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THURSDAY, 3 AUGUST, 1916.

War Office,
3rd August, 1916.

The Colonial Office has forwarded for
publication the fallowing Despatch on military
operations in the Nyasaland Protectorate: —

From the Governor of Nyasaland
To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Government House,
Zomba,

Nyasaland,
1st November, 1915.

Sir,—With the advent of reinforcements
from the Union of 'South Africa the military
operations in Nyasaland enter upon a new
phase, and the moment appears to be oppor-
tune for a brief review of the work of the local
forces since the outbreak of war and for bring-
ing -DO your notice the names of many officers
whose services deserve recognition. With this
object in view the accompanying report has
been prepared by the Officer Commanding the
Forces in Nyasaland.

All Irieutenant^Colonel Hawthorn's recom-
mendations have my hearty support. With

the work of many of the junior officers I ha^e
not been in direct contact, but I have closely
watched the operations throughout, and a
recent visit to ELaronga has enabled me to judge
better all that has been done to maintain suc-
cessfully for fourteen months the defence of
the Protectorate as well as the cheerful and
willing spirit which pervades all ranks.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hawthorn refers to the
good services of Captains Barton and Stevens
in the command of the troops-. He is debarred
from mentioning himself, but I desire to bring
to notice the excellent work he has done since
he assumed command in December last, and
to recommend that this be marked by a Com-
panionship in the Distinguished Service Order.

I have been much in contact with the work
of Captain Thorburn. In addition to his
duties connected with the Base and Lines of
Communication, he has rendered important
services as Commanding Officer of the Nyasa-
land Volunteer Reserve, and I was able to
mention him specially in connection with the
native rising in January, 1915. I feel that I
cannot speak too highly of the valuable assist-


