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labours many would have remained unidenti-
fied. It has answered several thousand en-
quiries from relatives and supplied them with
phobogra.phs Flowers and shrubs have been
planted in most of the cemeteries which are
sufficiently far removed from the firing line,
and all cemeteries which it is possible to work
in during the daytime are now being looked
after by non-commissioned officers and men- of
this unit.

17. The valuable nature of the work per-
formed by the officers of the Central Labora-
tory and the Chemical Advisers with the
Armies in investigations into the nature of the
gasses and other new substances used in hostile
attacks, and in devising and perfecting means
of protecting our troops against them, is de-
serving of recognition. The efforts of these
officers materially contributed to the failure of
the Germans in their attack of 19th December,
1915, as well as in the various gas attacks since
made.

18. The stream of additional personnel and
material arriving from England, and the move
of complete formations to and from the East
during the period under review, have thrown a
great deal of work on our Base Ports and on
the Advanced Base. The staff and personnel
at these stations have coped most ably with
the work of forwarding and equipping the
various units passing through their hands, and
I desire to bring their good work to notice.

19. The large increases made to our forces
have necessitated a great expansion in the re-
sources of our Lines of Communication, and I
have been greatly struck by the forethought
shown by the Administrative Services in ‘anti-
cipating the requirements of the Armies in the
Field and in the provision made to satisfy these
requirements.

The Base Ports have been developed to the
utmost possible extent, advanced Depbdts have
been provided, and communications have been
improved to ensure punctual distribution to the
troops.

Labour has been organised in order to de-
" velop local resources, especially in the matter
of timber for defences and hutting, and stone
for road maintenance, whereby considerable
reductions have been made possible in the
shipments from over sea.

Economy has attended the good methods
adopted, and the greatest credit is due to all
concerned for the results obtained.

20. I desire to acknowledge here the valuable
assistance rendered by the naval transport
officers on the Lines of Communication. They
have worked with and for the Army most un-
tiringly, efficiently, and with the utmost
harmony.

I also desire to acknowledge the indebted-
ness of the Army to the Royal Navy for their
unceasing and uniformly successful care in
securing the safety of our transport service on
the seas.

21. T wish to acknowledge the work done in
the reproduction of maps by the Ordnance
Survey Department. Over 90 per cent. of the
maps used in this country are reproduced and
printed in England by the Ordnance Survey,
and the satisfactory supply is largely due to the
foresight and initiative 'displayed by this De-
partment. I can now count on obtaining an
issue of as many as 10,000 copies of any map
within one week of sending it home for repro-
duction.

22. T have forwarded under a separate letter
the names of the Officers, Non-Commissioned
Officers and Men whom I wish to bring to notice
for gallant and distinguished service.

23. 1 cannot close this Despatch without
some reference to the work of my predecessor in
Command, Field-Marshal Viscount French.
The Field-Marshal, starting the war with our
small Expeditionary Force, faced an enemy far
superior in numbers and fully prepared for this
great campaign. During the long and anxious
time needed for the improvisation of the com-
paratively large force now serving in this
country, he overcame all difficulties, and before
laying down his responsibilities he had the
satisfaction of seeing the balance of advantage
swing steadily in our favour. Those who have
served under him appreciate the greatness of
his achievement.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,

D. HAIG, General,

Commander-in-Chief, The British Forcee in
France.
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