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FRIDAY, 24 AUGUST, 1917.

Crown Office,
August 24, 1917.

The KING has been pleased, by Letters
Patent under the Great Seal, to create and in-
stitute an Order of Knighthood to be styled
““ The Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire.”

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

Lord Chamberlain’s Office,
8t. James’s Palace,
August 24, 1917.

STATUTES oF THE ORDER OF THEE BRITISH
EvPIine.

GEORGE, R.I.

Georce THE FirtH, by the Grace of God,
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond
the Seas King, Defender of the Faith,
Emperor of India, to all to whom these Pre-
sents shall come,

Greeting !

WaEREAS by Letters Patent under the Great
Seal of the said United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, bearing date at West-
minster the Fourth day of June, 1917, in the
Eighth year of Qur Reign, We have thought fit
and been pleased to institute, erect, constitute,
and create an Order of Knighthood, to be called
and known for ever hereafter by the name,
style, and designation of ‘‘ The Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire,”’ whereof We,
Qur heirs and successors for ever shall be
Sovereigns : .

And whereas by Our aforesaid ILetters
Patent, We did ordain that the said Order
should be governed by Statutes and Ordinances
and that the Statutes to be observed within
the said Order should be established by Us and
sealed by the Seal of the said Order which
Statutes so given and in future to be given
by Us, Our heirs and successors, to which the
said Seal shall be affixed, should be of the
same validity and taken and read as if the
same and every Article of them had been ver-
batim recited in the said Letters Patent and
passed under the Great Seal of Qur said United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland:

Now Know Ye that in pursuance of the said
Letters Patent of the Fourth day of June,
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