.).

For most conspicuous bravery, devotion to
duty and fine leadership during the attack
at Bellenglise and Lehaucourt on Septem-
ber 29th, 1918.

He led his battalion with great skill across
the Canal Du Nord through a very thick fog
and under heavy fire from field and machine
guns.

On reaching the high ground above Bell-
englise the whole attack was held up by fire
of all descriptions from the front and right
flank.

Realising that everything depended on the
advance going forward with the barrage,
Col. Vann rushed up to the firing line and
with the greatest gallantry led the line for-
ward. By his prompt action and absolute
contempt for danger the whole situation was
changed, the men were encouraged and the
line swept forward.

Later, he rushed a field-gun single-handed
and knocked out three of the detachment.
The success of the day was in no small degree
due to the splendid gallantry and fine leader-
ship displayed by this officer.

Lt.-Col. Vann, who had on all occasions set
the highest example: of valour, was killed near
Ramicourt on 3rd October, 1918, when lead-
ing his battalion in attack.

Capt. Bellenden Seymour Hutcheson, Can.
A. Med. Corps, attd. 75th Bn., 1st Central
Ontario R.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty on September 2nd, when under
most intense shell, machine-gun and rifle
fire, he went through the Queant-Drocourt
Support Line with the battalion. Without
hesitation and with utter disregard of per-
sonal safety he remained on the field until
every wounded man had been attended to.
He dressed the wounds of a seriously
wounded officer under terrific machine-gun-
and shell fire, and, with the assistance of
prisoners and of his own men, succeeded in
evacuating him to safety, despite the fact
that the bearer party suffered heavy casual-
ties.

Immediately afterwards .he rushed for-
ward, in full view of the enemy, under heavy
machine-gun and rifle fire, to tend a
wounded serjeant, and, having • placed him
in a shell-hole, dressed his wounds. Cap-
tain Hutcheson performed many similar
gallant acts, and, by his coolness and devo-
tion to duty, many lives were saved.

Lt. David Stuart McGregor, late 6th Bn.,
R. Scots (T.F.), and 29th Bn., M.G. Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty near Hoogmolen on 22nd of
October, 1918, when in command of a sec-
tion of machine guns attached to the right
flank platoon of the assaulting battalion.

Immediately the troops advanced they
were subjected to intense enfilade machine-
gun fire from Hill 66 on the right flank.
Lt. McGregor fearlessly went forward and
located the enemy guns, and realised that
it was impossible to get his guns carried
forward either by pack or by hand without
great delay, as the ground was absolutely
bare and fire-swept. Ordering his men to
follow by a more covered route, he mounted
the limber and galloped forward under in-
tense fire for about 600 yards to cover.

The driver, horses and limber were all hit,
but Lt. McGregor succeeded in getting the
guns into action, effectively engaging the
enemy, subduing their fire and enabling
the advance to be resumed. With the utmost
gallantry he continued to expose himself
in order to direct and control the fire of his
guns, until, about an hour later, he was
killed. His great gallantry and supreme
devotion to duty were the admiration of all
ranks.

Lt. John Cridlau. Barrett, I/5th Bn., Leic.
R. (T.F.).

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty on the 24th September, 1918,
during the attack on Pontruet. Owing to
.the darkness and smoke barrage a consider-
able number of men lost direction, and Lt.
Barrett found himself advancing towards
Forgan's Trench—a trench of great strength,
containing numerous machine guns. With-
out hesitation he collected all available men
and charged the nearest group of machine
guns, being wounded on the way. In spite
of this, he gained the trench and vigorously
attacked the garrison, personally disposing
of two machine guns • and inflicting many
casualties.
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He was again severely wounded, bub
nevertheless climbed out of the trench in

' order to fix his position and locate the
enemy. Tliis he -succeeded in doing, and,

'despite exhaustion from wounds, gave de-
tailed orders to his men to cut their way
back to the battalion, which they did. Ho

- Himself refused help, and was again
'/wounded, so seriously that he could not
'Tmove and had to be carried out. In spite

'.of his wounds he had managed to fight on,
and- his spirit was magnificent throughout.
It was due to Ins coolness and grasp of the

- situation that' any of his party were able
. .to get out alive.

Lt. Graham Thomson Lyall, 102nd Bn., 2nd
Central Ontario R.

For most conspicuous bravery and skilful
leading during the operations north of
Cambrai.

