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THURSDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1916.

War Office,
llth October, 1916.

The following Despatch from Lieutenant-
General Sir Percy Lake, K.C.B., relative to
the operations in Mesopotamia from 19th
January to 30th April, 1916, has been for-
warded by the Government of India for publi-
cation : —

General Headquarters,
I.E.F. "D.,"

llth August, 1916.
From Lieut.-General Sir P. H. N. Lake,

K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Commanding Indian
Expeditionary Force " D "

To the Chief of the General Staff, Army Head-
quarters, India, Simla.

SIR,—I have the honour to submit a
Despatch describing the operations of the
Force under my command from January 19th,
1916, the date of my assuming command, up to
April 30th, 1916.

2. Sir John Nixon's last Despatches, dated
January 17th, referred to General Aylmer's
advance from Ali Gharbi; His capture of the
Turkish position at Sheikh Saad after severe
fighting on the 6th, 7th and 8th January; the
battle of 13th and 14th January on the IWadi

River, and the retreat of the enemy to an
entrenched position across the Umm-Al-
Hannah defile.

3. The period now under report includes
three phases in the further attempt to relieve
Kut: —

1st Phase.—19th to 23rd January.
Unsuccessful attempt to force the Hannah

defile. Commander, Lieut.-General Sir F.
Aylmer.

2nd Phase.—2&th January to Wth March.
A period of rest and reorganisation,

followed by the unsuccessful attempt to out-
flank the enemy's right in the vicinity of the
Dujailah Redoubt. Commander, Lieut.-
General Sir F. Aylmer.
3rd Phase.—llth March to 30th April.

A brief period of preparation, followed by
the attack and capture of the Hannah and
Falahiyah positions; failure to force the
Sannaiyat position, and fall of Kut. Com-
mander, Lieut.-General Sir G. F. Gorringe.
4. The general position of affairs on the

Tigris front on January 19th, 1916, was that
the bulk of General Aylmer's force, after the
heavy fighting referred to in paragraph 2, was


