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MONDAY, 26 NOVEMBER, 1917.

War Office,
26th November, 1917.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased. to approve of the award of the
Victoria. Cross to the undermentioned Qfficer,
Non-commissioned Officers and Men : —

Maj. (A./Lt.-Col.) Lewis Pugh Evans,
D.S.0., R. Highrs.,, comdg. a Battalion,
Linc. R,

. For most conspicuous bravery and leader-
ship. Lt.-Col. Evans took his battalion in
perfect order through a terrific enemy bar-
rage, personally formed up all units, and led
them to the assdult. While a strong
machine gun emplacement was causing casu-
alties, and the troops were working round the
flank, Lt.-Col. Evans rushed at it himself
and by firing his revolver through the loop-
hole forced the garrison to capitulate.

After capturing the first objective he was
severely wounded in the shoulder, but re-
fused to be bandaged, and re-formed the
troops, pointed out all future objectives, and
again led his battalion forward. Again
badly wounded, he nevertheless continued to
command until the second objective was won,

and, after consolidation, collapsed from loss
of blood. As there were numerous casual-
ties, he refused assistance, and by his own
efforts ultimately reached the Dressing
Station.

His example of cool bravery stimulated in
all ranks the highest valour and determina-
tion to win.

No. - P.649 Sjt. William Francis Burman,

Rif, Brig. (Stepney, E.).

For most conspicuous bravery when the
advance of his Company in attack was held
up by an enemy machine gun firing at point
blank range. He shouted to the men next

‘to him to waib a few minutes, and going for-

ward alone to what seemed certain death,
killed the enemy gunner and carried the gun
to the Company’s objective, where he subse-
quently used it with great effect. By this
exceptionally gallant deed the progress of the
attack was assured.

About 15 minutes later it was observed
that the battalion on the right was being im-
peded by a party of about 40 of the enemy,
who were enfilading them. Sjt. Burman
with two othere ran forward and got behind