On September 27th, 1918, whilst leading
his platoon against Bourlon Wood, he ren-
dered invaluable support to the leading

. com.ps.ny, which was held up by a strong
point, which he captured, by a flank move-
ment, together with thirteen prisoners, one
field gun and four machine guns.

Later, his platoon, now much weakened
by casualties, was held up by machine guns
at the southern end of Bourlon Wood.
Collecting any men available, he led them
towards the strong point, and1 springing
forward alone, rushed the position
single-handed and killed the officer in
charge, subsequently capturing at this point
forty-five prisoners .and five macHine guns.
Having made good his final objective, with
a further capture of forty-seven prisoners,
he consolidated his position and thus pro1-
tected the remainder of the company.

On October 1st, in the neighbourhood cf
Bleco'Urt, when in command of a weak com-
pany, by skilful dispositions he captured a
strongly defended position, which yielded
eighty prisoners and seventeen machine

• guns.
During two days of operations Lt. Lyall

captured in -all 3 officers, 182 other ranks,
26 machine guns and one field gun, exclu-
sive of heavy casualties inflicted. He

• showed throughout the utmost valour and
high powers of command.

Lt. Edg-ar Thomas Towner, M.C., 2nd Bn.,
A.US. M.Gr. Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery,- initiative
• and devotion'to duty on 1st September, 1918,
in the attack on Mont St. Quentin, near
Peronne, when in charge of four Vickers
guns. During the early stages of the
advance he located and captured, single-
.handed, an enemy machine-gun which was

• causing casualties, and by turning it on th*
enemy inflicted sever© losses.

Subsequently, by the skilful, tactical
• 'handling of his guns, he cut off and captured

twenty-five of the enemy.
'Later, by fearless reconnaissance under

•heavy fire, and by the energy, foresight and
promptitude with which he brought fire to
bear on various enemy groups, he ga-ve

• - -valuable support to the infantry advance.
.-. .Again, when short -of -ammunition, hie
..-.seeured an enemy machine-gun, which lie

mounted and fired in full view of the enemy,

causing the enemy to retire further, and
enabling our infantry to advance. Under
intense fire, although wounded, he main-
tained the fire of tins g'un at a very critical
period.

During the following night he steadied
and gave valuable support to a small de-
tached post, and by his coolness and cheerful-
ness inspirited the men in a great degree.

Throughout the night he kept close watch
by personal reconnaissance on the enemy
movements, and was evacuated exhausted
thirty hours after being wounded.

The valour and resourcefulness of Lt.
Towner undoubtedly saved a very critical
situation, and contributed largely to the
success of the attack.

T./Lt. Robert Vaughan Gorle, " A " Bty.,
50th Bde., R.F.A.

For most conspicuous braveiy, initiative
'and devotion to. duty during the attack on
Ledeghetm. on 1st October, 1918, when in
command of an 18-pdr. gun working in close
conjunction with infantry. He brought his
gun into action in the most exposed positions
on four separate occasions, and disposed of
enemy machine guns by firing over open
sights under direct machine-gun fire at 500
to> 600 yards' range. Later, seeing that the
infantry were being driven back by intense
hostile fire, he, without hesitation, galloped
his gun in front of the leading infantry, and
on two occasions knocked out enemy machine
guns which were causing the trouble. His
disregard of personal safety and dash were a
magnificent example to' the wavering line,
which rallied and re-took the northern end of
the village.

T./Lt. Donald John Dean, 8th Bn., R. West
KentR.

For most conspicuous bravery, skilful
command and devotion to duty during the
period 24th to 26th September, 1918, when
holding, with his platoon, an advance post
established in a newly - captured enemy
trench north-west of Lens.

The left flank of the position was insecure,
and the post, when taken over on the night
of the 24th of September, was ill-prepared
for defence. Shortly after the post was
occupied the enemy attempted, without
success, to recapture it. Under heavy
machine-gun fire consolidation was con-
tinued, and shortly after midnight another
determined enemy .attack was driven off.
Throughout the night Lt. Dean worked un-
ceasingly with his men, and about .6 a.m. on
the 25th September a resolute enemy attack,
supported by heavy .shell and trench-mortar
fire, developed. Again, owing to' the
masterly handling of his command, Lt. Dean
repulsed the attack, causing heavy enemy
casualties.

