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bayonetted two and shot a third and caused
the remainder to scatter.

Subsequently, during the attack on a forti-
fied farm, when entangled up to his waist in
mud, and seeing a number of the enemy
firing on our troops, he immediately opened

. fire on them .without waiting to extricate
himself from the mud, killing six of the
enemy.

Again, noticing the company on his right
flank being held up in their attack on
another farm, Sjt. Knight collected some
men and took up a position on the flank of
this farm, from where he brought a heavy
fire to bear on the farm as a result of which
the farm was captured.

All the platoon officers of the company had
become casualties before the first objective
was reached, and this gallant N.C.O. took
-command of all the men of his own platoon,
and of the platoons without officers. His
energy in consolidating and reorganising was
untiring.

His several single-handed actions showed
exceptional bravery, and saved a great
number of casualties in the company. They
were performed under heavy machine gun
and rifle fire, and without regard to personal
risk, and were the direct cause of the objec-
tives being captured.

No. 10605- Sjt. James Ockenden, B. Dub.
J?us. (Sou£hsea).

For most conspicuous bravery in attack.
. When acting as Company Serjeant-Major

and seeing the platoon on the right held up
by an enemy machine gun he immediately
rushed the machine gun, regardless of his
personal safety, and captured it. He killed
the crew with .the exception of one man, who
made his escape. Sjt. Ockenderi however,
followed him, and when well in front of the
whole line killed him and returned to his
company.

He then led a section to the attack on a
farm. Under very heavy fire he' rushed
forward and called upon the garrison to sur-
render. As the enemy continued to fire on
him, he opened fire killing four, whereupon
the remaining sixteen surrendered.

No. 428545 Pte. Michael James O'Rourke,
Can. Inf.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty during prolonged operations.

For three days and nights Pte. O'Rourke,
who is a stretcher-bearer, worked unceasingly
in bringing the wounded into safety, dressing
them, and getting them food and water.

During the whole of this period the area in
which he worked was subjected to very severe

. shelling and swept by heavy machine gun
and rifle fire. On'several occasions he was-
knocked down and partially buried by enemy
shells. . .Seeing a comrade who had been
blinded stumbling around ahead of our
trench, in full view of the enemy who were
sniping him, Pte. O'Rourke jumped out of
his trench and brought the man back, being
himself heavily sniped at while doing so.
Again he went forward about 50 yards in
front of our barrage under very heavy and
accurate fire from enemy machine guns and
snipers, and brought in a comrade. On a
subsequent occasion, when the line' of ad-
vanced posts was retired to the line to be
consolidated, he went forward under very
heavy enemy fire of every description and
brought back a wounded man who had been
left behind.

He showed throughout an absolute dis-
regard for his own safety, going wherever

, there were wounded to succour, and his
magnificent courage and devotion in con-
tinuing his rescue work, in spite of exhaustion
and the incessant heavy enemy fire of every
description, inspired all ranks and
doubtedly saved many lives.
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