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sary directions, pointing out where they were
to make for, and thus pave the way for a
Canadian Infantry battalion to push forward. To this battalion he subsequently
gave requisite support.
His magnificent display of courage and
fine qualities of leadership enabled the
advance to be continued, although always
under heavy artillery and machine-gun fire,
and contributed largely to the success of the
brigade attack.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Noncommissioned Officers and Men: —
Lt.-Col. Cyrus Wesley Peck, D.S.O., Manitoba R.
For most conspicuous bravery and skilful
leading when in attack under intense fire.
His command quickly captured the first
objective, but progress to the further objecT./Comdr. Daniel Marcus William Beak,
tive was held up by enemy machine-gun fire D.S.O., M.C., B.N.V.R.
on his right flank.
For most conspicuous bravery, courageous
The situation being critical in the extreme,
leadership and devotion to duty during a
Colonel Peck pushed forward and made a
prolonged period of operations.
personal
reconnaissance under heavy
He led his men in attack, and, despite
machine-gun and sniping fire, across a
heavy machine-gun fire, four enemy positions
stretch of ground which was heavily swept by
were captured. His skilful and fearless
fire.
leadership resulted in the complete success of
Having reconnoitred the position he rethis operation and enabled other battalions
turned, reorganised his battalion, and, acting
to reach-their objectives.
• upon the knowledge personally gained;
Four days later, though dazed by a shell
. pushed them forward and arranged to profragment, in the absence of the brigade comtect his* flanks. He then went out under the
mander, he reorganised the whole brigade
most intense artillery and machine-gun fire,
under .extremely heavy gun "fire and led his
intercepted the Tanks, gave them the necesmen with splendid courage to their objective.

13472 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 15 NOVEMBER, 191,8,
An attack having been held up he rushed
forward, accompanied by only one runner,
and succeeded in breaking up a nest of
machine guns, personally bringing back nine
or ten prisoners. His fearless example instilled courage and confidence in his men,
who then quickly resumed the advance under
his leadership.
On a subsequent occasion he displayed
great courage and powers of leadership in
attack, and his initiative, coupled with the
confidence with which he inspired all ranks,
not only enabled his own and a neighbouring
unit to advance, but contributed very
materially to the success of the Naval Division in these operations.

his own machine guns, he inflicted severe
casualties on the enemy. His example of
fearless and unhesitating devotion to duty
under circumstances of great personal danger
greatly inspired the neighbouring troops,
and his action had a marked effect on the
operations.
No. 240194 Sgt. Laurence Calvert, M.M..
K.O.Y.L.I. (Conisbro').
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty in attack when the success of
the operation was rendered doubtful owing,
to severe enfilade machine-gun fire. Alone
and single-handed Sjt. Calvert, rushing forward against the machine-gun team,
bayoneted three and shot four.
His valour and determination in capturing single-handed two machine guns and
killing the crews thereof enabled the ultimate objective to be won. . His personal
gallantry inspired all ranks.

