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War

Office,
26th October, 1916.
-" His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to award the Victoria Cross to the
undermentioned ''Officers, Non-commissioned
Officers and Men: —
Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel) John Vaughan
Campbell, D.S.O., Coldstream Guards.
For most conspicuous bravery and able
-_ leading in an attack.
Seeing that the first two waves of his battalion had been decimated by machine gun
and rifle fire he took personal command of
the third line, rallied his men with the utmost
gallantry, and led them against the enemy
machine guns, capturing the guns and killing
the personnel.
Later in the day, after consultation with
other unit commanders, he again rallied the
survivors of his battalion, and at a critical
moment led them through a very heavy
hostile fire barrage against the objective.
He was one of the first to enter the enemy
trench.
His personal gallantry and initiative at, a
very critical moment turned the fortunes of
the day and enabled the division to press on

and capture objectives of the highest tactical
importance.
Bt. Maj. William La Touche Corfgreve,
D.S.O., M.C., lateRif. Brig.
For most conspicuous bravery during a
period of fourteen, days preceding his death
in action.
This officer constantly performed acts of
gallantry and showed the greatest devotion
to duty, and by his personal example inspired all those around him with confidence
at critical periods of the operations.' During
preliminary preparations for the attack he
carried out personal reconnaissances of the
enemy lines, taking out parties of officers and
non-commissioned officers for over 1,000
yards in front of our line, in order to
acquaint them with the ground. All these
preparations were made under fire.
Later, by night, Major Congreve conducted a battalion
to its position of employment, afterwards1 returning to it to ascertain the situation after assault. He established himself in an exposed forward position from whence he successfully observed the
enemy, and gave orders necessary to drive
them from their position. Two days later,
when Brigade Headquarters was* heavily
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shelled and many casualties resulted, he went
out and assisted the medical officer to remove
the wounded to places of safety, although he
was himself suffering severely from gas and
other shell effects. He again on a subsequent
occasion showed supreme courage in tending
wounded under heavy shell tire.
He finally returned to the front line to
ascertain the situation after an unsuccessful
attack, and whilst in the act of writing his
report, was shot and killed instantly.
Captain William Barnsley Allen, M.C.,
M.B., Royal Army Medical Corps.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty.
When gun detachments were unloading
H.E. ammunition from wagons which had
just come up, the enemy suddenly began to
shell the battery position. The first shell
fell on one of the limbers, exploded the
ammunition and caused several casualties.
Captain Allen saw the occurrence and at
once, with utter disregard of danger, ran
straight across the open, under heavy shell
firo, commenced dressing the wounded, and
Undoubtedly by his promptness saved many
of them from bleeding to death.
He was himself hit four times during the
first hour by pieces of shells, one of which
- fractured two of his ribs, but he never even
mentioned this at the time, and coolly went
on with his work till the last man was
dressed and safely removed.
He then went over to another battery and
tended a woutided officer. It was only when
this was done that he returned to his dug-out
and reported his own injury.
Captain Noel Godfrey Chavasse, M.C.,
M.B., Royal Army Medical Corps.
For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. '
During an attack he tended the wounded
in the open all day, under heavy fire, frequently in view of the enemy. During the
ensuing night he searched for wounded on
the ground in front of the enemy's lines for
four hours.
Next day he took one stretcher-bearer to
the advanced trenches, and under heavy shell
fire carried an urgent case for 500 yards into
safety, being wounded in the side by a shell
•splinter- during the journey. The same
night he took up a party of twenty volunteers, rescued three wounded men from a
•shell hole twenty-five yards from the enemy's
trench, buried the bodies of two Officers, and
•collected many identity discs, although fired
•on by bombs and machine guns.
Altogether he saved the lives of some
twenty badly wounded men, besides the
ordinary cases which passed through his
hands. His courage and self-sacrifice, were
beyond praise.

