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War Office,
,30th October, 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Chief
Petty Officer, N.C.O.'s and Man: —

Capt. (A./Lt.-Cbl.) Richard Annesley'
West, D.S.O., M.C., late North Irish Horse
(Cav. S.R.) and Tank Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery, leadership
and self-sacrifice. ;

During an attack, the infantry having lost'
their bearing.3 in the dense fog, this officer
at once collected and re-organised any men he
could find and led them to their objective in
face of heavy machine-gun fire. Through-
out the whole action he displayed the most
utter disregard of danger, and the capture,
of the objective was in a great part due to
his initiative and gallantry.

On a subsequent occasion it was intended
that a battalion of light Tanks -under the |
command of this officer should exploit the1

initial infantry and heavy Tank attack. He
therefore went forward in order to keep in
touch with the progress of the battle, and

arrived at the front line when the enemy
were in process of delivering a local counter-
attack. The infantry battalion had suffered
heavy officer casualties, and its flanks were
exposed. Realising that there was a danger
of the battalion giving way, he at once rode
out in front of them under extremely heavy
machine-gun and rifle fire and rallied the
men. In spite of the fact that the enemy
were close upon him he took charge of the
situation and detailed non-commissioned
officers to replace officer casualties. He then
rode up and down in front of them in face 01
certain death, encouraging the men and
calling to them, " Stick it, men; show them
fight; and for God's sake put up a good
fight." He fell riddled by machine-gun
bullets.

The magnificent bravery of this very
gallant officer at the critical moment in-
spired the infantry to redoubled efforts, and
the hostile attack was defeated.

Lt. Cecil Harold Sewell, late R.W. Kent
R., attd. Tank Corps.

When in command of a section of
Whippet Light Tanks in action this officer
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displayed most conspicuous bravery and
initiative in getting out of his own Tank and
crossing open ground under heavy shell and
machine-gun fire to rescue the crew of
another Whippet of his section which had
side-slipped into a large shell-hole, over-
turned and taken fire. The door of the
Tank having become -jammed against the
side of the shell-hole, Lt. Sewell, by his own
unaided efforts, dug away the entrance to
the door and released the crew. In so doing
he undoubtedly saved the lives of the officer
and men inside the Tank, as they could not
have got out without his assistance.

After having extricated the crew, seeing
one of his own crew lying wounded behind
his Tank, he again dashed across the open
ground to his assistance. He was hit in
doing so, but succeeded in reaching the
Tank when a few minutes later he was
again hit, fatally, in the act of dressing his
wounded driver.

During the whole of this period he was
within full view and short range of the
enemy machine guns and rifle-pits, and
throughout, by his prompt and heroic action,
showed an utter disregard for his own per-
sonal safety.

Lt. Alfred Edward Gaby, late "A.I.P.
For most conspicuous bravery and dash in

attack, when, on reaching the wire in front
of an enemy trench, strong opposition was
encountered. The advance was at once
checked, the enemy being in force about
forty yards beyond the wire, and command-
ing the gap with machine guns and rifles.

Lt. Gaby found another gap in the wire,
and, single-handed, approached the strong
point while machine guns and rifles were still
being fired from it. Running along the
parapet, still alone, and at point-blank
range, he emptied his revolver into the gar-
rison, drove the crews from their guns, and
compelled the- surrender of fifty of the
enemy with four machine guns. He then
quickly reorganised his men and led them
on to his final objective, which he captured
and consolidated.

Three days later, during an attack, this
officer again led his company with great dash
to the objective. The enemy brought heavy
rifle and machine-gun fire to bear upon the
line, but in the face of this heavy fire Lt.
Gaby walked along his line of posts,
encouraging his men to quickly consolidate.
While engaged on this duty he was killed by
an enemy sniper.

No. WZ/424 Chief Petty Officer George
Prowse, R.N.V.R. (Landore).

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty when, during an advance, a por-
tion of his company became disorganised by
heavy machine-gun fire from an enemy
strong point. Collecting what men were
available he led them with great coolness and
bravery against this strong point, capturing
it together with twenty-three prisoners and
five machine-guns.

Later, he took a patrol forward in face of
much enemy opposition, and established it
on important high ground. On another occa-
sion he displaved great heroism by attack-
ing single-handed an ammunition limber

which was trying to recover ammunition,
killing three men who accompanied it and
capturing the limber.

Two days later he rendered valuable ser-
vices when covering the advance of his com-
pany with a Lewis-gun section, and located
later on two machine-gun positions in a con-
crete emplacement, which were holding up
the advance of the battalion on. the right.

With complete disregard of personal
danger he rushed forward with a small party
and attacked and captured these posts, kill-
ing six enemy and taking thirteen prisoners
and two machine guns. He was the only
survivor of this gallant party, but by this
daring and heroic action he enabled the
battalion on the right to push forward with-
out further machine-gun fire from the
village. Throughout the whole operations
his magnificent example and leadership were
an inspiration to all, and his courage was
superb.

No. 41788 Cpl. (L./Sjt.) Walter Simpson,
Line. R. (Bolton).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive when with a daylight patrol sent out to
reconnoitre and to gain touch with a neigh-
bouring division. When on the west bank
of a river an enemy machine-gun post was
sighted on the east bank. The river being
too deep to ford, Sjt. Simpson volunteered
to swim across, and having done so crept up
alone in rear of the machine-gun post. He
shot the sentry and also a second enemy who
ran out; he then turned out and caused four
more enemy to surrender.

A crossing over the river was subsequently
found, and the officer and one man of his
patrol joined him, and reconnaissance was
continued along the river bank. After pro-
ceeding some distance machine-gun and rifle
fire was opened on the patrol and the officer
was wounded. In spite of the fact that no
cover was available, Sjt. Simpson succeeded
in covering the withdrawal of the wounded
officer under most dangerous and difficult
conditions and under heavy fire.

The success of the patrol, which cleared up
a machine-gun post on the flank of the
attacking troops of a neighbouring division
and obtained an identification, was greatly
due to the very gallant conduct of Sjt. Simp-
son.

No. 24/1699 Sjt. Reginald Stanley Judson,
D.C.M., M.M., Auckland R., N.Z.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty when, in an attack on enemy
positions, he led a small bombing party
under heavy fire and captured an enemy
machine-gun.

He then proceeded up a sap alone, bomb-
ing three machine-gun crews before him.
Jumping out of the trench he ran ahead of
the enemy. Then, standing on the para-
pet, he ordered the party, consisting of two-
officers and about ten men, to surrender.
They instantly fired on him, but he threw a
bomb and jumped down amongst them,
killed two, put the rest to flight, and so cap-
tured two machine guns.

This prompt and gallant action Tint only
saved many lives, but also enabled the-
advance to be continued



SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 30 OCTOBER, 1918. 12803

No. 203329 Pte. Samuel Needham, Bedf. R.
(Hull).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive when with a strong patrol which was
heavily attacked by the enemy and forced
back in confusion. At this critical moment
Pte. Needham ran back and fired rapidly at
a body of the enemy at point-blank range.

His action checked the eneni}7 and enabled
the patrol commander to reorganise his men.

The patrol had many casualties, but success-
fully got back all their wounded, and it was
due to the action of individuals, of which this
is the most outstanding, that the entire patrol
was not cut off. Pte. Needham's example
was of the greatest value <at a critical
moment, and the bold and determined stand
made by him did more than anything to
inspire confidence, and undoubtedly saved a
critical situation.
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