Lt. Charles Smith Rutherford, M.C., M.M.,
Quebec R.
For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and devotion to duty. When in command,
of an assaulting party Lt. Rutb.er.ford found
himself a considerable distance ahead of his
men, and at the same moment observed a
fully armed strong enemy party outside a
No. 24/213 fijt. Harry John Laurent, N.Z..
" Pill Box " ahead of him. He beckoned to Rif. Bde.
them with'his..revolver to. come to him, in
For most conspicuous bravery, skill, and
return they waved to'hjim to come to them.
enterprise when during art attack he was deThis h$ boldly, did,, and informed them that
tailed to exploit an initial success and keep
they were prisoners. This fact an enemy
in touch with the enemy. With a party
officer disputed and invited Jib/ Rutherford
of twelve he located the enemy support line
to enter the " Pill Box," an invitation he
very strongly held, at once charged the posidiscreetly declined. By „ masterly bluff,
• tion, followed by his men, and completely
however, he persuaded the enemy that they
disorganised the enemy by his suddenwere surrounded, and the whole party of 45,
. onslaught.
including two officers and three machine
In the subsequent hand-to-hand fighting
guns, surrendered to him. which ensued he showed great resourceful
Subsequently he induced the enemy officer
ness in controlling and encouraging his men,
to stop the fire "of an enemy machine-gun
and thirty of the enemy having been killed,
close "by, and IA. Rutherford
took advantage
the remainder surrendered, a total.of one
1
of the opportunity to' hasten the advance of
officer and 111 other ranks in all.
hitmen. jto. his support. . . . • • '
The success of this daring venture, which
Lt. Rutherford then observed that the
caused his party four casualties only, was
right, assaulting party was held up by heavy
due to his gallantry and enterprise.
""machine-gun fire from another " Pill Box."
Indicating an objective to the remainder of
his party he attacked the " Pill Box " with
No. 426402 A. /Sjt. Arthur George Knight
a Lewis gun section and captured a further
late
Alberta R.
35 prisoners with machine guns, thus
For most conspicuous bravery, initiative,
enabling tb.0 party to continue their advance.
and devotion to duty when, after an unThe .bold- and,- gallant action of this officer
successful attack, iSjt. Knight led a bombcontributed very materially to the- capture
ing section forward, under very heavy fire
of-the main .objective and was a wonderful
of all descriptions, and engaged the enemy
' inspiration to all ranks in pressing home the
at close quarters. Seeing that his party conattack on a yery. strong /position.
tinued to be held up, he dashed forward
alone, bayoneting several of the enemy
T. /2nd Lt. William'Allison White-, M.G.
machine-gunners and trench mortar crews,
•Corps. • \ ""
and forcing the remainder to retire in conFor most conspicuous bra.ve,ry and initiafusion. He then brought forward a Lewis
tive in attack.
gun and directed his fire on the retreating
When the advance of the infantry was
enemy, inflicting many- casualties.
being delayed by; ah'enemy machine gun, he
In the subsequent advance of bis platoon:
rushed the gun position 'single-handed, shot
in pursuit, Sjt. Knight saw a party of about
•the three g-unners, and captured the gun.
thirty of the enemy go into a deep tunnel
Later, in similar circumstances, he attacked
which led off the trench. He again dashed
a gun accompanied by two men, but both of
forward alone, and, having killed one officerthe latter were immediately shot "down. He
and two N.C.O.'s, captured twenty other
went on • alone '-to the gun position and
ranks. Subsequently he routed, single• bayoneted or eliot the team of five men and
.handed, another enemy party which was
captured the gun.
On a third occasion,
opposing the advance of his platoon.
when the a'dvance was held up by hostile fire
On each occasion he displayed the greatest
from an enemy position, he collected a small
valour under fire at very close range, and by
• party and rushed the position, inflicting
his example of courage, gallantry, and
heavv losses on the garrison.
initiative was a wonderful inspiration to all.
• Subsequently, in consolidating the posiThis very gallant N.C.O. was subsetion by the skilful use of captured enemy and
. quently fatally wounded. .
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No; 2,8939 Cpl; John McNamara, "E. Surr.
;
R. (Preston).
.
; •
;' For .conspicuous' bravery, initiative,
and
;
devotion
to'duty.
:
•
1
1 When operating a telephone in evacuated
i-; enemy trenches .occupied by his battalion,
• . .Cpl: McNamara realised that <a determined
enemy counter-attack was gaining ground.
: Rushing to join the nearest post, he made
.„•; the most effective use of a revolver taken
from a wounded officer.. Then - seizing' a
Lewis gun, he continued to fire it till it
jammed. By this time he was alone in the
post. Having destroyed his telephone,' he
joined the nearest post, and again displayed
great courage and initiative in maintaining
Lewis gun fire until reinforcements arrived.
It was undoubtedly due to the magnificent
courage and determination of Pte. McNamara that the other posts were enabled to
hold on, and his fine example of devotion is
worthy of the highest praise.
No. 5046 L./Cpl. Henry Weale, R.W. Fus.
(Shotton, Ches.).
For most conspicuous bravery and initiative in attack. The adjacent battalion
having been held up by enemy machine
guns, L./Cpl. Weale was ordered to deal
with the hostile posts. When his Lewis gun
failed him, on his own initiative he rushed
the nearest post and killed the crew, then
went for the others, the crews of which fled
on his approach, this gallant N.C.O. pursuing them.
His very dashing deed cleared the way for
the advance, inspired his comrades, and
resulted in the capture of. all the machine
guns.
No. 285242 L./Cpl. Alfred Wilcox, Oxf. &
Bucks. Li.I. (Birmingham).
For most conspicuous bravery and initia
tive in attack when his company was held up
by heavy and persistent machine-gun fire at
close range.
On his own initiative, with four men he
rushed ahead to the nearest enemy gun,
bombed it, killed the gunner, and put the
gun out of action. Being then attacked by
an enemy bombing party, Cpl. Wilcox
picked up enemy bombs and led his party
against the next gun, finally capturing and
destroying it.
Although left with only one man, he continued bombing and captured a third gun.
He again bombed up the trench, captured a
fourth gun, and then rejoined his platoon.
Cpl. Wilcox displayed in this series of
successful individual enterprises exceptional
valour, judgment, and initiative.
No. 42364 L./Cpl. Ernest Seaman, late ^
Innis. Fus. (Scole, Norfolk).
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. When the right flank 'oS his
company was held up by a nest of enemy'
machine-guns, he, with great courage and
initiative, rushed forward under heavy fire
with his Lewis gun and engaged the posi-.
tion single-handed, capturing two machine
..guns and twelve prisoners and killing one
- 5icer and two men.
. ,
Later in the day he again rushed 'another
<nemy machine-gun position, capturing the

