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WEDNESDAY, 27 NOVEMBEB, 1918.
War

Office,
27th November, 1918.
His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria Cross to the undermentioned Officers,
N.C.O.s and Men: —
Capt. and Bt. Maj; (A./Lt.-Col.) John
Standish Surtees Prendergast Vereker, Viseount Gort, D.S.O., M.V.O , M.C., 1st Bn..
G. Gds.
For most conspicuous bravery, skilful
leading and devotion to duty during the
attack of the Guards Division on 27th 'September, 1918, across the Canal Du Nord,
near Flesquieres, when in command of the
1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, the leading battalion of the 3rd Guards Brigade.
Under heavy artillery and machine-gun
fire he led his battalion with great skill
and determination to the " forming-up "
ground, where very severe fire from artillery
and machine guns was again encountered.
Although wounded, he quickly grasped
the situation, directed a platoon to proceed
down a sunken road to make a flanking
attack, and, under terrific fire, went across
open ground to obtain the assistance of a

Tank, which he personally led and directed
to the best possible advantage. While thus
fearlessly exposing himself, he was again
severely wounded by a shell. Notwithstanding considerable loss of blood, after lying on
a stretcher for awhile, lie insisted on getting
up and personally directing the further
attack. By his magnificent example of
devotion to duty and utter disregard of
personal safety all ranks were inspired to
exert themselves to the utmost, and the
attack resulted in the capture of over 200
prisoners, two batteries of field guns an-'l
numerous machine guns. Lt.-Col. Viscount
Gort then proceeded to organise the defen«*
of the captured position until he collapsed;
even then he refused to leave the field until
he had seen the " success signal" go up on
the final objective.
The successful advance of the battalion
was mainly due to the valour, devotion and
leadership of this very gallant officer.
Lt. (A./Capt.) Cyril Hubert Frisby, CGds. (S.R.). attd. 1st Bn.
For most conspicuous bravery, leadership
and devotion to duty in action on the 27th
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September, 1918, across the Canal Du Nord,
near Graincourt, when in command of a
company detailed to capture the Canal
crossing, on the Demicourt-Graincourt road.
On reaching the Canal ths leading pip toon
came under annihilating machine-gun fire
.from a strong machine-gun post under the
• old iron bridge on the far side of the Canai,
and was unable to advance, despite reinforcing waves. Capt. Frisby realised at once
that unless this post was captured the whole
advance in this area would fail. Calling for
volunteers to follow him, he dashed forward,
and, with three other ranks, he climbed
down into the Canal under an intense point•blank machine-gun fire and succeeded in
capturing the post with two machine guns
and twelve men.
By his personal valour and initiative he
restored the situation and enabled the
attacking companies to continue the
advance.
Having reached and consolidated his objective, he gave timely support to the company on his right, which had lost all its
officers and sergeants, organised its defences,
and beat off a heavy hostils counter-attack.
He was wounded in the leg by a bayonet
in the attack on the machine-gun post, but
remained at duty throughout, thereby
setting a splendid example to all ranks.

September, 1918, when Serjeant in command of a platoon forming part of
the leading waves of the battalion
attacking tne high ground to the east of
Bancourt.
On reaching the crest, it
was found that a line of five enemy
machine-gun posts offered a serious obstacle
to further advance. Under point blank fire,
however, the company advanced against
these posts. When about twenty yards from
the postsi Sjt. Grant, closely followed by a
comrade, rushed forward ahead of hie
platoon, and with great dash and bravery
entered the centre post, demoralising the
garrison and enabling the men of his platoon
to mop up the position.
In the same manner he then rushed the
post on the left and the remaining posts were
quickly occupied and cleared by his company.
Throughout the whole operation on this
and the two previous days Sjt. Grant displayed coolness, determination, and valour
of the highest order, and set a splendid'
example to all.
No. 20810 Pte. (L./Cpl.) Thomas Norman
Jackson, late IstBn., C. Gds. (Swinton).
For most conspicuous bravery and selfsacrifice in the attack across the Canal Du
Nord, near Graincourt.
On the morning of the 27th September,
1918, L./Cpl. Jackson was the first to volunteer to fallow Capt. C. H. Frisby, Coldstream Guards, across the Canal du Nord in
his rush against an enemy machine-gun post.
With two comrades he followed his officer
across the Canal, rushed the post, captured
the two machine-guns, and so enabled the
companies to advance. Later in the morning, L./Cpl. Jackson was the first to jump
into a German trench which his platoon had
to clear, and after doing further excellent
work he was unfortunately killed.
Throughout the whole day until he was
killed this young N.C.O. showed the greatest valour and devotion to duty and set an
inspiring example to all.