Throughout the 25th and the night of the
25/26th September consolidation was con-
tinued under heavy fire, which culminated in
intense artillery fire on the morning of the
26th, when the enemy again attacked and
was finally repulsed with loss.

Five times in all (thrice heavily) was this
•post attacked, and on each occasion the
attack was driven back. • . •

- • Throughout the period Lt. Dean inspired
<• his command with his own contempt of
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danger, and all fought with the greatest
bravery.

He set an example of valour, leadership
and devotion to duty of the very highest
order.

Lt. Lawrence Dominic McCarthy, 16th Bn.,
A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and leadership on the morning of the 23rd
August, 1918, in attack near Madame Wood,
east of Vermandovillers (north of Chaulnes).

Although the objectives of his battalion
were attained without serious opposition, the
battalion on the left flank was heavily
opposed by well-posted machine guns. Lt.
McCarthy, realising the situation, at once
engaged the nearest machine-gun post, but
still the attacking troops failed to get
forward. This officer then determined to
attack the nearest post. Leaving his men to
continue the fire fight, he, with two others,
dashed across the open and succeeded in
reaching the block. Although single-handed,
as he had outdistanced his comrades, and
despite serious opposition and obstacles, he
captured the gun and continued to fight his
way down the trench, inflicting heavy casual-
ties, and capturing three more machine guns.
At this stage, being some 700 yards from his
starting point, he was joined by one of his
men, .and together they continued to bomb

. up the trench until touch was established
with an adjoining unit. Lt. McCarthy, during
this most daring advance, single-handed killed
twenty of the enemy and captured in addi-
tion five machine guns and fifty prisoners.

By his gallant and determined action he
saved a critical situation, prevented many
casualties, and was mainly, if not entirely,
responsible for the final objective being
taken.

2nd Lt. Frank Edward Young, late 1st Bn.,
Herts. R. (T.F.).

For most conspicuous bravery, determina-
tion and exceptional devotion to duty on
18th September, 1918, south-east of Havrm-
court,-when during an enemy counter-attack
and throughout an extremely intense enemy
barrage he visited all posts, warned the
garrisons and encouraged the men. In the
early stages of the attack he rescued two of
his men who had been captured, and bombed
and silenced an enemy macliinegun. Although
surrounded by the enemy, 2nd Lt. Young
fought his way back to the main barricade
and drove out a party of the enemy who were
assembling there. By his further exertions
the battalion -was able to maintain a line of
great tactical value, the loss of which would
have meant serious delay to future opera-
tions. Throughout four hours of intense
.hand-to-hand fighting 2nd Lt. Young dis-
played the utmost valour and devotion to
duty, and set an example to which the
comoany gallantly responded.

He was last seen fighting hand to hand
against a considerable number of the enemy.

No. 20408 C.S.M. John Henry Williams,
D.C.M., M.M., 10th Bn., S. Wales Bord.
(Owm, Mon.).

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and devotion to duty on the nignt of 7 /8th.

October, 1918, during the attack on Villers
Outreaux, when observing that his com-
pany was suffering heavy casualties from an
enemy machine gun, he ordered a Lewis
gun to engage it, and went forward under
heavy fire to the flank of the enemy post,
which he rushed single-handed, capturing
fifteen of the enemy. These prisoners,
realising that C.S.M. Williams was alone,
•turned on him, and one of them gripped his
rifle. He succeeded in breaking away and
bayoneting five enemy, whereupon the re-
mainder again surrendered.

By his gallant action and total disregard
of personal danger, he was the means of
enabling not only his own company, but also
those on the flanks, to advance.

No. 306122 Sjt. William Henry Johnson,
l/5th Bn., Notts. & Derby. R. (T.F.) (Work-
sop).

For most conspicuous bravery at Kami-
court on the 3rd of October, 1918.

When his platoon was held up by a nest
of enemy machine guns at very close range,
Sjt. Johnson worked his way forward under
very heavy fire, and single-handed charged
the post, bayoneting several gunners and

• capturing two machine guns. During this
attack he was severely wounded by a bomb,
but continued to lead forward his men.

Shortly afterwards the line was once more
held up by machine guns. Again he rushed
forward and attacked the post single-
handed. With wonderful courage he
bombed the garrison, put the guns out of
action, and captured the teams.

He showed throughout the most excep-
tional gallantry and devotion to duty.