-it,
.(jjjjemporary Captain Archie Cecil Thomas
3jghat%, Yorkshire Regiment.
ed$ JaEtersmost conspicuous bravery. He was in
evbtfmirfa^d of the troops that held the
«Tasbsftfce*fi (and western faces of a redoubt.
ylO?esrfo«B'4ays and nights, by his indomitable

spirit, great personal courage, and skilful
dispositions, he held his position under heavy
fire of all kinds and against several counterattacks. Though short of supplies and
ammunition, his determination
never
wavered. When the enemy attacked in
greatly superior numbers and had almost
ejected our troops from the redoubt, he personally led a counter-attack, which finally
cleared the enemy out of the southern and
western faces. He risked his life continually, and was the life and soul of the
defence.
Lieutenant John Vincent Holland, Leitfster
Regiment.
For most conspicuous bravery during a
heavy engagement, when, not content with
bombing hostile dug'-outs within the objective, he fearlessly led his bombers through
our own artillery barrage- and cleared a greatpart of the village in front.
He started out with 26 bombers and
finished up with only fivej after capturing,
some fifty prisoners. By this very gallant
action he undoubtedly broke the spirit of, the
enemy, and thus saved us many casualties
when the battalion made a further advance.
He was far from well at the time, and
later had to go to hospital.
2nd Lieutenant Gabriel George Coury, South
Lancashire Regiment.
For most conspicuous bravery. During
an advance he was in command of twoplatoons ordered to dig a communication
trench from the old firing line to the position won. By his fine example and utter
contempt of danger he kept up the spirits of
his men and completed his task under
intense fire.
Later, after his battalion had suffered
severe casualties and the Commanding
Officer had been wounded, he went out in
front of the advanced position in broad daylight and in full view of the enemy, found
his Commanding Officer, and brought him
back to the new advanced trench over ground
swept by machine gun fire.
He not only carried out his original taskj
and saved his Commanding Officer, but also
assisted in rallying the attacking troops
when they were shaken and in leading them
forward.
No. 14603 Serjeant William Ewart Boulter,
Northamptonshire Regiment.
For most conspicuous bravery. When one
company and part of another were held up
in the attack on a wood by a hostile machine
gun, which was causing heavy casualties,
Serjeant Boulter, with utter contempt of
danger and in spite of being severely
wounded in the shoulder, advanced alone
over the open under heavy fire in front of
the gun, and bombed the gun team from
their position.
This very gallant act not only saved many
casualties, but was of great military value,
as it materially expedited the operation of
clearing the enemy out of the wood, and
thus covering the flank of the whole attackin or force.
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No. 2815 Serjeant Albert Gill, late King's
UJoyal Rifle Corps.
For most conspicuous bravery. The enemy
made a very strong counter-attack on the
right flank of the battalion, and rushed the
bombing post after killing all the company
bombers.
Serjeant Gill at once rallied the remnants
of his platoon, none of whom were skilled
bombers, and reorganised his defences, a
most difficult and dangerous task, the trench
being very shallow and much damaged.
Soon afterwards the enemy nearly surrounded his men by creeping up through the
thick undergrowth, and commenced sniping
at about twenty yards range. Although it
-was almost certain death, Serjeant Gill stood
boldly up in order to direct the fire of his
men. He was killed almost at once, but not
before he had shown his men where the
enemy were, and thus enabled them to hold
up their advance.
By his supreme devotion to duty and selfsacrifice he saved a very dangerous situation.
14951 Serjeant David Jones, Liverpool Regitment.
For most conspicuous bravery, devotion to
duty, and ability displayed in the handling
of his platoon.
The platoon to which he belonged was
ordered to a forward position, and during the
advance came under heavy machine gun fire,
the officer being killed and the platoon
suffering heavy losses.
Serjeant Jones led forward the remainder,
occupied the position, and held it for two
days and two nights without food or water,
until relieved. On the second day he drove
back three counter-attacks, inflicting heavy
losses. His coolness was most praiseworthy.
Iti was due entirely to his resource and
example that his men retained confidence and
held their post.
No. 13301 Lance-Serjeant Fred McNess,
33cots Guards.
For most conspicuous bravery. During a
severe engagement he led his men on with
the greatest dash in face of heavy shell and
machine gun fire. When the first line of
enemy trenches was readied, it was found
that the left flank was exposed and that the
enemy was bombing down the trench.
Serjeant McNess thereupon organised a
counter-attack and led it in person. He was
very severely wounded in the neck and jaw,
but went on passing through the barrage of
hostile bombs in order to bring up fresh supplies of bombs to his own men.
Finally he established a " block," and continued encouraging his men and throwing
bombs till utterly exhausted by loss of blood.
No. 73132 Private (Acting Corporal) Leo
'Clarke, Can. Inf.
For most conspicuous bravery.
He was
detailed with his section of bombers to clear
the continuation of a newly-captured trench
and cover the construction of a "block."
After most of his party had become casualties, he was building a " block " when about
* twenty of the enemy with two officers
counter-attacked.
He boldly advanced
against them, emptied his revolver into them

