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War Office, '
3rd May, 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Non-
commissioned Officer and Man: —

Captain (T./Lt.-Cbl.) Christopher Bushell,
D.S.O., R.W. Surr. B.

For moat conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty when in command of his bat-
talion.

Lt.-Col. Bushell personally led " C " Com-
pany of his battalion, who were co-operating
with an Allied regiment in a counter-attack,
in face of very heavy machine-gun fire. In
the course of this attack he was severely
wounded in the head, but he continued to
carry on, walking about in front of both
English and Allied troops encouraging and
re-organising them. He refused even to
have his wound attended to until he had
placed the whole line in a sound position
and formed a defensive flank! to meet a
turning movement by the enemy. He then
went to brigade headquarters and reported
the situation, had his wound dressed, and

returned to the firing line, which had coma
back a short distance. He visited every, por-
tion of the line, both English and Allied, iii
the face of terrific machine-gun and rifle
fire, exhorting the troops to remain where
they were, and to kill the enemy.

In spite of his wounda this gallant officer
refused to go to the rear and had eventually
to be removed to the dressing station in a
fainting condition.

To the magnificent example of energy,
devotion and courage shown by their Com-
manding Officer is attributed the fine spirit
displayed and the keen fight put up by his
battalion not only on the day in question
but on each succeeding day of the with-
drawal.

T./Maj. (A./Lt.-Col.) William Herbert
Anderson, late H.L.I.

For most conspicuous bravery, determina-
tion, and gallant leading of his command.

The enemy attacked on the right of the
battalion frontage, and succeeded in pene-
trating the wood held by our men. Owing to
successive lines of the enemy following on
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closely there was the gravest danger that the
flank of the whole position would be5turned.
Grasping the seriousness of the situation,
Colonel Anderson made his way across the
open in full view of the enemy now holding
the wood on the right, and after much effort
succeeded in g-athering the remainder of the
two right companies. He personally led the
counter-attack and drove the enemy from tfle
wood, capturing twelve machine guns and
seventy prisoners, and restoring the original
line.

His conduct in leading the charge was
quite fearless and his most splendid example
was the means of rallying and inspiring the
men during a most critical hour.

Later on the same day, in another posi-
tion, the enemy had penetrated to within
three hundred yards of the village and were
holding- a timber-yard in force. Colonel
Anderson reorganised his men after they had
been driven in «and brought them forward to
a position of readiness for a counter-attack.
He led the attack in person and throughout
showed the utmost disregard for his own
safety. The counter-attack drove the enemy
from his position, but resulted iri this very
gallant officer losing his life.

He died fighting within the enemy's lines,
setting a magnificent example to all who
were privileged to serve under him.

2nd Lt. Bernard Matthew Cassidy, late Lan.
Fus.

For most conspicuous bravery, self-sacri-
fice, and exceptional devotion to duty during
an hostile attack.

At a time when the flank of the division
was in danger, Lt. Cassidy was in command
of the left company of his battalion, which
was in close support. He was given orders
prior to the attack that he must hold on
to his position to the last. He most noBly
carried this out to the letter. The enemy
came on in overwhelming numbers and en-
deavoured to turn the flank. He, however,
continually rallied his men under a terrific
bombardmtent. The enemy were several
times cleared out of the trench by his per-
sonal leadership. His company was eventu-
ally surrounded, but Lt. Cassidy still fought
on, encouraging and exhorting his men until

he was eventually killed. By his most gal-
lant conduct the whole attack was held up
at this point and the left flank was undoubt-
edly saved from what might have been a
disaster.

No. 4061 Sjt. Stanley Robert McDougall,
A.I.F.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty when the enemy attacked our
line and his first wave succeeded in gaining
an entry.

Sjt. McDougall, who was at a post in a
flank company, realised the situation, and at
once charged the enemy's second wave single-
handed with rifle and bayonet, killing seven
and capturing a machine' gun which they
had. This he turned on to them, firing from
the hip, causing many casualties and routing
that wave. He then turned his attention to
those who had entered, until his ammunition
ran out, all the time firing at close quarters,
when he seized a bayonet and charged -again,
killing three men and an enemy officer, who
was just about to kill one of our officers. He
used a Lewis gun on the enemy, killing many
and enabling us to capture thirty-three
prisoners.

The prompt -action of this non-commis-
sioned officer saved the line and enabled the
enemy's advance to be stopper!.

No. 50720 Pte. Herbert George Columbine,
late M.G. Corps (Walton-on-the-Naze).

For most conspicuous bravery and self-
sacrifice displayed, when, owing to casualties,
Pte. Columbine took over command of a gun
and kept it firing from 9 a.m. till 1 p.m. in.
an isolated position with no wire in front.
During this time wave after wave of the
enemy failed to get up to him. Owing to
his being attacked by a low-flying aeroplane
the enemy at last gained a strong footing in
the trench on either side. The position being
untenable he ordered the two remaining' men
to getaway, and, though being bombed from
either side, kept his gun firing and inflicting
tremendous losses. He was eventually killed
by a bomb which blew up him and his gun.
He showed throughout the highest valour,
determination and self-sacrifice.
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