No. 13820 Sjt. William McNally, M.M.,
8th.(S.) Bn., Yorks. R. (Murton Colliery, Co.
Durham).

For most conspicuous bravery and skilful
leading during the operations on the 27th
October, 1918, across the Piave, when hie
company was most seriously hindered in its
advance by heavy machine-gun fire from
the vicinity of some buildings on a flank.
Utterly regardless of personal safety, he
rushed the machine-gun post single-handed,
killing the team and capturing the gun.

Later at Vazzola, on the 29th October,
1918, when his company, having crossed the
Monticano River, came under heavy rifle
and machine-gun fire, Sjt. McNally imme-
diately directed the fire of his platoon
against the danger point, whilst he himself
crept to the rear of the enemy position.
Realising that a frontal attack would mean
heavy losses, he, unaided, rushed the posi-
tion, killing1 or putting to flight the garrison
and capturing a machine gun.

On the same day, when holding a newly
captured ditch, he was strongly counter-
attacked from both flanks. By his coolness
and skill in controlling the fire of his party
he frustrated the attack, inflicting heavy
casualties on the enemy.

Throughout the whole operations his
innumerable acts of gallantry set a high ex-
ample to his men, and his leading was be-
yond all praise.
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No. 2358 Sjt. Albert David Lowerson, 21st
Bn., A.I.F.'

For most conspicuous bravery and tactical
skill on the 1st September, 1918, during the
attack on ,Mt. St. Quentin, North of
Peronne, when very strong opposition was
met with early in the attack, and every foot
of ground was stubbornly contested by the
enemy. . Regardless of heavy enemy
machine-gun fire, Sjt. Lowerson moved
about fearlessly directing his men, encourag-
ing them to still greater effort, and finally
led them oca to the abjective.

On reaching the objective he saw that the
left attacking party was held up by an
enemy strong post heavily manned with
twelve machine guns. Under the heaviest
sniping and machine-gun fire, .Sjt. Lower-
son rallied seven men as a storming party,
and directing them to attack the flanks of
the post, rushed the strong point, and by
effective bombing captured it, together with
twelve machine guns and thirty prisoners.

Though severely wounded in the right
thigh, he refused to leave the front line until
the prisoners had been .disposed of and the
organisation and consolidation of the post
had been thoroughly completed.

Throughout a week of operations, his
leadership and example had a continual in-
fluence on the men serving under him,
whilst his prompt and effective action at a
critical juncture allowed the forward move-
ment to be carried on without delay, thus
ensuring the success of the attack.

No. 6594 (Sjt. 'Gerald Sexton, 13th Bn.,
A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery during the
attack near Le Verguier, north-west of St.
Quentin, on the 18th September, 1918.

During the whole period of the advance,
which was very seriously opposed, Sjt.
Sexton was to the fore dealing with enemy
machine guns; rushing enemy posts, and

. performing great feats of bravery and en-
durance without faltering or.for a moment
taking cover.

When the advance had passed the ridge
at La Verguier, iSjt. Sexton's attention was

' directed to a party of the enemy manning a
bank, and to a field gun causing casualties
and holding up a company. Without hesi-
tation, calling to his section to follow, he
rushed down the bank and killed the gun-
ners of the field gun. Regardless of
machine-gun fire, he returned to the bank,
and after firing down some dugouts induce^
about thirty *of the enemy to surrender.
When the advance was continued from' the
first to the second objective the company was
again held up by machine guns on the
flanks. Supported by another. platoon, he
disposed of the enemy guns, displaying bold-
ness which inspired all.

Later, he again showed the most con-
spicuous initiative in the capture of hostile
posts.and machine guns, and rendered in-
valuable support to his company digging in.

'No. 16444 Cpl. (L./Sjt.) Harry Blansharcl
Wood. M:M., 2nd Bri., S. Gds. (Bristol).

Far most conspicuous bravery .and devo-
tion to duty during operations at the village

of St. Python, France, on the 13th of
October, 1918.

The advance was desperately opposed by
machine guns, and the streets were raked
by fire. His platoon serjeant was killed,
and command of the leading platoon fell to
him. The task of the company was to clear
the western side of the village and secure
the crossing of the River Selle. Command
of the ruined bridge had to be gained,
though the space in front of it. was com-
manded by snipers. Cpl. Wood boldly
carried a large brick out into the open
space, lay down behind it, and fired con-
tinually at these snipers, ordering his men
to work across while he covered them by
his fire. This he continued to do under
heavy and well-aimed fire until the whole
of his party had reached the objective point.

