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FRIDAY, 8 JUNE, 1917.

War Office,
Sth June, 1917.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Non-
Commissioned Officers and Men: —

Maj. (actg. L.t.-Col.) Edward Elers Delavel
Henderson, late N. Staffs. R.

For most conspicuous bravery, leadership
and personal example when in command of
his battalion.

Lt.-Col. Henderson brought his battalion
up to our two front-line trenches, which were
under intense fire, and his battalion had
suffered heavy casualties when the enemy
made a heavy counter-attack, and succeeded
in penetrating our line in several places, the
situation becoming critical.

Although shot through the arm, Lt.-Cbl.
Henderson jumped on to the parapet and
advanced alone some distance in front of his
battalion, cheering them on under the most
intense fire over 500 yards of open ground.

Again wounded, he nevertheless continued
to lead his men on in the most gallant,
manner, finally capturing the position by a
bayonet charge.

He was again twice wounded, and died
when he was eventually brought in.

Maj. Frederick William Lumsden, D.S.O.,
R.M.A.

For most conspicuous bravery, determina-
tion and devotion to duty.

Six enemy field guns having been cap-
tured, it was necessary to leave them in dug-
in positions, 300 yards in advance of the posi-
tion held by our troops. The enemy kept the
captured guns under heavy fire.

Maj. Lumsden undertook the duty of
bringing the guns into our lines.

In order to effect this, he personally led
four artillery teams and a party of infantry
through the hostile barrage. As one of
these teams sustained casualties, he left the
remaining teams in a covered position, and,
through very heavy rifle, machine gun and
shrapnel fire, led the infantry to the guns.
By force of example and inspiring energy he
succeeded in sending back two teams with
guns, going through the barrage with the
teams of the third gun. He then returned
to the guns to await further teams, and these
he succeeded in attaching to two of the three
remaining guns, despite rifle fire, which had



5702 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 8 JUNE, ] 917.

become intense at short range, and removed
the guns to safety.

By this time the enemy, in considerable
strength, had driven through the infantry
covering points, and blown up the breach of
the remaining gun.

Maj. Lumsden then returned, drove off the
enemy, attached the gun to a team and got
it away.

Maj. George Campbell Wheeler, Gurkha
Rifles. Ind. A.

For the most conspicuous bravery and
determination.

This officer, together with one Gurkha
officer and eight men, crossed a river and
immediately rushed the enemy's trench under
heavy bombing, rifle, machine gun, and
artillery fire.

Having obtained a footing on the river
bank, he was almost immediately afterwards
counter-attacked by a strong enemy party
with bombers. Major Campbell Wheeler at
once led a charge with another officer and
three men, receiving a severe bayonet wound
in the head, but managed, in spite of this,
to disperse the enemy.

This bold action on his part undoubtedly
saved the situation.

In spite of his woufld, he continued to
consolidate his position.

Capt. Thain Wendell MacDowell, D.S.O.,
Can. Inf. Bn.

For most conspicuous bravery .and in-
domitable resolution in face of heavy
machine gun and shell fire.

By his initiative and courage this officer,
with the assistance of two runners, was
enabled, in the face of great difficulties, to
capture two machine guns, besides two
officers and seventy-five men.

Although wounded in the hand, he con-
tinued for five days to hold the position
gained, in spite of heavy shell fire, until
eventually relieved by his battalion.

By his bravery and prompt action he un-
doubtedly succeeded in rounding up a very
strong enemy machine post.

Capt. James Ernest Newlands, Inf. Bn.,
Aus. Imp. Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty, in the face of heavy odds, on three
separate occasions.

On the first occasion he organised the
attack by his company on a most important
objective, and led personally, under heavy
fire, a bombing attack. He then rallied his
company, which had suffered heavy casual-
ties, and he was one of the first to reach the
objective.

On the following night his company, hold-
ing the captured position, was heavily
counter-attacked. By personal exertion,
utter disregard of fire, and judicious use of
reserves, he succeeded in dispersing the
enemy and regaining the position.

On a subsequent occasion, when the com-
pany on his left was overpowered and his own
company attacked from the rear, he drove off
a combined attack which had developed from
these directions. . .

These attacks were renewed three or four
tinws, and it was Capt. Newland's tenacity

and disregard for his own safety that
encouraged the men to hold out.

The stand made by this officer was of the
greatest importance, and produced far-
reaching results.

Capt. Oswald Austin Reid, L'pool R., attd.
L.N. Lan. R.

For most conspicuous bravery in the face
of desperate circumstances.

