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obtained assistance, and went out again to
look for his two wounded comrades.

He set a splendid example of pluck and
determination. His work has always been
marked by the greatest coolness and bravery.

No. 2053 Pte. John Leak, Aus. Infy.
For most conspicuous bravery. He was

one of a party which finally captured an
enemy strong point. At one assault, when
the enemy's bombs were outranging ours,
Private Leak jumped out of the tren'ch, ran
forward under heavy machine-gun fire at

• close range, and threw three bombs into the
enemy's bombing post. He then jumped
into the post <and bayonetted three un-
wounded enemy bombers.

Later, when the enemy in overwhelming
numbers was driving his party back, he was
always the last to withdraw at each stage,
and kept on throwing bombs.

His> courage and energy had such an effect
on the 'enemy that, on the arrival of rein-
forcements, the whole trench was recap-
tured.

No. 14/18278 Pte. William Frederick
JMcFadzean, late B. Ir. Bif.

For most conspicuous bravery. While
in a concentration trench and opening a box
of bombs for distribution prior to an attack,
the box slipped down into the trench, which
was crowded with men, and two of the safety
pins fell out. Private 'McFadzean, in-
stantly realising the danger to his comrades,
with heroic courage threw himself on the
top of the Bombs.

The bombs exploded blowing him to pieces,
but only one other man was injured. He
well knew his danger, being himself a
bomber, but without a moment's hesitation
he gave his life for his comrades.

No. 12639 Pte. James Miller, late B. Lanc^
B.

For most conspicuous bravery. His
battalion was consolidating a position after
its capture by assault. Private Miller was
ordered to take an important message under
heavy shell and rifle fire and to bring back
a reply at all costs.

He was compelled to cross the open, and
on leaving the trench was shot almost imme-
diately in the back, the bullet coming out
through his abdomen. In spite of this, with
heroic courage and self-sacrifice, he com-
pressed with his hand the gaping wound in
his abdomen, delivered his message, stag-
gered back with the answer, and fell at the
feet of the officer to whom he delivered it.

He gave his life with a supreme devotion
to duty.

No. 3970 Pte. Martin O'Meara, Aus. Infy.
For most conspicuous bravery. During

four days of very heavy fighting he re-
peatedly went out and -brought in wounded
officers and men from " No Man's Land "
under intense artillery and machine gun fire.

He also volunteered and -carried up ammu-
nition and bombs tihrougn a "heavy barrage to
a portion of the trenches, which was being
heavily shelled at the time.e

He showed throughout an utter contempt
' -<>f danger, and undoubtedly saved many

Jives. " '

No. 12J18645 Pte. Bobert Quigg, B. Ir. Bif.
For most conspicuous bravery. He ad-

vanced to the assault with his platoon three
times. Early next morning, hearing a
rumour that his platoon officer was lying out
wounded, he went out seven times to look
for him under heavy shell and machine gun
fire, each time bringing. back a wounded
man. The last man he dragged in on a
waterproof sheet from within a few yards of
the enemy's wire.

He was seven hours engaged in this most
gallant work, and finally was so exhausted
that he had to give it up.

No. 68 Dmr. Walter Bitchie, Sea. Highrs.
For most conspicuous bravery and re-

source, when on his own initiative he stood
on the parapet of an enemy trench, and,
under heavy machine gvm fire and bomb
attacks, repeatedly sounded the " Charge,"
thereby rallying many men of various units
who, having lost their leaders, were wavering
and beginning to retire.

This action showed the highest type of
courage and personal initiative.

Throughout the day Drummer Bitchie
carried messages over fire-swept ground,
showing the greatest devotion to duty.

No. 12067 Pte. William Short, late York. B.
For most conspicuous bravery. He was

foremost in the attack, bombing the enemy
with great gallantry, when he was severely
wounded in the foot. He was urged to go
back, but .refused and continued to throw
bombs.

Later his leg was shattered by a shell, and
he was unable to stand, so he lay hi the
trench adjusting detonators and straighten-
ing the pins of bombs for his comrades.

He died before he could be carried out of
the trench. For the last eleven months he
had always volunteered for dangerous enter-
prises, and has always set a magnificent
example of bravery and devotion to duty.

No. 20572 Pte. Thomas George Turrall,
Wore. B.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty. During a bombing attack by a
small party against the enemy the officer in
charge was badly wounded, and the party
having penetrated the position to a great
depth was compelled eventually to retire.

Private Turrall remained with the
wounded officer for three hours, under con-
tinuous and very heavy fire from machine
guns, and bombs, and, notwithstanding that
both himself and the officer were at one time
completely cut off from our troops, he held
to his ground with determination, and
finally carried the.officer into our lines after
our counter-attacks had made this possible.

No. 10799" Pte. Theodore William Henry
Veale, Devon. B. 1 > ! '

For moit conspicuous bravery. Hearing
that a wounded officer was lying outin, front,
Private. Veale went out in search, and found
him. lying "amidst growing corn witHin' fifty
yards of the enemy. • He dragged the'officer
to- a shell hole, returned for -water'-and

• took it. outl ' Finding he could riot single-