Lt. William Donovan Joynt, 8th Bn.,
A.I.F.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty during the attack on Herleville
. Wood', near Chuignes, Beronne, on 23rd
August, 1918.
His company commander having been
killed early in the advance, he immediately
%ook charge of the company, which he led
with courage and skill.
On approaching
Herleville Wood the troops of the leading
battalion, which his battalion was supporting, suffered very heavy casualties and were
much shaken.
Lt. Joynt, grasping the
situation, rushed forward under very heavy
machine-gun and artillery fire, collected and
No. 59812 Pte. Wilfred Wood, 10th Bn.,
reorganised the remnant of the battalion,
and kept them under cover pending the North'd Fus. (Stockport).
arrival of his own company. He then made
For most conspicuous bravery and initiaa personal reconnaissance and found that
tive on 28th October, 1918, near Casa Van,
the fire from the wood was checking the
Italy, when a unit on the right flank having
whole advance and causing heavy casualties
been held up by hostile machine guns and
to troops on his flanks. Dashing out in f
snipers, Pte. Wood, on his own initiative,
front of his men, he inspired and led a mag- ; worked forward with his Lewis gun, enfiladed
nificent frontal bayonet attack on the wood.
the enemy machine-gun nest, and caused 140
Tie enemy were staggered by this sudden
enemy to surrender.
onslaught, and a very critical situation was
The advance was continued till a hidden
saved.
machine gun opened fire at point blank
Later, at Plateau Wood, this very gallant
range. Without a moment's hesitation Pte.
officer again with a small party of volunteers
Wood charged the machine gun, firing his
rendered invaluable service, and after severe
Lewis gun from the hip at the same time.
hand-to-hand fighting turned a stubborn deHe killed the machine-gun crew, and withfence into an abject surrender.
out further orders pushed on and enfiladed a
His valour and determination was conditch from which three officers and 160 men
spicuous throughout, and he continued to do
subsequently surrendered.
magnificent work until badly wounded by
The conspicuous valour and initiative of
a shell.
this gallant soldier in the face of intense rifle
and machine-gun fire was beyond all praise.
No. 10/2950 Sit. John Gilroy Grant, 1st
Bn., Wellington R., N.Z.F.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty near Bancourt on the 1st

Ressaidar Badlu Singh, late 14th Lancers,
attached 29th Lancers, Indian Army.
For most conspicuous bravery and selfsacrifice on the morning of the 23rd Septem-
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her, 1918, when his squadron charged a
strong enemy position on the west bank of
the River Jordan, between the river and
Kh. es Samariveh Village.
On nearing the position Ressaidar Badlu
:
Singh realised that the squadron was suffering casualties from a small hill on the left
front occupied by machine guns and 200
infantry. Without the slightest hesitation
he collected six other ranks and with the

greatest dash and an entire disregard of
danger charged and captured the position,
thereby saving very heavy casualties to the
squadron. He was mortally wounded on the
very top of iihe hill when capturing one of
the machine guns single-handed, but all the
machine guns and infantry had surrendered
to him before he died.
His valour and initiative were of the
highest order.
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