By his dauntless courage and gallant
leadership he was able to consolidate a small
post with the advanced troops, on the
opposite side of a river to the main body,
after his line of communications had been cut
by the sinking of the pontoons.

He maintained this position for thirty
hours against constant attacks by bombs,
machine gun and shell tire, with the full
knowledge that repeated attempts at relief
had failed, and that his ammunition was all
but exhausted. It w.as greatly due to his
tenacity that the passage of the river was
effected on the following night.

During the operations he was wounded.

lit. (temp. Capt.) Albert Ball, D.S.O., M.C.,
late Notts, and Derby. R., and R.F.C.

For .most conspicuous and -consistent
bravery from the 25th of April to the 6th of
May, 1917, during.which period Capt. Ball
took part in twenty-six combats in the air
and destroyed eleven hostile aeroplanes,
drove down two> out of control, and forced
several others to land.

In these combats Capt. Ball, flying alone,
on one occasion fought six hostile machines,
twice he fought five and once four. When
leading two other British aeroplanes he
attacked an enemy formation of eight. On
each of these occasions he brought down at
least one enemy.

Several times his aeroplane was badly
damaged, once so seriously that but for the
most delicate handling his machine would
have collapsed, as nearly all the control wires
had been shot away. On returning with a
damaged machine he had always- to be re-
strained from immediately going out on
another.

In all, Capt. Ball has destroyed forty-three
German aeroplanes and one balloon, and has
always displayed most exceptional courage,
determination and skill.

Lt. Frederick Maurice Watson Harvey,
Can. Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty.

During an attack by his regiment on a
village a party of the enemy ran forward to
a wired trench just in front of the village
and opened rapid rifle and machine gun fire
at a very close range, causing heavy casual-
ties in the leading troop.

At this critical moment, when the enemy
showed no intention whatever of retiring and
fire was still intense, Lt. Harvey, who "was
in command of the leading troop, ran for-
ward well ahead of his men and dashed at
the trench, still fully manned, jumped the
wire, shot the machine gunner and captured
the gun.

His most courageous act undoubtedly had
a decisive effect on the success of the opera
tion.
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Lt. Donald Mackintosh, late Sea. Highrs.
For most conspicuous bravery and resolu-

tion in the face of intense machine gun fire.
During the initial advance he was shot

through the right leg, but though crippled
he continued to lead his men and captured
the trench.

In the captured trench Lt. Mackintosh
collected men of another company who had
lost their leader, and drove back a counter-
attack.

He was again wounded, and although
unable to stand, he.continued, nevertheless,
to control the situation.

With only fifteen men left, he ordered his
party to be ready to advance to the final
objective, and with great difficulty got out
of the trench and encouraged his men to
advance. He was again wounded and fell.

The gallantry and devotion to duty of this
officer were beyond all praise.

Lt. Frank Hubert McNamara, Aus. Forces,
R.F.C.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty during an aerial bomb attack
upon a hostile construction train, when one
of our pilots was forced to land behind the
enemy's lines.

Lt. McNamara, observing this pilot's pre-
dicament and the fact that hostile cavalry
were approaching, descended to his rescue.
He did this under heavy rifle fire and in
spite of the fact that he himself had been
severely wounded in the thigh.

He landed about 200 yards from the
damaged machine, the pilot of which climbed
on to Lt. McNamara's machine, and an
attempt was made to rise. Owing, however,
to his disabled leg, Lt. McNamara was
unable to keep his machine straight, and it
turned over. The two officers, having extri-
cated themselves, immediately set fire to the
machine and made their way across to the
damaged machine, which they succeeded in
starting.

Finally Lt. McNamara, although weak
from loss of blood, flew this machine back
to the aerodrome, a distance of seventy miles,
and thus completed his comrade's rescue.

Temp. Lt. and Adj.t. Robert Edwin Phillips,
R. War. R.

F'or most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty.

After his Commanding Officer had been
mortally wounded in leading a counter-
attack, ,Lt. Phillips went out under the most
intense fire to his assistance, and eventually,
with the help of a comrade, succeeded in
bringing him back to our lines.

Lt. Phillips had in the first instance tried
to get a telephone wire across the open fol-
lowing the battalion in their counter-attack.
This was impossible when the Signallers were
killed. His 'Commanding Officer lay
wounded in the open, and as the counter-
attack had succeeded, he turned all his ener-
gies on getting him in. He showed sustained
courage in its very highest form, and
throughout he had but little chance of ever
getting1 back alive.

