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Armies, India lent the services of a large
number of officers who were on leave in the;

United Kingdom when war broke-out and we're
retained there for the training of the newly
raised troops and for staff and other duties
under the War Office.

4. During 1915, attempts were made by the
enemy through various sources to create dis-
affection in the Indian Army, and provoke
internal disorder. These efforts were success-
fully checked owing to the loyalty of the troops
and the prompt assistance- rendered by the
Indian Police, who displayed great courage and
efficiency in the performance of their difficult
duties.

5. The necessity for the despatch of large
drafts of officers and men overseas to replace
wastage in the units fighting in France, Galli-
poli, Egypt, Mesopotamia, East Africa, and
the Gameroons, caused a very heavy strain on
the Indian Army. The substantial assistance
rendered at this juncture by the Nepal Durbar,
in placing a contingent of their troops at the
disposal of the Government of India, proved,
therefore, most timely. The Prime Minister
of Nepal also placed the services of his son,
General Sir Baber Shum Shere Jang Bahadoor
Rana, K.C.I.E., at the disposal of my prede-
cessor. The untiring efforts of this officer have
been of the greatest assistance, while the
Nepalese troops have proved a valuable addi-
tion to our strength, and have materially
assisted in the task of maintaining order on
India's frontiers, notably in connection with
the operations in Waziristan in 1917.

6. Meanwhile, the various expeditionary
forces dependent on India continued to expand.
The force in Mesopotamia, which had originally
consisted of one division, had increased con-
siderably. Moreover, owing to Turkish incur-
sions into the Aden hinterland, it had become
necessary to increase the Aden garrison so as
to ensure the safety of that fortress. In addi-
tion, several minor operations had to be under-
taken on the North-East and North-West
frontiers as well as in Sistan and Waziristan.

7. The maintenance of these forces entailed
a heavy drain on India, not only in men but
also in munitions, medical equipment, and sup-
plies . To meet these deman as, every endeavour
was made to develop all available resources.
With the assistance of the Railway Board, steps
were taken in 1915 to supplement the manu-
facturing capacity of the ordnance establish-
ments by organising munition factories in rail-
way and other workshops. These efforts proved
so successful that by the end of 1916 the
monthly output of shell alone had increased
1,200 per cent. In addition to the manufac-
ture of munitions, the Railway Board assisted
in the provision of railway material, river
craft and machinery, and in the recruitment
of technical personnel.

8. The reorganisation of the force in Meso-
potamia preparatory to the advance on Bagh-
dad, the development of the port of Basrah,
and the provision of a large river flotilla for
service on the Tigris, created fresh demands on
India necessitating extensive changes in. the
organisation of sources of. supply. The Indian
Munitions Board was accordingly constituted,
and early in'1917 it assumed responsibility for
the construction of river craft and the provi-
sion .of railway material, engineering stores,
machinery, tools, timber, textiles, hides and

electrical plant, not only for the forces over-
seas, but also for those serving in India. It
subsequently took over the control of the Ord-
nance, Clothing and Boot Factories and of
various Industries directly connected with the
manufacture of army requirements. These
activities were in nowise affected by the deci-
sion, arrived at early in 1916, to place the con-
trol of operations in Mesopotamia directly
under the War Office, and they have continued
to expand and develop ever since, entailing
constantly increasing demands on the resources
of India.

9. At the outbreak of war, several Volunteer
units undertook to replace or supplement, for
as long as might be necessary, the Regulars in
certain garrisons, in which employment they
rendered excellent service. The Volunteer
Force, as formerly constituted, has since ceased
to exist and has been reorganised as the Indian
Defence Force. The passing of the Indian De-
fence Force Act in 1917, rendered military
training compulsory for all European British
subjects in India between the ages of 16 and
50, thus bringing their military obligations
more into line with those required of their fel-
low citizens in other portions of the Empire.
These increased obligations have been accepted
in a soldierly and patriotic spirit and officers
and men have spared no effort to improve their
military training. The efforts made to develop
and improve this force have been attended with
success and, though only recently constituted,
it has attained considerable efficiency.

10. The regimental and departmental re-
cruiting agencies which before the war had
sufficed to provide the small numbers required
for the maintenance of peace cadres, were
found incapable of meeting the increased de-
mands arising from war wastage, the creation
of many new units and the recruitment of
labour on a considerable scale. The formation
of a Central Recruiting Board was accordingly
decided on in 1917 and its work has been con-
spicuously successful. Thanks to the willing
assistance rendered by Local Governments, all
sources of recruitment have been systematically
exploited, with the result that, besides raising
recruits for the combatant ranks on a greatly
increased scale, large numbers have been
enlisted for Indian Labour Corps overseas as
well as for various technical services.

11. The sick and wounded despatched to
India from oversea theatres of war, as well as
those invalided from Waziristan and other
theatres of frontier operations, have been
adequately and sympathetically cared for. • A
number of war hospitals have been formed,
other hospitals have been expanded and im-
proved, and Ruling Chiefs and others have
generously provided hospitals and convalescent
homes in Bombay and elsewhere, in which
everything possible has been done for the com-
fort of the sick and wounded. The satisfac-
tory health of the troops, both in the field and
in India, affords striking testimony as to the
value and efficacy of these measures and the
skill, forethought and administrative capacity
of the Medical Services.

12. I desire to place on record my high appre-
ciation of the services rendered to the Army
in India by Local Governments, Civil Depart-
ments and various public bodies such as Rail-
way Administrations, Port Trusts and Munich
palities, besides many shipping companies and
private f i r m s . . ' _ . . ' - •


