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THURSDAY, 11 JULY, 1918.

War Ojface,
' - ' • - • ' • ' - llth July, 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers and Non-
Cdmmissioned Officer: —

.Capt. (T./Lt.-Cbl.) Charles Edward Hud-
son, D.S.O., M.C.,.Notts. & Derby. R.

- . For most conspicuous bravery and devoi-
-' -tion-tb duty when his battalion was holding

•the.right.front sector during an attack on
. the British front.

The shelling had been very heavy on the
- right, the trench destroyed, and considerable

casualties had occurred, and all the officers on
the spot were killed or wounded. This
enabled the enemy to penetrate our front
line.

The enemy pushed their advance as far as
the support line which was the key to our
right flank. The situation demanded imme-
diate action. Lt.-Col. Hudson, recognising
its gravity, at once collected various head-
quarter details, such aa orderlies, servants,
runners, etc., and, together with some Allies,
personally led them up the hill.

Driving the enemy dawn the hill towards
our front, line, he again led a party of about

five up the trench, where there.were about
200 enemy, in order to attack them from the
flank. 'He then with, two men got out of
the trench and rushed the position, shouting
to the enemy to> surrender, some of whom
did. He was then severely wounded by a
bomb which exploded on his foot. Although
in great pain, he gave directions for the
counter-attack to be continued, and this was
done successfully, about 100 prisoners and
six machine-guns being taken.

Without doubt the high courage and de-
termination displayed by Lt.-Col. Hudson
saved a serious situation, and had it not been
for his quick determination in organising the
counter-attack a large number of the enemy
would have dribbled through, and counter-
attack on a larger scale would have been
.necessary to restore the situation.

Reverend Theodore Bayley Hardy, D.S.O.,
M.C., T./C.F., 4th Class, A. Chapl. Dept.,
attd. Line. R.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty on many occasions. Although
over fifty years of age, he has, by his fear-
lessness, devotion to men of his battalion,
and quiet, unobtrusive manner, won the re-
spect and adirCation of the whole division-
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His marvellous energy and endurance would
be remarkable even in a very much younger
man, and his valour and devotion are exem-
plified in the following incidents: —

An infantry patrol had gone put to attack
a previously located enemy post in the ruins
of a village, the Reverend Theodore Bayley
Hardy (C.F.) being then at company head-
quarters. Hearing firing, he followed the
patrol, and about four hundred yards beyond
our front line of poets found an officer of the
patrol dangerously wounded. He remained
with the officer until he was able to get
assistance to bring him in. During this time
there was a great deal of firing, and an
enemy patrol-actually penetrated- between
the spot at which the officer was lying and
our front line and captured three of our
men.

On a second occasion, when an enemy shell
exploded in the middle of one of our posts,
the Reverend T. B. Hardy at once made his
way to the spot, despite the shell and trench
mortar fire which was going on at the time,
and set to work to extricate the buried men.
He succeeded in getting out one man who
had been completely buried. He then set
to work to extricate a second man, who was
found to be dead.

During the whole of the time that he was
digging out the men this chaplain was in
great danger, not only from shell fire, but
also because of the dangerous condition of
the wall of the building which had been hit
by the shell which buried the men.

On a third occasion he displayed the
greatest devotion to duty when our infantry,
after a successful attack, were gradually
forced back to their starting trench.

After it was believed that all our men had
withdrawn from the wood, Chaplain Hardy
came out of it, and on reaching an advanced
post asked the men to help him to get in a
wounded man. Accompanied by a serjeant,
he made his way to the spot where the man
lay, within ten yards of a pill-box which
had been captured in the morning, but was
subsequently recaptured and occupied by
the enemy. The wounded man was too weak
to starid, but between them the chaplain
and the serjeant eventually succeeded in
getting him to our lines.

Throughout the day the enemy's artillery,
machine-gun, and trench mortar fire was con-
tinuous, and caused many casualties.

Notwithstanding, this very gallant chap-
lain was seen moving quietly amongst the
men and tending the wounded, absolutely
regardless of his personal safety.

Lt. Clifford William King Sadlier, A.I.F.
For conspicuous bravery during a counter-

attack by his battalion on strong enemy
positions.

Lt. Sadlier's platoon, which was on the
left of the battalion, had to advance through

a wood where a strong enemy machine-gun
post caused casualties and prevented the
platoon from advancing. Although him-
self wounded, he at once collected his oomb-
ing section, led them against the machine
guns, and succeeded in killing the crews and
capturing two of the guns.

By this time Lt. Sadlier's party were all
casualties, and he alone attacked a third
enemy machine gun with his revolver,
killing the crew of four and taking the gun.
In doing so, he was again wounded.

The very gallant conduct of this officer
was the means of clearing the: flank, and
allowing the battalion to move forward,
thereby saving a most critical situation.
His coolness and utter disregard of danger
inspired all.

No. 1946 .Sjt. William Ruthven, A.I.F.
For most conspicuous bravery and initia-

tive in action. During the advance Sjt.
Ruthven's company suffered numerous
casualties, and his company commander
was severely wounded. He thereupon
assumed command of this portion of the
assault, took charge of the company head-
quarters, and rallied the section in his
vicinity.

As the leading wave approached its objec-
tive it was subjected to heavy fir© from an
enemy machine-gun at close range. Without
hesitation he at once sprang out, threw a
bomb which landed beside the post, and
rushed the position, bayoneting one of the
crew and capturing the gun. He then en-
countered some of the enemy coming out of a
shelter. He wounded two, captured six
others in the same position, and banded them
over to an escort from the leading wave,
which had now reached the objective.

Sjt. Ruthven then reorganised the men in
his vicinity and established a post in the
second objective.

Observing enemy movement in a sunken
road near by, he, without hesitation and
armed only with a revolver, went over the
open alone and rushed the position, shooting
two enemy who refused to come out of their
dug-outs.

He then single-handed mopped up this
post and captured the whole of the garrison,
amounting in all to thirty-two, and kept
them until assistance arrived to escort them
back to our lines.

During the remainder of the day this
gallant non-commissioned officer set a
splendid example of leadership, moving up
and down his position under fire, supervis-
ing consolidation and encouraging his men.

Throughout the whole operation he showed
the most magnificent courage and determina-
tion, inspiring everyone by his fine fighting
spirit, his remarkable courage, and his dash-
ing action.
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