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crossed the river Rovuma, south of Tunduru,
entered Portuguese East Africa, and pro-
ceeded to occupy the comparatively fertile
regions between Mtarika and Lujenda
River, and Lake Nyasa. Having constructed
fortified camps in this area, they sent advanced
parties to Mtonya and Lake Shirwa, and their
patrols even crossed the Nyasaland border
within 20 miles of Fort Mangoche, being, how-
ever, speedily driven back by our troops. Steps
were taken to strengthen the garrison of South
Nyasaland; and a Portuguese force left the
coast for Mtengula on Lake Nyasa in the latter
half of May.

There were reports of a contemplated Ger-
man advance in force at Lake Shirwa, and even
to Quelimane on the sea coast; but it would
appear more probable that the enemy were
either running through the country to see its
supply possibilities, or even making prepara-
tions for the eventual retirement of their forces
into Portuguese East Africa. They also ex-
ploited the country on the banks of the Lu-
jenda River, where food was collected and
stored, some being sent northward to Nassassi.

Operations against Wintgens.
Meanwhile, in the west Colonel Murray had

been continuing the pursuit of Wintgens. On
the 13th March Wintgens was at Alt-Utengule,
on the 18th he had reached St. Moritz Mis-
sion. Colonel Murray, though continually
attacking his rearguards, could not bring his
main body to battle. Wintgens stripped the
country of food as he advanced, leaving his pur-
suer dependent on his supply train. As it was
uncertain whether this German force would
continue its march northwards or turn west
towards St. Bonifaz Mission, where its patrols
had already been seen, I made arrangements
to send a force to Tabora, whence it was to
work southwards to the Kitunda Mission; while
another detachment was transported by the
assistance of the Belgian Commander via Lake
Tanganyika to Bismarckburg.

On 21st March Colonel T'omlinson with an
advanced detachment was within three miles
of St. Moritz when he was heavily attacked
and forced to retire after a "sharp fight. Colonel
Murray endeavoured to encircle Wintgens at
St. Moritz; but the latter slipped away to the
east, and, after crossing the Songwe River on
the 1st April, marched by the northern shores
of Lake Rukwa to Uleia, a rich district, whose
inhabitants were friendly to the Germans. He
then turned north-east, and by the middle of
April was at Nkulu. Major Montgomery,
King's African Rifles, commanding the detach-
ment sent from T'abora, had reached Kitunda
Mission on the 5th April, where he collected
supplies and cattle. Wintgens moved towards
Kitunda on the 26th, and Montgomery being
in inferior force fell back towards Sikonge. A
mobile column had meanwhile been formed on
the central railway at Itigi; this force reached
Kiromo on the 30th April. Murray, however,
much delayed by his increasingly long line of
supply, had only reached Nkulu by the end of
the month.

The various columns operating in this area
were now becoming less separated. Tltis enabled
me to place Brigadier-General Edwards in com-
mand with a view to ensuring their co-opera-
tion. I increased as far as possible the forces
at his disposal; but his concentration was
greatly delayed through the collapse of a rail-

way bridge between Mrogoro and Kilossa on
7th May.

Wintgens. remained in the Kitunda neigh-
bourhood until the middle of May. The
greater part of his Askaris were Wanyamwezi,
recruited from the Tabora and Muanza dis-
tricts, and information showed that they re-
fused to move south again and that there had
been some desertions. In spite of this, their
moral appeared to be unimpaired. Murray
reached Kitunda on the 19th May, but Wint-
gens had moved north-we*st from that place on
the 16th.

The Belgian Commander was now in close
touch with General Edwards and co-operating
with him. The latter disposed of his troops to
the best advantage in order to attack Wintgens
should he. move north. Wintgens himself was
so ill as to be forced to surrender to the Bel-
gians ; but his force, moving rapidly by night,
eluded our columns and crossed the central rail-
way between Tabora and Kilimatinde, being
too hurried, however, to do any damage to the
line. General Edwards' columns and the Bel-
gians at once moved north in pursuit.

6. This completes the account of the actual
operations during the rainy season, which were
necessarily not extensive. It was a period of
preparation for offensive movements to take
place at the beginning of the dry season.
Nevertheless a great strain was thrown upon
the troops, as also on the various departments
and services concerned, to meet and overcome
the difficulties which arose in carrying on active
operations during this period.

The endless work entailed in the upkeep of
the various lines of communication and the im-
provement of landing facilities at Kilwa and
Lindi made very heavy demands! upon the
limited body of technical troops at my disposal.
It was found impossible to obtain adequate re-
inforcements to keep pace with the general
wastage, and though the various units of the
Royal Engineers, Technical troops and Road
Corps were suffering severely from the general
unhealthiness of the season, I was unable to
withdraw them to give them the rest which they
so much needed and which they had so well
earned.

Supply and transport services were carried
out in the face of the greatest difficulties owing
to floods, wash-aways and almost impassable
roads. Slaughter cattle for troops had to be
brought from long distances, and the preva-
lence of East Coast fever, rinderpest and
trypanosomiasis caused heavy mortality
amongst the mobs of cattle marched across
country from British East Africa. -Sickness
and wastage among the white personnel and
among the porters naturally increased to a
great extent, and very heavy demands, which
could not be fully met, were made on reinforce-
ments. Great energy and devotion was dis-
played throughout by these services.

It will be realised that exceptionally heavy
work was thrown upon the Veterinary Corps.
How great was the animal wastage has been
shown in the monthly returns. For the whole
period under review the mortality amongst
horses, mules and donkeys in the field was ex-
tremely heavy, mainly caused by trypanoso-

.miasis, and to a lesser extent by horse-sickness.
Contributory causes were lack of food and the
heavy rains. The difficulties of transport made
it impossible to carry grain for the number of
animals on the various lines,


