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the part of the Commanders of the Armies con-
cerned. It required, moreover, the most
willing and unselfish co-operation between
Armies, and an absolute subservience of all
personal interests to the common good.

In all these respects the different Army Com-
manders have most completely fulfilled the high
standard of character and ability required of
them.

STAFF.
In the heavy and responsible work which

they have so admirably performed the Army
Commanders have been most loyally supported
and assisted by their Staff Officers and Tech-
nical Advisers, as well as by the Commanders
and Staffs of the units serving under them.

My Chief of the General Staff, Lieut.-
General Sir L. E. Kiggell, K.C.B., my Adju-
tant-General, Lieut.-General Sir G. H. Fowke,
K.C.B., and my Quartermaster-General,
Lieut.-General Sir E. C. Maxwell, K.C.B., as
well as the other officers of my iStaff and my
Technical Advisers at General Headquarters
and on the Lines of Communication, have given
me the greatest and most valuable assistance.
I. am glad once more to place on record the debt
that I owe to them.

The entire absence of friction or discord
which characterised the work of all .Services and
Departments during the Somme Battle has con-
stituted a most pleasing feature of the opera-
tions of the past year. There could be no
better evidence of the singleness of purpose and
determination of the Armies as a whole and no
stronger guarantee of victory.

THE ARMY'S ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
To the Navy.

(64) The debt which the Army owes to the
Navy grows ever greater as the years pass, and
is deeply realised by all ranks of the British
Armies in France. As the result of the un-
ceasing vigilance of the Navy, the enemy's
hope that his policy of unrestricted submarine
warfare would hamper our operations in
France and Flanders has been most signally
disappointed. The immense quantities of
ammunition aud material required by the
Army, and the large numbers of men sent to
us as drafts, continue to reach us with unfail-
ing regularity.

To Home Authorities.
In this connection, I desire once more to

record the obligation of the Army in the Field
to> the different authorities at home, both civil
and military, and to the great mass of men and
women in Great Britain and throughout the
Empire who are working with such loyalty to
enable our manifold requirements to be met.

The confidence which is felt throughout the
Army that the enemy can and will be beaten
is founded on the firm conviction that their
own efforts in the field will be supported to the
limits of their power and resources by all
classes at home.

To our Allies.
At the close of another year of fighting in

France and Belgium, it is a source of great
gratification to me to be able to record that
nothing has occurred to mar the happy rela-
tions existing between the Allied Armies, or
between our troops and the civil population in
France and Belgium.

The feelings of good will and comradeship
which existed between the French and British
Armies on the Somme have been continued in
Flanders, where the same excellent relations
have characterised the combined operations of
the Belgian, French and British troops.

During the present year the Portuguese
Expeditionary Force has taken its place in the
line, and for many months has held a sector of
the British front. Though they have not been
engaged in major offensive operations, yet in
a number of raids and minor engagements the
officers and men of the Portuguese Expedi-
tionary Force have shown themselves gallant
and efficient soldiers.

During the present year, also, the United
States of America have entered the war, and
have taken up their part in it with all the well-
known energy and ability of that great nation.
Already many thousands of American soldiers
are in France. Warm as is the welcome they
have received from the French people, nowhere
will they find a more genuine or a more friendly
greeting than among all ranks of the other
great English-speaking Armies.

I have the honour .to be, My Lord,
Your Lordship's obedient .Servant,

D. HAIG, Field Marshal.
Commandirig-in-Chief, British Armies in

France.
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