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FRIDAY, 21 JULY, 1916.

War Office,
21st July, 1916.

The following despatches have been received
by the Secretary of State for War from the
Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief, Home
Forces: — • :

General Headquarters,
Home Forces,

Horse Guards,
London, S.W.

29M May, 1916.
MY LORD,—

I have the honour to forward herewith a
Report which I have received from the General
Officer Commanding-in-chief, Irish Command,
relating to the recent outbreak in.Dublin and
the measures taken for its suppression.

2. It will be observed that the rebellion
broke out in Dublin at 12.15 p.m. on April
24th, and that by 5.20 p.m. on the same after-
noon a considerable force from the Curragh had
-arrived in Dublin to reinforce the garrison,
and other troops were on • their way from
Athlone, Belfast, and Templemore. -The
celerity with which these reinforcements

became available says mucn for the arrange-
ments which had been made to meet such a
contingency.

3. I was informed of the outbreak by wire
on the afternoon of the 24th ult., and the
59th Division at St. Albans was1 at once put
under orders to proceed to' Ireland, and
arrangements were put in train for their trans-
port. After seeing General Friend I gave
orders for the movement of two brigades to
commence as soon as their transport could be
arranged. I am aware that in doing so I was
acting beyond the powers which- were delegated
to me, but I considered tne situation to be so
critical that it was1 necessary to act at once
without reference to the Army Council.

4. On the morning of the 28th April General
Sir John Maxwell, K.C.B., .K.C.M.G.,
C.V.O., D.S.O., arrived in Ireland to assume
command.

5. I beg to bring to your notice the
assistance afforded to ,me by the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, who met
every request made to them for men, guns
and transport with the greatest promptitude,
and whose action e-nabled me to reinforce and


