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entirely justified their selection for such respon-
sible commands.

The preparations for the battle, with the
exception of those at Gommecourt, were carried
out under Sir Henry Rawlinson's orders. It
was not until after the assault of the 1st July
that Sir Hubert Gough was placed in charge of
a portion of the front of attack, in order to
enable Sir Henry Rawlinson to devote his whole
attention to the area in which I then decided to
concentrate the main effort.

The Army Commanders have brought to my
notice the excellent work done by their Staff
Officers and Technical Advisers, as well as by
the various commanders and staffs serving
under them, and I have already submitted the
names of the various officers and others recom-
mended by them.

I desire also to record my obligation to my
own Staff at General Head Quarters and on the
Lines of Communication, and to the various
Technical Advisers attached thereto for their
loyal and untiring assistance.

Throughout the operations the whole Army
has worked with a remarkable absence of fric-
tion and with a self-sacrifice and whole-hearted
devotion to the common cause which is beyond
praise. This has ensured and will continue to
ensure the utmost concentration of effort. It
is indeed a privilege to work with such officers
and with such men.

I cannot close this Despatch without alluding
to the happy relations which continue to exist
between the Allied Armies and between our
troops and the civil population in France and
Belgium. The unfailing co-operation of our
Allies, their splendid fighting qualities, and

the kindness and goodwill universally dis-
played towards us have, won the gratitude, as
well as the respect and admiration, of all
ranks of the British Armies.

In conclusion, I desire to add a few words
as to future prospects.

The enemy's power has not yet been broken,
nor is it yet possible to form an estimate of the
time the war may last before the objects for
which the Allies are fighting have been
attained. But the Somme battle has placed
beyond doubt the ability of the Allies to gain
those objects. The German Army is the
mainstay of the Central Powers, and a full
half of that Army, despite all the advantages
of the defensive,, supported by the strongest
fortifications, suffered defeat on the Somme
this year. Neither victors nor the vanquished
will forget this; and, though bad weather has
given the enemy a respite, there will un-
doubtedly be many thousands in his ranks who
will begin the new campaign with little con-
fidence in their ability to resist our assaults or
to overcome our defence.

Our new Armies entered the battle with
the determination to win and with confidence
in their power to do so. They have proved to
themselves, to the enemy, and to the world that
this confidence was justified, and in the fierce
struggle they have been through they have
learned many valuable lessons which will help
them in the future.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's obedient Servant,

D. HAIG,
General, Commanding-in-Chief,

British Armies in France.

J Yinteil and P« blisl ed for His Ma jestj 's Stationery Office by WYMAN & SONS, Ltd., Fetter Lane, Fleet Sti eet, E. C.
Friday, 29 December, 1916.

Price Four Pence.