Lt. Charles Pope, late Inf. Bn., Aue. Imp.
Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty when in command of a very import-
ant picquet post in the sector held by his
battalion, his orders being to hold this post
at all costs.

'After the picquet post had been heavily
attacked, the enemy in greatly superior num-
bers surrounded the post. Lt. Pope, finding
that he was running short of ammunition,
sent back for further supplies. But the
situation culminated before it could arrive,
and in the hope of saving the position, this
very gallant Officer was seen to charge with
his picquet into a superior force, by which
it was overpowered.

By his sacrifice Lt. Pope not only inflicted
heavy loss on the enemy, but obeyed his order
to hold the position to the last. His body,
together with those of most of his men, was
found in close proximity to eighty enemy
dead—a sure proof of the gallant resistance
which had been made.

2nd Lt. Reginald .Leonard Haine, H.A.C.
For most conspicuous bravery and deter-

mination, when our troops, occupying a pro-
nounced salient, were repeatedly counter-
attacked. There was an ever-present danger
that if the enemy attack succeeded, the garri-
son of the salient would be surrounded.

2nd Lt. Haine organised and led with the
utmost gallantry six bombing attacks ag'ainst
a strong point which dangerously threatened
our communication, capturing the position
together with fifty prisoners and two
machine guns.

The enemy then counter-attacked with a
battalion of the Guard, succeeded in regain-
ing his position, and the situation appeared
critical.

2nd Lt. Haine at once formed a block in
his trench, and for the whole of the follow-
ing night maintained his position against re-
peated determined attacks.

Reorganising his men on the following
morning, he again attacked and captured the
strong point, pressing- the enemy back for
several hundred yards, and thus relieving the
situation.

Throughout these operations, this Officer's
superb courage, quick decision and sound
judgment were beyond praise, and it was his
splendid personal example which inspired his
men to continue their efforts during more
than thirty hours of continuous fighting.

2nd Lt. Alfred Oliver Pollard, M.C.,
H.A.C.

For most conspicuous bravery and deter-
mination.

The troops of various units on the left of
this Officer's battalion had become disorgan-
ised owing to the heavy casualties from shell
fire; and a subsequent determined enemy
attack with very strong forces caused further
confusion and retirement, closely pressed by
hostile forces.

2nd Lt. Pollard at once realised the seri-
ousness of the situation, and dashed up to
stop the retirement. With only four men
he started a counter-attack with bombs, and
pressed it home till he had broken the enemy
attack, regained all that had been lost and
much ground in addition.
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The enemy retired in disorder, sustaining
many casualties.

By his force of will, dash and splendid ex-
ample, coupled with an utter contempt of
danger, this Officer, who has already won the
D.C.M. and M.C., infused courage into every
man who saw him.

No. 1630 Sjt. Frederick Charles Booth, S.
Afr. Forces, attd. Rhodesia Native Regt.

For most conspicuous bravery during an
attack, in thick bush, on the enemy position.

Under very heavy rifle fire, Sjt. Booth
went forw.ard alone and brought in a man
who was dangerously wounded.

Later, he rallied native troops who were
badly disorganised, and brought them to the
firing line.

This N.C.O. lias on many previous occa-
sions displayed the greatest bravery, coolness
and resource in action, and has set a splendid
example of pluck, endurance and determina-
tion.

No. 5190 Sjt. Harry Cator, E. Surr. R.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion

to duty.
Whilst consolidating the first line captured

system his platoon suffered severe casualties
from hostile machine gun and rifle fire. In
full view of the enemy and under heavy fire
Sjt. Cator with one man advanced across the
open to attack the hostile machine gun. The
man accompanying him was killed after going
a short distance, but Sjt. Cator continued on,
.and picking up a Lewis gun and some drums
on his way, succeeded in reaching the
northern end of the hostile trench.

Meanwhile, one of our bombing parties was
seen to be held up by a machine gun. Sjt.
Cator took up a position from which he
sighted this gun and killed the entire team
and the officer, whose papers he brought in.

He continued to hold that end of the
trench with the Lewis gun with such effect
that the bombing squad was enabled to work
along, the result being that 100 prisoners
and five machine guns were captured.

No. 1836 Sjt. John William Ormsby, K.O.
York. L. Inf.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty during operations which culminated
in the capture of an important position.

Acting as Company Serjeant-Major he
showed throughout the attack absolute indif-
ference to the heavy machine gun and rifle
fire, and set a fine example.