He showed complete disregard for his
personal safety, and his leadership through-
out the day was of the highest order.

Later,, he drove off repeated enemy
counter-attacks against his position.

His gallant conduct and initiative shown
contributed largely to the success of the day's
operations.

No. 32827 (L./Sjt.) Thomas Neeley, M.M.,
8th Bn., R. Lane.- R. (Liverpool).

For ' most conspicuous bravery during
operations at Flesquieres on 27th September,
1918.

His company.was held up during the1 ad-
vance by heavy machine-gun fire from a
flank. Cpl. Neeley, realising the serious-
ness of the situation, at once, under point-
blank fire, dashed out with two men and
rushed the positions, disposing of the garri-
sons and1 capturing three -machine guns.
Subsequently, on two successive occasions,
he rushed concrete strong points, killing or
capturing the occupants.

The splendid initiative and fighting spirit
displayed by this gallant non-commissioned
officer in dealing with a series of posts, in
some cases single-handed, was largely re-
sponsible for the taking and clearing of a
heavily fortified and strongly garrisoned
position, and enabled his company to ad-
vance 3,000 yards along the Hindenburg
support line.

No. 240693 Cpl. (A./Sjt.) Louis MoGuffie,
late l/5th Bn., K.O.S.B. (T.F.) (Wigtown).

For most conspicuous bravery and re-
sourceful leadership under heavy fire near
Wytschaete on '28th September, 1918.
During the advance to Piccadilly Farm, he,
single-hanaed, entered several enemy dug-
outs and took many prisoners, and during
subsequent operations dealt similarly with
dugout after dugout, forcing one officer and
twenty-five other ranks to surrender.

During the consolidation of the first objec-
tive he pursued and brought back several of
the enemy who were slipping away, and he
was also instrumental in rescuing some

' British soldiers who were being led off as
prisoners.

Later in the day, when in command of a'
platoon, he led it with the utmost dash and
resource, capturing many prisoners.

This very gallant soldier was subsequently
killed by a shell.
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No. 2631 Cpl. Arthur Charles Hall, 54th
Bn., A.T.F.

For most conspicuous bravery, brilliant
leadership and devotion to duty during the
operations -at Peronne on 1st and 2nd Sep-
tember, 1918.

During the attack on the 1st September
a machine-gun post was checking the ad-
vance. Single-handed, he rushed the posi-
tion, shot four of the occupants and cap-
tured nine others and two machine guns.

. Then crossing the objective with a small
party, he afforded excellent covering
support to the remainder of the company.
Continuously in advance of the main party,
he located enemy posts of resistance and per-
sonally led parties to the assault. In this
way he captured many small parties of pri-
soners and machine guns.

On the morning of the 2nd September,
during a heavy barrage, he carried to safety

a comrade who had been dangerously wounded
and was urgently in need of medical atten-
tion, and immediately returned to his post.

The energy and personal courage of this
gallant non-commissioned officer contributed
largely to the success of the operations,
throughout which he showed utter disregard
of danger and inspired confidence in all.

No. 1876 Pte. (T./Cpl.) Alexander Henry
Buckley, late 54th Bn., A.I.P.

Por most conspicuous bravery and self-
sacrifice at Peronne during the operations on
l/2nd September, 1918.

After passing the first objective his half-
company and part of the company on the
flank were held up by an enemy machine-
gun nest. With one man he rushed the post,
shooting four of the occupants and taking
22 prisoners. Later on, reaching a moat, it
was found that another machine-gun nest
commanded the only available foot-bridge.
Whilst this was being engaged from a flank
Corporal Buckley endeavoured to cross the
bridge and rush the post, but was killed in
the attempt.

Throughout the advance he had displayed
great initiative, resource and courage, and
by his effort to save his comrades from
casualties, he set a fine example of self-
sacrificing devotion to duty.

No. 63514 L./Cpl. George Onions, 1st Bn.,
Devon. R. (Sale, Ches.).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive south of Achiet-le-Petit on 22nd August,
1918, when, having been sent out with one
man to get touch with the battalion on the
right flank, he observed the enemy advanc-
ing in large numbers to counter-attack the
positions gained on the previous day.

