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double companies 92nd Punjabis facing north-
east, two platoons 2nd Rajputs facing north,
with six "platoons 2/10th Gurkha Rifles in sup-
port. The whole was under command of
Lieut.-Col. F. G. H. Button, 2/10th Gurkha
Rifles.

29. The advance northward on the east bank
of the two platoons, 2nd Rajputs, was checked
short of the broken ground by fire from1 the
enemy posted there, aided by the fire of small
parties which were still hidden at the foot of
the west bank. It was here that Captain
R. T. Arundell was killed while gallantly lead-
ing his men.

30. While this attack wag in progress, the
Commander of H.M. T.B. No. 043, Lieu-
'tenant-Commander G. B. Palmes, R.N., was
asked by Colonel Geoghegan to destroy the
enemy's pontoons which were lying on the east
bank. Those on shore were destroyed by shell
fire, and a party then landed from the boat to
see whether there were1 any others lying behind
the bank. The leading party found them-

• selves in front of a trench full of the enemy,
and .on getting back to their boat Lieutenant-
Commander G. B. Palmes, R.N., and Sub-
Lieutenant C. V. Cardinall, R.N.V.R., were
wounded.

31. The enemy's main attack - from the
north-east did not get within 1,200 yards of
our line. They, however, shelled our posi-
tions on the west bank intermittently until
about 2 p.m., when their main body retired
eastwards, and our forces withdrew to the posi-
tions held in the morning. A small party of
the enemy reached the ridge which we had
vacated, but they were shelled off it by our
artillery, and soon disappeared.

32. In the attack on the Toussoum post,
about 350 of the enemy managed to establish
themselves during the night in some of the
outer'trenches which are only occupied by the
garrison by day. A number of this party were
killed as soon, as it was light by the fire of our
machine guns, and the remainder were either
driven out or killed, and some 80 prisoners cap-
tured by a local counter-attack which was skil-
fully led by Lieutenant J. W. Thomson-
Glover, 92nd Punjabis. Seven Turkish officers
and 280 other ranks, with much material, were
taken on this occasion.

33. At 4.3.0 p.m. reinforcements from the
31st Infantry Brigade began to arrive at Sera-
peum, and in the course of the evening four
double companies were placed in support at
various points on the west bank, and the garri-
son of the Serapeum post was strengthened.

The armed launches commanded by Lieu-
tenants W. H. B. Livesay and E. H. Daugh-
lish, R.I.M., rendered valuable service in this
section during the day, and were frequently
under fire of the enemy's snipers.

34. On the morning of the 4th instant, as
there was no sign of the enemy's main body to
the east, and as the armed launch " Mansura "
had been fired upon on the previous evening
and some sniping had taken place during the
night from the east bank, Major-General A.
Wallace, who had taken over command at
Serapeum from Colonel S. Geoghegan, ordereS
two double companies of the 92nd Punjabis to
move north along the east bank of the Canal
to examine this locality. This party, which
was commanded by Captain L. F. A. Cochran,
got to the south) edge of this area, which they
found to be held by the enemy, and then ex-

tended round to the east and north-east to
round the latter up. The enemy held up a
white flag and made signs of surrender, where-
upon Captain Cochran and some of hie party
advanced towards them. After three Turks
had surrendered, fire was re-opened by the
enemy, and our troops had to fall back. Major-
General Wallace then ordered out reinforce-
ments, consisting of one double company each
of the 27th and 62nd Punjabis and the 128th
Pioneers, the whole under Major T. R. Mac-
lachlan, 92nd Punjabis. The latter collected
his men and charged, and the enemy imme-
diately threw down thedr arms. The prisoners
taken here numbered six officers and 251 men,
of whom 52 were seriously wounded. The
enemy's killed numbered 59, and among them
was a German officer, Major von den Hagen.
Three machine guns were captured, as well as
a quantity of miscellaneous stores. It was in
this second attack that Captain Cochran was
killed.

35. Turning from events at Toussoum to
those at Kantara, the only engagements that
need be referred to are the attacks made by the
enemy on our outposts on the 28th January
and 3rd February. In the attack of the 28th
January, the enemy advanced along the tele-
graph line on one of our piquets, consisting of
a detachment of the 14th Sikhs under Captain
Channer, which they attacked about 2.45 a.m.
The action continued for about half an hour,
and the enemy attempted to advance, but was
unable to do so. Firing gradually ceased, and
by daylight the enemy had withdrawn gradu-
ally to Point 70 on the Kantara—El Arish
road, from which they were driven out by five
rounds of lyddite shell fired by H.M.S.
"Swiftsure."

36. The attack of the 3rd February was
conducted on much the same lines, and was
directed on two of our piquets furnished by the
89th Punjabis. The enemy's advance was
stopped without difficulty, and at daylight 36
unwounded prisoners were found in our en-
tanglements. The enemy left 20 dead on the
ground, but their casualties were very much
heavier, as they removed many of their killed
and wounded.

37. As the events described may represent,
but the opening phase of the campaign, I do
not propose; at this stage, to mention the staff
and departmental officers who have rendered
specially good service. I, however, submit the
names of the following regimental officers whose
conduct is deserving of notice:—

19th Lancashire Battery, R.F.A. (T.F.).—
This battery rendered excellent service, and
was well commanded by Major B.. Palin
Dobson. He was ably seconded by Captain
P. K. Clapham.

5th Battery Artillery, Egyptian Army.—
T(his battery took a prominent part in defeating
the attempts of the enemy to cross the Canal,
and its fire sank two or more pontoons. It was
skilfully commanded by Bimbashi (Major) I.
D'E. Roberts, R.A. Mulazim Awal Effendi
Helmi, who was tilled, showed conspicuous gal-
lantry, and fought his gun under a heavy fire
at short range. He would have been recom-
mended for reward had he survived.

Imperial Service Troops.—Major A. K.
Rawlins, 24th Punjabis, and Captain G. C. W.
Willis, 31st Lancers, Special Service Officers,
have displayed energy and enterprise, their


