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were obliged to lie down and wait for rein-
forcements.

Pte. Melvin, however, rushed on by him'
self, over ground swept from end to end by
rifle and machine-gun fire. On reaching the
enemy trench, he halted and fired two or
three shots into it, killing one or two enemy,
but as the others in the trench continued to
fire at him, he jumped into it, and attacked
them with his bayonet in his hand, as, owing
to his rifle being damaged, it was not
"fixed."

On being attacked in this resolute manner
most of the enemy fled to their second line,
but not before Pte. Melvin had killed two
more and succeeded in disarming eight un-
wounded and one wounded.

Pte. Melvin bound up the wounds of the
wounded man, and then driving his eight
unwounded prisoners before him, and sup-
porting the wounded one, he hustled them
out of the trench, marched them in and de-
livered them over to an officer. He then

provided himself with a load of ammunition
and returned to the firing line where he re-
ported himself to his platoon serjeant. All
this was done, not only under intense rifle
and machine-gun fire, but the whole way
back Pte. Melvin and his party were exposed
to a very heavy artillery barrage fire.

Throughout the day Pte. Melvin greatly
inspired those near him with confidence and
courage.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to award the Military Medal to the
undermentioned Lady: —

Sister, Julia Ashbourne Herbert, T.F.
Nursing Service.

For conspicuous devotion to duty when,
after being wounded in the head by an
aerial bomb, she came on duty in the operat-
ing theatre, and continued to work there
the whole night and all the next day.
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