Realising his opportunity, he boldly placed
himself with his comrade on the flank of the
advancing enemy, and opened rapid fire
when the target was most favourable. When
the enemy were about 100 yards from him,
the line wavered and some hands were seen
to be thrown up. L./Cpl. Onions then rushed
forward, and, with the assistance of his
comrade, took about 200 of the enemy
prisoners and marched them back to his
company commander.

By his magnificent courage and presence of
mind he averted what might have been a
very dangerous situation.

No. 51674 Pte. Frank Lester, late 10th Bn.,
Lane. Fus. (Irby, nr. Birkenhead).

For most conspicuous bravery and self-
sacrifice during the clearing of the village of
Neuvilly on 12th October, 1918, when, with
a party of about seven men under an officer,
he was the first to enter a house from the
back door, and shot two Germans as they
attempted to get out by the front door.

A minute later a fall of masonry blocked
the door by which the party had entered.
The only exit into the street was under fire
at point-blank range. The street also was
swept by the fire of machine guns at close
range. Observing that an enemy sniper was
causing heavy casualties to a party in a house
across the street, Pte. Lester exclaimed,
" I'll settle him," and, dashing out into the
street, shot the sniper at close quarters, fall-
ing mortally wounded at the same instant.

This gallant man well knew it was cer-
tain death to go into the street, and the
party opposite was faced with the alternative
of crossing the fire-swept street or staying
where it was and being shot one by one.

•To save their lives he sacrificed his own.

No. 34506 Pte. Henry Tandey, D.C.M.,
M.M., 5th Bn., W. Rid. R. (T.F.) (Leaming-
ton).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive during the capture of the village and the
crossings at Marcoing, arid the subsequent
counter-attack on September 28th, 1918.

When, during the advance on Marcoing,
his platoon was held up by machine-gun fire,
he at once crawled forward, located the
machine gun, and, with a Lewis gun team,
knocked it out.

On arrival at the crossings he restored the
plank bridge under a hail of bullets, thus
enabling the first crossing to be made at this
vital spot.

Later in the evening, during an attack, he,
with eight comrades, was surrounded by an
overwhelming number of Germans, and
though the position was apparently hopeless,
he led a baypnet charge through them, fight-
ing so fiercely that 37 of the enemy were
driven into the hands of the remainder of
his company.

Although twice wounded, he refused to
leave till the fight was won.

No. 6939 Pte. Robert Mactier, late 23rd
Bn., A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion,
to duty on the morning of the 1st September,
1918, during the attack on the village of Mt.
St. Quentin.

Prior to the advance of the battalion, it
was necessary to clear up several enemy
strong points close to our line. This the
bombing patrols sent forward failed to effect,
and the battalion was unable to move. Pte.
Mactier single-handed, and in daylight,
thereupon jumped out of the trench, rushed
past the block, closed with and killed the
machine-gun garrison of eight men, with Ms
revolver and bombs, and threw the" enemy
machine gun over the parapet. Then, rush-
ing forward about 20 yards he jumped into
another strong point held by a garrison of
six men who immediately surrendered. Con-
tinuing to thesnext block through the trench,
he disposed of an enemy machine gun which
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had been .enfilading our flank advancing
troops, and was then killed by another
machine gun at close range.

It'was entirely due to this exceptional
valour and determination of P'te. Mactiei

. that the battalion was able to move on to
its '' jumping-off '' trench and carry out the
successful operation of capturing the village
of Mt. St. Quentin a few hours latei.

No. 177239 Pte. John Francis Young, 87th
Bn., Quebec R.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty in attack at Dury-Arras
sector on the 2nd September, 1918, when
acting as a stretcher-bearer attached to " D "
Company of the 87th Bn., Quebec Kegiment.

This company in the advance over the
ridge suffered heavy casualties from shell and
machine-gun fire.

Pte. Young, in spite of the complete
absence of cover, without the least hesitation
went out, and in the open fire-swept ground
dressed the wounded. Having exhausted
his stock of dressings, on more than one
occasion he returned, under intense fire, to
hie company headquarters for a further
supply. This work he continued for over an
hour, displaying throughout the most abso-
lute fearlessness.

.To his courageous conduct must be
ascribed the saving of the lives of many of
his comrades.

