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THURSDAY, 27 DECEMBER, 1917.

War Offfice,
27th December, 1917.

The Secretary of State for War has received
the following Despatch from Lieutenant-
General A. R. Hoskins, C.M.G., D.S8.0., on
the operations in East Africa from 20th Janu-
ary to 30th May, 1917 :—

General Headgquarters,
East Africa.
30th May, 1917.

Sir,—

T have the honour to forward the following
despatch describing the operations and work
of the forces under my command from the 20th
January, 1917, the date upon which T assumed
command in East Africa, to the 30th May,
1917, the date upon which I handed over that
command.

General Situation.

1. On the 20th January the situation was as
follows : — .

The operations between the Mgeta River and

the Rufiji, the crossing of the latter by the 1sbt.

East African Brigade at Kibambawe and by
General Beves at Mkalinso, and the subse-
quent advance of the Nigerian Brigade towards
Mkindu, had resulted in a weakening of the
strong opposition hitherto offered by the enemy
in the Kibata area. Profiting by this, the Ist
Division, under General Hannyngton, com-
posed of the 2nd and 3rd East African Bri-
gades, had occupied Mohoro, in the Rufiji
delta, and Ngarambi, south of the Kitshi hills,
and was pressing westward and northward,

Of the German forces in the eastern area the
greater portion under their Commander-in-
Chief was still in the neighbourhood of Utete
or east of the Lugonya River. Six or seven
hundred rifles-30 miles north of Utete were.
contesting the advance of Colonel Burne’s
Column from Kisegesse through Koge towards
the Rufiji. The southern bank of that river
was held by-the enemy from Utete to Nyakisiki,
while a force was in position four miles south
of Mkindu, engaged with the Nigerian Brigade
and Cape Corps.
 In the western area General Northey had
driven the enemy east of the Ruhudje River. .
Six or seven companies, ynder Kraut, were in
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