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of note. to report. The railway towards the
Baharia Qasis has been pushed on, and the
.railhead of the Kharga railway is now ten miles
beyond Kharga Station. Patrolling has been
most active in all sections of the line. On
31st August a patrol of eight motor-cars cap-
.tured an enemy camel convoy twenty miles
north-west of Jaghbub. The escort of thirty
armed men surrendered without resistance, the
loads and saddles of the camels were burnt,
and most of the camels destroyed. 1In the
Baharia Section a patrol of two officers and
three men, Imperial Camel Corps, came in con-
tact with a small body of between fifteen and
twenty enemy near the point where the
“‘Rubi’’ road from Samalut descends the es-
carpment of the Baharia Oasis. The two offi-
-cers became detached from the men, who made
their way back to the post covering the rail-
head, but I much regret that subsequent search
has failed to discover the missing officers. In
the Wadi Natrun Section a-motor-car patrol
on 21st September arrested a small convoy
under a Tripolitan officer of the Serussi Force,
which was bringing mails and a quantity of
. bombs, gelignite and automatic pistols from
Baharia to Amria (12 miles west of Alexandria
on the coast).

Throughout the period under review the com-
mand of the Delta District and the Linesof Com-
munication Defences has been held by Major-

.General W. A, Watson, C.B., C.1.E,, and the
duties of that command, though happily in-
volving no active operations, have been carried
out to my satisfaction. Great activity and
thoroughness has been shown in carrying out
my instructions to establish a line of posts along
the western edge of the canal zone to prevent
the entrance of undesirable persons. The
patrolling duties involved have been entrusted
to two Australian squadrons, who have dis-
played the greatest zeal, tact and resource in
bringing the new orders and restrictions into
force. The results of this measure have been
excellent, and the Western Canal Zone can now
be said to be free from the presence of all
unauthorised persons. o

8. Tt gives me the greatest pleasure to bring
to notice the services rendered by General Sir
F. R. Wingate, G.C.B., G.C.V.0., K.C.M.G.,
D.S.0., and the Egyptian Army, since the
beginning of the war, to the Mediterranean
Expeditionary Force and the Egyptian Expe-
ditionary Force, and to express my gratefulness
for the assistance which has at all times been so
willingly given. Fifty-eight officers and twelve
Budan Government officials served—most of
them for short periods equivalent to the amount
of leave to which in normal circumstances they
would have been entitled—with the Mediter-
ranean Expeditionary Force; of these, six
officers were either killed or died of wounds,
and eleven were wounded. Sixty officers and
twenty-seven Sudan Goverrment officials were
lent at various times for service with the Egyp-
tian Expeditionary Force.

Personnel of the Egyptian Army has been
employed at different times as guards for rail-
way bridges and to garrison various important
points in the interior. The Egyptian Army
also supplied guns and gunners for two
armoured trains for use with the defences of
Egypt. A Camel Maxim Section and an armed
detachment of the Military Works Department
were attached to the Bikanir Camel Corps, and
took part in the operations against the Senussi
{in which operations No. 1 Squadron Egyptian

a

. Cavalry was also employed) and in the attack

on the Suez Canal in April, 1915. Two com-
panies of the 2nd (Egyptian) Battalion garri-
soned Tor in January, 1915, and took part in
the subsequent operations in that district. The
garrison of Abu Zeneima was also supplied for
some months by troops of the Egyptian Army.
In thecourse of 1915, 2,230 Egyptian reservists,
who had been called up, were employed on
works connected with the Canal defences; a
number of Egyptian officers from pension and
unemployed lists volunteered for service with
these reservists and gave valuable assistance.
A works battalion of six companies was formed
in May, 1915, for service at the Dardanelles,
the battalion and the companies being. com-
manded by British officers in the employ of the
Egyptian Army. This unit did excellent work,
under perpetual shell-fire, on the Peninsula
during the four months of its employment.

Besides this assistance in the matter of per-
sonnel the Egyptian Army has most liberally
placed at the disposal of the Mediterranean and
and Egyptian Expeditionary Forces accommo-
dation, war material and transport camels,

I would especially mention the loan of the
Egyptian Army Hospital at. Cairo, complete
with equipment, to the New Zealand Division ;
the purchase in the Sudan of over 14,000 riding
and baggage camels, the collection, veterinary
examination, and dispatch of which threw a
large amount of additional work upon the pro-
vince staffs ; the supply of 174,000 grenades for
the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force; the
loan of tugs and steel plates for the Canal
defences; and the manufacture and repair, in
the Stores Department, of a large number of
articles of equipment and clothing. For these,
and all other services rendered in addition to
their normal duties, the Egyptian Army and
the Sudan Administration deserve the most
cordial thanks. .

I also wish to express my extreme grateful-
ness to Field Marshal Rt. Hon. Lord Methuen,
G.C.B.,, G.C.V.0.,, C.M.G., Governor and
Commander-in-Chief, Malta, and to all his

. staff, for the labours which they have under-

taken in connection with hospital work for the
benefit of the Mediterranean and Egyptian
Expeditionary Forces.

The expansion, reduction and re-expansion
of accommodation has necessitated very hard
work on the part of the Engineer, Barracks,

Ordnance, Transport and Supply Services, as-

well as on the part of the Medica] Department.

I wish to call attention to the admirable work
that has been performed by the Nursing Ser-
vices in the hospitals in Egypt. Not only have
they had to deal with a very large number of
wounded and sick from Gallipoli, Salonica and
Egypt itself, but also from other theatres of
war. The devotion to duty, zeal and skill of
the Nursing Sérvices, both British, Australian
and New Zealand, and of the voluntary helpers
has been beyond praise, and I have great
pleasure in bringing to your notice in a subse-
quent despatch the names-of a number of these
ladies for specially distinguished service.

The distribution by the Army Postal Service
of letters and parcels over the extended desert
fronts has been fraught with difficulties. The
successful manner in which these have been
overcome has greatly contributed to the comfort
and health of the troops under my command.
In this connection I wish to acknowledge the
assistance I have received from the Egyptian



