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and lorries were-allotted to carry a proportion
of the troops as necessary and thus minimise
the amount of -marching to be done in view of
the heat then existing. Special provision was
also made for water and for ice. After a
night march the Column was in touch with the
Turks east of Ramadie by 4 a.m. on the llth
and by 8.15 a.m., after considerable opposi-
tion, our troops had driven in the enemy's ad-
vanced troops, and were preparing for the final
assault against his main position. But a
blinding dust storm now sprang up, and this
added to the fact that this day marked the
commencement of an abnormal heat wave
rendered the position of the troops more and
more difficult as time went on. Observation
became almost impossible and the interruption
of our communications—both wireless and land
line—by unlucky circumstances rendered co-
ordination of measures for the attack imprac-
ticable. It was therefore decided to cancel the
order for the attack, but the troops remained
in their advanced positions throughout the day
and were withdrawn during the night of the
llth/12th to the river bank about Mushaid,
where shade was available, but whence they
still continued to contain the Ramadie position.
On the 12th the heat wave was still increasing
and consequently further operations against

•Bfamadie were deemed impracticable, but the
troops remained confronting the Turks as there
were indications that the latter were meditating
retreat. As these indications did not mate-
rialise the forces withdrew to Sinn El Zibban
on the 14th, this movement being methodically
and well carried out, and some 1,500 tribesmen
who followed up the rearguard were severely
handled by our Artillery and Light Armoured
Motor Batteries. The troops throughout the
operation evinced a soldierly spirit, and in-
flicted on their opponents severe battle casual-
ties which considerably exceeded their own. •

On the Dialah front our aeroplanes reported
early in August that the Turks were entrench-
ing a position south-west of Shahraban, and
this was confirmed by reports received locally.
It was therefore decided to occupy Shahraban
without further delay, and for this purpose
converging columns were despatched from
Beled Ruz and Baqubah on the night of the
18th/19th. On the 19th Misdad was seized
at dawn, and on the 20th Shahraban was oc-
cupied with slight opposition, the enemy re-
tiring hastily into the Jebel Hamrin. A new
line was at once established and consolidated
without interference on the part of the enemy.

11. Plans were now maturing for the capture
of Ramadie, the garrison of which had been re-
inforced as a result of the operations in July,
but the distance from Baghdad and the bad
state of the communications between these two
places rendered this matter one of considerable
difficulty. Very careful preparations were
necessary before these operations could be
carried out, and it was September 26th before
a column of adequate size could be concentrated
within striking distance of Ramadie for this
purpose.

The enemy held an advanced position four
miles east of Ramadie on Mushaid Ridge, which
runs north and south, and rises some 60 feet
above the plain. To the north of the ridge lies
the Euphrates River, and "to the south the salt
Habbaniyeh Lake. The Turkish main position
was semi-circular in outline, and was sited
about one mile to the east and to the south of
Ramadie. The eastern front ran along but

' behind the Euphrates Valley Canal and the
southern front across baxe sandy downs extend-
ing from the Euphrates Valley Canal to the
Aziziyeh Canal, which leaves the Euphrates
one mile west of Ramadie and flows southwards.
The plan of operations was to turn the southern
flank of the Mushaid Ridge, secure a crossing
over the Euphrates Valley Canal, and attack
Ramadie from the south with the bulk of the
column, whilst the cavalry operating west of
the Aziziyeh Canal threw themselves across the
enemy's communications with Hit by blocking
the Aleppo Road. Steps were taken to induce
the enemy to expect the main attack against his
left on the Euphrates, and with this intent the
river was bridged at Madhij and a road was
constructed thence up the left bank, whilst sup-
plies were also collected there. The distribu-
tion of the troops until the night of the 27th/
28th was also designed to give colour .to such a
movement.

At 6 p.m. on the 27th two infantry columns
with the cavalry moved from Madhij to* the
position of assembly some 5 miles in front of
our outposts, and the infantry subsequently
made a night advance some 2 miles in a west-
erly direction to a position of deployment,
whence an attack on Mushaid could be
delivered at dawn. An infantry detachment
also skirted the northern edge of Lake Habba-
niyeh, and before daybreak on the 28th had
secured important tactical features on and
behind the southern flank oif the Mushaid
position, including a dam across the Euphrates
Valley Canal, passable by all arms. This
action compelled the enemy to withdraw from
Mushaid Ridge, which he shelled heavily sub-
sequently in expectation of its occupation by
our troops, but in this he was disappointed,
as our infantry moved south of the ridge and
crossed the dam. At 7 a.m. the cavalry were
transferred from our right to our left flank,
their march being screened from the enemy by
Mushaid Ridge. They crossed the Euphrates
Valley Canal by the dam and pushed west-
wards across the Aziziyeh Canal to a position
astride the Aleppo Road, so as to cut off the
enemy's retreat. Meanwhile, to the west of
the Euphrates Valley Canal, our left infantry
column advanced against the enemy's southern
front and occupied and consolidated a position
under considerable opposition. In this attack
the Dorsets and 5th Gurkhas especially dis-
tinguished themselves1. Under cover of the
attack our right infantry column was with-
drawn, and passing in rear of the left column,
was subsequently launched to an attack which
secured a firm footing on Aziziyeh Ridge. Thus
by nightfall the enemy was hemmed in on the
south-east and south by our infantry and on
the west by the cavalry, whilst to the north
ran the River Euphrates.

At 3 a.m. on the 29th the enemy made a
determined effort to break through our cav-
alry and retreat by the Aleppo Road, but
after an action lasting for one and a half hours
they were driven back into Ramadie, the
Hussars and part of a regiment of Indian
Cavalry, with some Horse Artillery and Hotch-
kiss guns, being mainly instrumental in head-
ing the enemy off. At 6.15 a.m. the infantry
attack was renewed from the south-east and
south, and our "left infantry column captured
successive positions along Aziziyeh Ridge. The
39th Garhwalis seized the bridge where the
Aleppo Road crosses the Canal and captured
three guns and many prisoners by 7.30 a.m.,