After clearing the village he pushed on and
drove out many snipers from localities
further forward.

When the only surviving officer was
wounded he took command of the company
and led them forward under heavy fire for
400 yards to a new position.

He organised his new position with great
skill and held his line with determination
until relieved of his command.

His conduct throughout was admirable and
inspired confidence in every man under his
command.

No. 2902 Sjt. John Woods Whittle, Inf. Bn.,
Aus. Imp. Force.

For conspicuous bravery and devotion to
duty on two occasions.

When in command of a platoon the enemy,
under cover of an intense artillery barrage,
attacked the small trench he was holding.
Owing to weight of numbers the enemy suc-
ceeded in entering the trench, and it was
owing to Sjt. Whittle personally collecting
all available men and charging the enemy
that the position was regained.

On a second occasion when the enemy broke
through theleftof our line Sjt. Whittle's own
splendid example was the means of keeping
the men well in hand. His platoon were
suffering heavy casualties and the enemy
endeavoured to bring up a machine gun to
enfilade the position. Grasping the situa-
tion he rushed alone across the fire-swept
ground and attacked the hostile gun crew
with bombs before the gun could be got into
action.

He succeeded in killing the whole crew
and in bringing back the machine gun to our
position.

No. 53730 L./Sjt. Ellis Welwood Sifton,
late Can. Inf. Bn.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty.

During the attack in enemy trenches Sjt.
Sifton's company was held up by machine
gun fire which inflicted many casualties.
Having located the gun he charged it single-
handed, killing all the crew.

A small enemy party advanced down the
trench, but he succeeded in keeping these off
till our men had gained the position.

In carrying out this gallant act he was
killed, but his conspicuous valour un-
doubtedly saved many lives and contributed
largely to the success of the operation.

No. 811 L./Sjt. Thomas Steele, Sea. Highrs.
For most conspicuous bravery and devo-

tion to duty.
At a critical moment when a strong enemy

counter-attack had temporarily regained
some of the captured trenches, -Sjt. Steele
rushed forward and assisted a comrade to
carry a machine gun into position. He kept
the gun in action till relieved, being mainly
instrumental in keeping the remainder of the
line intact.

Some hours later another strong attack
enabled the enemy to reoccupy a portion of
the captured trenches. Again Sjt. Steele
showed the greatest bravery, and by personal
valour and example was able to rally troops
who were wavering. He encouraged them to
remain in their trenches and led a number
of them forward, thus greatly helping to re-
establish our line. On this occasion he was
severely wounded.

These acts of valour were performed under
heavy artillery and rifle fire.

No. 8916 Cpl. John Cunningham, late
Lein. R.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty when in command of. a Lewis
Gun (Section on the most exposed flank of
the attack.

His section came under heavy enfilade fire
and suffered severely. Although wounded,
he succeeded almost .alone in reaching his
objective with his gun, which he got into
action in spite of much opposition. When
counter-attacked by a party of twenty of the
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enemy, he exhausted his ammunition
against them, then, standing in full view,
he commenced throwing bombs. He was
wounded again, and fell, but picked himself
up and continued to fight single-handed with
the enemy until his bombs were exhausted.
He then made his way back to our lines with
a fractured arm and other wounds.

There is little doubt that the superb
courage of this N.C.O. cleared up a most
critical situation on the left flank of the
attack. Cpl. Cunningham died in hospital
from the effects of his wounds.

No. 55295 Cpl. George Jarratt, late R.F.
For most conspicuous bravery and devo-

tion in deliberately sacrificing his life to save
others.

He had, together with some wounded men,
been taken prisoner and placed under guard
in a dug-out. The same evening the enemy
were driven back by our troops, the leading
infantrymen of which commenced to bomb
the dug-outs. A grenade fell in the dug-
out, and without hesitation Cp|L. Jarratt
placed both feet on the grenade, the subse-
quent explosion blowing off both his legs.

The wounded were later safely removed
to our lines, but Cpl. Jarratt died before he
could be removed. By this supreme act of
self-sacrifice the lives of these wounded were
saved.

No. 22040 L./Cpl. Thomas Bryan, North'd
Fus.

For most conspicuous1 bravery during an
attack.

Although wounded, this Non-commis-
sioned Officer went forward alone, with a
view to silencing a machine gun which was
inflicting much damage. He worked up
most skilfully along a communication
trench, approached the gun from behind,
disabled it and killed two of the team as
they were abandoning the gun.

