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SATURDAY, 17 AUGUST, 1913.

War Office,
17th August, 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Vic-
toria Cross to the undermentioned Non-com-
missioned Officers and Man: —

No. 1327 Corporal Philip Davey, M.M.,
A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive in attack. In a daylight operation
against the enemy position, his platoon ad-
vanced- 200 yards, capturing part of the
enemy line, and whilst the platoon was con-
solidating, the enemy pushed a machine gun
forward under cover of a hedge and opened
fire from close range, inflicting heavy casual-
ties and hampering work. •

Alone Corporal Davey moved forward in
the face of a fierce point-blank fire, and
attacked the gun with hand grenades,
putting half the crew out of action. Having
used all available grenades he returned to
the original jumping-off trench, secured a
further supply, and again attacked the gun,
the crew of which had in the meantime
been reinforced. He killed,the crew, eight
in all, and captured the gun.

This very gallant N.C'.O. then mounted the
gun in the new post, and used it in repelling
a determined counter-attack, during which
he was severely wounded.

By his determination Corporal Davey
saved ithe platoon from annihilation, and
made it possible to consolidate and hold a
position of vital importance to the success
of the whole operation.

No. 1689A Corporal Walter Ernest Brown,
D.C.M., A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and deter-
mination when with an advanced party
from his battalion which was going into
the line in relief.

The company to which he was attached
carried out during the night a minor opera-
tion resulting in the capture of a small
system of enemy trench. Early on the
following morning an enemy strong post
about seventy . yards distant caused
the occup'ants of the newly captured trench
great inconvenience by persistent sniping.

Hearing that it had been decided to rush
this post, Corporal Brown, on his own initia-
tive, crept out along the shallow trench and
made a dash towards the post. An enemy
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machine gun opened fire from another
trench and forced him to take cover. Later
he again dashed forward and reached his
objective. With a Mills grenade in his hand
he stood at the door of a dug-out and called
on the occupants to surrender. One of the
enemy rushed out, a scuffle ensued, and
Corporal Brown knocked him down with his
fist. Loud cries of " Kamerad " were then
heard, and from the dug-out an officer and
eleven, other ranks appeared. This party
Corporal Brown brought back as prisoners
to our line, the enemy meanwhile from other
positions bringing heavy machine-gun fire
to bear on the party.

No. 3399 L./Cpl. Thomas Leslie Axford,
M.M., A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive during operations.

When the barrage lifted and the Infantry
advance commenced, his platoon was able to
reach the first enemy defences through gaps
which had been cut in the wire. The
adjoining platoon being delayed in un-cut
wire, enemy machine guns got into action,
and inflicted many casualties, including the
Company Commander. Lance-Corporal
Axford, with great initiative and magnifi-
cent courage, at once dashed to the flank,
threw his bombs amongst the machine-gun
crews, jumped into the trench, and charged
with his bayonet. Unaided he killed ten
of the enemy and took six prisoners: he
threw the machine guns over the parapet,
and called out to the delayed platoon to
come on. He then rejoined his own
platoon, and fought with it during the re-
mainder of the operations.

Prior to the incidents above mentioned he
had assisted in the laying out of the tapes
for the jumping off position, which was

within 100 yards of the enemy. When the
tapes were laid he remained out -as a special
patrol to ensure that the enemy did not dis-
cover any unusual movement on our side.
His initiative and gallantry undoubtedly
saved many casualties, and most materially
assisted towards the complete success of his
company in the task assigned to it.

No. 1936 Driver Henry Dalziel, A.I.F.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion

to duty when in action with a Lewis gun
section.

His company met with determined resist-
ance from a strong point which was strongly
garrisoned, manned by numerous machine
guns, and undamaged by our artillery fire,
was also protected by strong wire entangle-
ments. A heavy concentration of machine-
gun fire caused many casualties, and held up
our advance.

His Lewis gun having come into action and
silenced enemy guns in one direction, an
enemy gun opened fire from another direc-
tion. Private Dalziel dashed at it, and with
his revolver killed or captured the entire
crew and gun, and allowed our advance to
continue. He was severely wounded in the
hand, but carried on and took part in the
capture of the final objective.

He twice went over open ground under
heavy enemy artillery and machine-gun fire
to* secure ammunition, and though suffering
from considerable loss of blood, he filled
magazines and served his gun until severely
wounded through the head.

His magnificent bravery and devotion to
duty was an inspiring example to all his com-
rades, and his dash and unselfish courage at a
most critical time undoubtedly saved many
lives and turned what would have been a
severe check into a splendid success.
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