and afterwards two enemy rifles which he
picked up in the trench.
One of the officers then, attacked him with
the bayonet, wounding him in the leg, but he
shot him dead. The enemy then ran away,
pursued by Acting Corporal Clarke, who
shot four more and captured a fifth.
Later he was ordered to the dressingstation, but returned next day to duty.
No. 3/5027 Private Thomas Hughes, Connaught Rangers.
For most conspicuous bravery and determination. He was wounded in an attack,
but returned at once to the firing line after
having his wounds dressed.
Later, seeing a hostile machine-gun, he
dashed out in front of his company, shot the
gunner, and single-handed captured the gun.
Though again wounded, he brought back
three or four prisoners.
No. 11000 Private Thomas Alfred Jones,
Cheshire Regiment.
For most conspicuous bravery. He was
with his company consolidating the defences
in front of a village, and, noticing an enemy
sniper at 200 yards distance, he went out,
and, though one bullet went through his
helmet and another through his coat, he returned the sniper's fire and killed him. He
then saw two more of the enemy firing at
him, although displaying a white flag. Both
of these he also shot. On reaching the enemy
trench he found several occupied dug-outs,
and, single-handed, disarmed 102 of the
enemy, including three or four officers, and
marched them back to our lines through a
heavy barrage. He had been warned of the
misuse of the white flag by the enemy, but
insisted on going out after them.
101465 Private John Chipman Kerr, Canadian Infantry.
For most conspicuous bravery. During a
bombing attack he was acting as bayonet
man, and, knowing that bombs were running
short, he ran along the parados under heavy
fire until he was in close contact with the
enemy, when he opened fire on them at pointblank range, and inflicted heavy loss.
The enemy, thinking they were surrounded, surrendered. Sixty-two prisoners
were taken and 250 yards of enemy trench
captured.
Before carrying out this very plucky act
one of Private Kerr's fingers had been blown
off by a bomb.
Later, with two other men, he escorted
back the prisoners under fire, and then
returned to report himself for duty before
having his wound dressed.

War

Office,
26th October, 1916.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased -to award the Distinguished Conduct
Medal to the undermentioned. Non-Commie
sioued Officers and Men of No'.' 22nd Field
Ambulance, R.A.M.C., in recognition of great
devotion to duty and eminent services rendered
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by them when prisoners 'of war, duriug epidemics of Cholera and "typhus Fever, at the
Prisoners of War Camps in Gottingen and
Ohrdruf, respectively.
No. 12402 Staff Serjeant T. E. Eondell.

No. 170 Actg. Cpl. D. M. Newa-Il.
No. 4586 Pte. A. Hazell.
No. 8382 Pte. H. Blackman.
No. -8653 Pte. J. Canty.
No. 8892 Pte. J. I. Robertson.
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