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MONDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER, 1918.

War Office,
16th September, 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officer and Non-
commissioned,- Officers: —

Lt. Albert Borella, M.M., A.I.F.
For most conspicuous bravery in attack.
Whilst leading his platoon with the first

wave Lt. Borella marked an enemy machi7ie
gun firing through our barrage. He ran out
ahead of his men into the barrage, shot two
German machine-gunners with his revolver,
and captured the gun.

He then led his narty, now reduced to ten
men and two Lewis guns, against a very
strongly held trench, using his revolver and
later a rifle, with great effect, causing
many enemy casualties. His leading and
splendid example resulted in the garrison
being quickly shot or captured. Two large
dug-outs were also bombed and thirty
prisoners taken.

Subsequently the enemy twice counter-
attacked in strong force, on the second occa-
sion outnumbering Lt. Borella's platoon by
ten to one, but his cool determination in-

spired his men to resist heroically, and the
enemy were repulsed with very heavy loss.

No. 200854 Sjt. John Meikle, M.M., late
Sea. Highrs, (Nitshill).

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive when his company, having been held up
by machine-gun fire, he rushed single-handed
a machine-gun nest. He emptied his re-
volver into the crews of the two guns and put
the remainder out of action with a heavy
stick. Then, standing up, lie waved his
comrades on.

Very shortly afterwards another hostile
machine gun checked progress, and threat-
ened also the success of the company on the
right. Most of his platoon having become
casualties, Sjt. Meikle seized the rifle and
bayonet of a fallen comrade, and again
rushed forward against the gun crew, but was
killed almost on the gun position. His
bravery allowed two other men who followed
him to put this gun out of action.

This gallant non-commissioned officer's
valour, devotion to duty, and utter disregard
for his personal safety was an inspiring
example to all.


