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such a largo area is evidence of the efficiency
displayed by all executive ranks. Siich roads
as do exist are merely clearings through the
bush and swamp, and these rapidly become
well-nigh impassable for heavy lorries. The
existing track had constantly to be improved,
and deviations cut, causing endless1 delays, and
the result was that transport drivers were fre-
quently at work continuously night and day.

The rapidity of the advance, and the dis-
tance to which it was carried, must almost in-
evitably have caused a breakdown in the trans-
port had it not been for the unremitting exer-
tions of the railway engineers, who carried for-
ward the railway from the Njoro drift, east of
Salaita, to Taveta and the Lateana nek at an
average rate of a mile a day, including, survey-
ing, heavy bush cutting and the bridging of the
Lumi river. This fine performance is largely
due to the ripe experience and organising power
of Colonel Sir W. Johns, Kt., C.I.E.

Exceptionally heavy work, too, has been
thrown upon the medical officers and personnel.
All wounded have been treated and evacuated
expeditiously, and the number of sick who
passed daily through the hands of the medical
authorities, more especially since the cessation
of active operations, has been very great.
Great credit is due to Surgeon-General G. D.
Hunter, 'C.M.'G., D.S.O., and his1 assistants.

The excellent manner in which communicar
tion has been maintained throughout reflects
great credit on my Signal Service, the officers
and men of which, under the able control of
Lieutenant-Colonel H. C. Hawtrey, R.E., have
spared no efforts in overcoming, the many diffi-
culties attendant on operating in such country
and on such a large front.

The Officers of my Staff have throughout
rendered me every possible assistance. I
would especially mentioned Colonel (now
Brigadier-General) J. J. Collyer, my chief of
the General Staff, whose sound judgment,
ability and tact made* possible the harmonious

working of a curiously heterogeneous force, and
Brigadier-General R. H. Ewart, C.B., C.I.E.,
DJ3.0., A.D.C., Administrative Staff, who has
done everything possible to perfect and co-
ordinate the working of the various adminis-
trative services on which an army operating in
equatorial Africa is peculiarly dependent.

Brigadier-General W. F. S. Edwards,
D.S.O., my Inspector-General of Communica-
tions, rendered invaluable services, and the
rapidity and smoothness with which the con
centration of troops was carried out were ^ery
largely due to his energy and powers of organi-
sation, while the manner in which he extended
the lines of communication during the actual
operations left nothing to be desired.

It is not easy for me to express my apprecia-
tion of the conduct of the troops during these
operations. General and Staff Officers, Com-
manding, Regimental and Departmental
Officers, rank and file and followers, British,
South African, Indian and African, all have
worked with a zeal and single-minded devotion
to duty that is beyond praise. Shortage of
transport necessitated the force' moving' on
light scale, and the majority of the troops had
no more than a waterproof sheet and a blanket
for three weeks on end. Rations at times un-
avoidably ran short. Long marches in the hot
sun and occasional drenching rains were calcu-
lated to try the most hardened compaigner.
Yet all these hardships were endured with un-
failing cheerfulness, and a chance of dealing a
blow at the enemy seemed to be the only re-
compense required.

A list of those officers, N.C.O.'s and men
whom I desire to bring to your Lordship's
special notice in connection with these opera-
tions will be forwarded at an early date.

I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordship's obedient servant,

J. C. SMUTJS,
Lieutenant-General.

Commander-in-:Chief, East African Force.
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