• gun under heavy' tire. • •' He Was^ killed' immediately after.
• '-'• ••'• ••'*•'• '•'
His courage- an<i';'dash were beyond all
praise, and it was"- entirely <due to the' very
gallant Conduct • of : L:'/iC.;' Seaman that his.
company was enabled to:push forward to
its objective and capture many -prisoners.
No.- 22614 L./Gpl.1^William. Henry>'>Metcalf, M.M., Manitoba B>.
For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and devotion to duty in attack, when, the
right flank of the battalion being held up,
he realised the situation and rushed forward under intense machine-gun fire to a
passing Tank on the left. With his signal
flag he walked in front of the Tank, directing it along the trench in a perfect hail 01
bullets and bombs. The machine-gun
strong points were overcome, very heavy
casualties were inflicted on the enemy, and
a very critical situation was relieved.
Later, although wounded, he continued
to advance until ordered to get into a shell
hole and have his wounds dressed.
His valour throughout was of the highest
standard.
No. 12311 Pte. Hugh Mclver, M.M., late
R. Scots (Newton).
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty when employed as a company
runner. In spite of heavy artillery and
machine-gun fire he carried messages regardless of his own safety. Single-handed, lie
pursued an enemy scout into a machinegun post, and having killed six of the garrison captured twenty prisoners with two
machine guns.
This gallant action enabled the company
to advance unchecked.
Later, he succeeded at great personal risk
in stopping the fire of a British Tank which
was directed in error against our own troops
at close range.
By this very gallant action Pte. Mclver
undoubtedly saved many lives.

No. 68H39 Pte. Jack Harvey, Lond. R,
(Camberwell).
For most conspicuous bravery and disregard of personal danger in attack.
When the advance of his company was
held up by intense machine-gun fife Pte.
Harvey at once dashed forward through
heavy enemy lire and rushed a machinegun post, shooting two of the team and
bayoneting another.
He then destroyed
the gun and continued to work his way
along the enemy trench, and, singlehanded, rushed an enemy
'dug-out which
contained 'thirty-seven1-of the enemy and
compelled them to surrender.
By these
' two acts of> .gr.eat gallantry he saved nis
company heavy .casualties'and enabled the
whole of the attacking line to advance.
Throughout the entire operation he1
showed the most 'magnificent courage and
determination, .and, ,by-, the* splendid'
example which he set to all ranks, mate' rially assisted in the success of the operation.
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No. 14/131 Pte. James Crichton, Auck- , .. by machine-gun fire, subsequently rejoinland R., N.Z.F.
. .
ing his platoon.
For most conspicuous bravery and devo.„ Later, he .undertook on his own initiation to duty, when, although wounded in ;
tive to save a bridge which had- been
the foot, he continued with the advancing , ..mined, and though .under close fire of
'troops, despite difficult canal and river
:.. machine .guns and snipers he succeeded in
removing the charges returning with the
obstacles.
4
> .
When his platoon was subsequently :'
; fuzes and detonators.
forced back by a counter-attack he sueThough suffering from a painful wound ha
ceeded in carrying a message which involved . displayed the highest degree of .valour and
swimming a .river and crossing an area swept
devotion to duty. .
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