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Cdr. Alfred E. Godsal, D.S.O., R.N.
This officer led the previous attempt to

"block Ostend in the " Brilliant," and on his
return at once begged to be allowed to try
again. On being appointed to the " Vin-
dictive " he worked with the greatest energy
to get her ready for further service at the
earliest possible moment. On the night of
9th/10th May, having placed his vessel
"between the piers of Ostend harbour, he left
the shelter of the conning tower for the fore-
castle in order to get a better view for
manoeuvring her into the required position.
He was almost immediately killed, and the
Service lost in him a very gallant and valu-
able officer.

Lieut. Angus H. Maclachlan, R.N.
Lieutenant MacLachlan was in the " Bril-

liant" in the previous attempt to block
Ostend, and at once volunteered for the
second operation. This gallant young officer
was in charge of the " Vindictive's " after
•control on the night of the 9th/10th May,
and was killed at his post.

Lieut. Geoffrey H. Drummond, R.N.V.R.
Volunteered for rescue work in command

of M.L. 254. 'Following "Vindictive" to
Ostend, when off the. piers a shell burst
on board, killing Lieutenant Gordon
Boss and Deckhand J. Thomas, wound-
ing the coxswain, and also severely
wounding Lieutenant Drummond in three
places. Notwithstanding his wounds he
remained on the bridge, navigated his
vessel, which was already seriously damaged
"by shell fire, into Ostend harbour, placed her
alongside "Vindictive," and took off two
•officers and thirty-eight men—some of whom
were killed and many wounded while em-
T>arking. When informed that there was no
one alive left on board he backed his vessel
out clear of the piers before sinking
«xhausted from his wounds. When H.M.S.
•"Warwick" fell in with M.L. 254 off
Ostend half an hour later the latter was in a
•sinking condition. It was due to the in-
domitable courage of this very galla'nt officer
that the majority of the crew of the " Vin-
dictive " were rescued.

ILieut. Roland Bourke, D.S.O., R.N.V.R. •
Volunteered for rescue work in command

«f M.L. 276, and followed "Vindictive"
into Ostend, engaging the enemy's machine
guns on both piers with Lewis guns.
After M.L. 254 had backed out Lieu-
tenant Bourke laid his vessel' alongside
"Vindictive" to make further search.
Finding no one he withdrew, but hear-
ing cries in the water he again entered
the harbour, and after a prolonged search
-eventually found Lieutenant Sir John
Alleyne and two ratings, all badly wounded,
in the water, clinging to an upended skiff,
and rescued them. During all this time the
motor launch was under a very heavy fire
at close range, being hit in fifty-five places,
•once by a 6 in. shell—two of her small crew
T)eing killed and others wounded. The vessel'
was seriously damaged and speed greatly re-
duced . Lieutenant Bourke, however, managed
to bring her out and carry on until he fell in
"with a Monitor, which took him in tow. This
•episode displayed daring and skill of a very
Siigh order, and Lieutenant Bourke's bravery

and perseverance undoubtedly saved the lives
of Lieutenant Alleyne and two of the " Vin-
dictive's " crew.

Lieut. Victor A. C. Crutchley, D.S.C., R.N.
This officer was in " Brilliant " in the un-

successful attempt to block Ostend on the
night of 22nd/23rd April, and at once
volunteered for a further effort. He acted
as 1st Lieut, of " Vindictive," and worked
with untiring energy fitting out that ship for
further service. On the night of 9th/10th
May, after his commanding officer had been
killed and the second in command severely
wounded, Lieut. Crutchley took command of
•" Vindictive" and did his utmost by
manoeuvring the engines to place that ship
in an effective position. He displayed great
bravery both in the " Vindictive " and in
M.L. 254, which rescued the crew after the
charges, had been blown and the former vessel
sunk between the piers of Ostend harbour,
and did not himself leave the " Vindictive "
until he had made a thorough search with an
electric torch for survivors under a very
heavy fire. Lieut, Crutchley took command
of M.L. 254 when the commanding officer
sank exhausted from his wounds, the second
in command having been killed. The vessel
was full of wounded and very seriously
damaged by shell fire, the fore part being
flooded. With indomitable energy and by
dint of baling with buckets and shifting
weight aft, Lieut. Crutchley and the un-
wounded kept her afloat, but the leaks could
not be kept under, and she was in a sinking
condition, with her forecastle nearly awash
when picked up by H.M.S. "Warwick."
The bearing of this very gallant officer and
fine seaman throughout these operations off
the Belgian coast was altogether admirable
and an inspiring example to all thrown in
contact with him.

Lieut. Sir John M. Alleyne, Bart., D.S.C.,
R.N.

Volunteered from a Monitor of the Dover
Patrol for service in the " Vindictive." He
rendered valuable service in refitting naviga-
tional arrangements which were destroyed in
" Vindictive " on 23rd April, and on the
actual night of the operation was invaluable
on account of his local knowledge. ' He
showed great coolness under a very heavy
fire, and most skilfully navigated the " Vin-
dictive " to the entrance to Ostend harbour.
He was severely wounded and rendered un-
conscious when his Captain was killed.

Eng. Cdr. William A. Bury, R.N.
This gallant officer greatly distinguished

himself in " Vindictive " on 23rd April,
and as soon as he knew another operation
was contemplated, volunteered, begging to
be allowed to remain in charge of the engine
room department of that vessel. He worked
most energetically to fit her out for further
service, and on the night of 9th'/10th May
he again rendered invaluable service, setting
a. fine example to his men. He remained in
the engine room until the last possible
moment, and when everyone was clear he
blew the bottom out of the ship by firing the
main and auxiliary after charges. He was
very severely wounded.