Later, when the fire had somewhat slack-
ened, he organised and led stretcher narties
to bring in the wounded whom he had

. dressed.
All through the operations of 2nd, 3rd,

and 4th September Pte. Young continued to
show the greatest valour and devotion to
duty.

No. 2204279 Pte. Walter Leigh Rayfield,
7th Bn., British Columbia R.

For most conspicuous bravery, devotion to
duty, and initiative during the operations
east of Arras from 2nd to 4th September,
1918.

Ahead of his company,, he rushed a trench
occupied by a large party of the enemy, per-
sonally bayoneting two and taking ten
prisoners.

Later, he located and engaged with great
skill, under constant rifle fire, an enemy
sniper who was causing many casualties.
He then rushed the section of trench from
which the sniper had been operating, and so
demoralised the enemy by his coolness and
daring that thirty others surrendered to him.

Again, regardless of his personal safety,
he left cover under heavy machine-gun fir©
and carried in a badly wounded comrade.

His indomitable courage, cool foresight,
and daring reconnaissance were invaluable
to his Company Commander and an inspira-
tion to all ranks.

the advance was held up by heavy machine-
gun fire, Pte. Beatham dashed forward, and,
assisted by one man, bombed and fought the
crews of four enemy machine guns, killing
ten of them and capturing ten others, thus
facilitating the advance and saving many
casualties.

When the final objective was reached,
although previously wounded, he again
dashed forward and bombed a machine gun,
being riddled with bullets and killed in doing
so.

The valour displayed by this gallant
soldier inspired all ranks in a wonderful
manner.

No. 2742 Pte. Kobert Matthew Beatham,
late 8th Bn., A.I.F. . . ' •

. For most conspicuous bravery and self-
sacrifice during the attack north of Rosieres,
eastof Amiens, on 9th August, 1918, When

No. 726 Pte. George Cartwright, 33rd
Bn., A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty on the morning of the 31st August,
1918, during the .attack on Road Wood,
south-west of Bouchavesnes, near Peronne.

When two companies were held up by
machine-gun fire from the south-western
edge of the wood, without hesitation Pte.
Cartwright moved against the gun in a most
deliberate manner under intense fire.

He shot three of the team, and, having
bombed the post, captured the gun and nine
enemy. This gallant deed had a most inspir-
ing effect on the whole line, which imme-
diately rushed forward.

Throughout the operation Pte. Cartwright
displayed wonderful dash, grim determina-
tion, and courage of the highest order.

No. 15 84A Pte. William Matthew 'Currey,
53rd Bn., A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and daring
in the attack on Peronne on the morning of
1st September, 1918.

When the battalion was suffering heavy
casualties from a 77 mm. field gun at very
close range, Pte. Currey, without hesitation,
rushed forward under intense machine-gun
fire and succeeded in capturing the gun
single-handed after killing the entire crew.

Later, when the advance of the left flank
was checked by an enemy strong point,
Pte. Currey crept around the flank and en-
gaged the post with a Lewis gun. Finally,
he rushed the post single-handed, causing
many casualties. It was entirely owing to
his gallant conduct that the situation was
relieved and the advance enabled to con-
tinue.

•Subsequently he volunteered to carry
orders for the withdrawal of an isolated com-

. pany, and this he succeeded in doing despite
shell and rifle fire, returning later with valu-
able information.

Throughout the operations his striking
example of coolness, determination, ami
utter disregard of danger had a most inspir-
ing effect on his comrades, and his gallant
work contributed largely to the success of
the operations'.

No. 410935 Pte. Claude Joseph Patrick
Nunney, D.C.M., M.M., 38th Bn., Eastern
Ontario" R.

For most, conspicuous' bravery during the
operations against the Drocourt-Queant line
on the 1st and 2nd September, 1918,
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On 1st September, when his battalion was
in the vicinity of Vis-en-Artois, preparatory
to the advance, the enemy laid down a
heavy barrage and counter-attacked. Pte.
Nunney, who was at this time at company
headquarters, immediately on his own initia-
tive proceeded through the barrage to the
company outpost lines, going from post to
post and encouraging the men by his own

fearless example. The enemy were repulsed
and a critical situation -was saved. During
the attack on 2nd September his dash con-
tinually placed him in advance of his com-
panions, and his fearless example undoubt
edly helped greatly to carry the company
forward to its objectives.

He displayed throughout the highest
degree of valour urtil severely wounded.
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