As this machine gun had been a serious
obstacle in the advance to the second objec-
tive, the results obtained by Lance-Corporal
Bryan's gallant action were very far-
reaching.

No. 4/9710 Pte. Michael Heavisdde, Durh.
L.I.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty.

When the Battalion was holding a block
in the line a wounded man was observed
about 2 p.m. in a shell hole some sixty yards

• in advance of our block and about forty
yards from the enemy line. He was making
signals of distress and holding up an empty
water bottle. Owing to snipers and
machine gun fire it was impossible, during
daylight, to send out a stretcher party. But
Pte. Heaviside at once volunteered to carry
water and food to the wounded man, despite
the enemy fire.

This he succeeded in doing, and found the
man to be badly wounded and nearly de-
mented with thirst.

He had lain out for four da,vs and three
nights, and the arrival of the water un-
doubtedly saved his life.

Pte. Heaviside, .who is a stretcher bearer,
succeeded the same evening, with the assist-
ance of two comrades, in rescuing the
wounded man.

No. 2389 Pte. Jorgan Christian Jensen, Inf.
Bn., Aus. Imp. Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive when, with five comrades, he attacked a
barricade behind which were about 45 of the
enemy and a machine gun. One of his party
shot the gunner, and Pte. Jensen, single-
handed, rushed the post and threw in a
bomb. He had still a bomb in one hand, but
taking another from his pocket with the other
hand he drew the pin with his teeth, and by
threatening the enemy with two bombs and
by telling them that they were surrounded,
he induced them to surrender.

P.te. Jensen then sent one of his prisoners
to order a neighbouring enemy party to sur-
render, which 'they did. This latter party
were then fired on in ignorance of their sur-
render by another party of our troops; where-
upon Pte. Jensen, utterly regardless of per-
sonal danger, stood on the barricade, waved
his helmet, caused firing to cease, and sent
his prisoners back to our lines.

Pte. Jensen's conduct throughout was
marked by extraordinary bravery and deter*
mination.

No. 4195 Pte. Thomas James Bede Kenny,
Inf. Bn., Aus. Imp. Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty, when his platoon was held up by an
enemy strong point, and severe casualties
prevented progress. Pte. Kenny, under
very heavy fire at close range, dashed alone
towards the enemy's position, killed one man
in advance of the strong point who en-
deavoured to bar his way. He then bombed
the position, captured the gun crew, all of
whom he had wounded, killed an officer who
showed fight, and seized the gun.

Pte. Kenny's gallant action enabled his
platoon to occupy the position, which was of
great local importance.

No. 427586 Pte. William Johnstone Milne,
late Can. Inf. Bn.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty in attack.

On approaching the first objective, Pte.
Milne observed an enemy machine gun firing
on our advancing troops. Crawling on hands
and knees, he succeeded in reaching the gun,
killing the crew with bombs, and capturing
the gun.

On the line re-forming, he again located a
machine gun in the support line, and stalking
this second gun as he had done the first, he
succeeded in putting the crew out of action
and capturing the gun.

His wonderful bravery and resource on
these two occasions undoubtedly saved the
lives of many of his comrades.

Pte. Milne was killed shortly after captur-
ing the second gun.

No. 40989 Pte. Ernest Sykes, North'd Fus.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion

to duty when his battalion in attack was held
up about 350 yards in advance of our lines by
intense fire from front and flank, and suf-
fered heavy casualties. • f , .

Pte. Sykes, despite this heavy fire, went
forward and brought back four wounded—he
made a fifth journey and remained out under
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conditions which appeared to be certain
death, until he had bandaged all those who
were too« badly wounded to be moved. These
gallant actions, performed under incessant
machine gun and rifle fire, showed an utter
contempt of danger.

No. 30144 Pte. Horace Waller, late K.O.
York. L.I.

For most conspicuous bravery when with a
bombing section forming a block in the enemy
line. A very violent counter-attack was
made by the enemy on this post, and

although five of the garrison were killed,
Pte. Waller continued for more than an
hour to throw bombs, and finally repulsed
the attack.

In the evening the enemy again counter-
attacked the post, and all the garrison be-
came casualties except Pte. Waller, who,,
although wounded later, continued to throw
bombs for another half an hour until he was-
killed. Throughout these attacks he showed
the utmost valour, and it was due to his de-
termination that the attacks on this import-
ant post were repulsed.

P inted and Published for His Majesty's Stationeiy Office by WYMAN & SONS, Ltd., Fetter Lane, Fleet Street,E.C.
Friday, 8 June, 1917.

Price Four Pence.


