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MONDAY, 10 APBIL, 1916.

War Office,
London, S.W.,

10th April, 1916.

The following despatch has been received by
the Secretary of State for War from General
Sir C. C. Monro, K:C.B. : —

Headquarters,
1st Army,

France,
6th March, 1916.

MY LORD,—
I have the honour to submit herewith a brief

account of the operations in the Eastern Medit-
terranean from the 28th October, 1915, on
which date I assumed command of the Medi-
terranean Expeditionary Force, until the 9th
January, 1916, when in compliance with your
directions, I handed over charge at Cairo to
Lieut.-General Sir Archibald Murray, K.C.B.,
C.V.O., D.S.O.

On the 20th October in London, I received
your Lordship's instructions to proceed as soon
as possible to the near East and take over the
command of the Mediterranean Expeditionary
Force,

My duty on arrival was in broad outline: —
(a) To report on the military situation on

the Gallipoli Peninsula.
(i) To express an opinion whether on

purely military grounds the Peninsula should
be evacuated, or another attempt made to
carry it.

(c) The number of troops that would be
required,

(1) to carry the Peninsula,
(2) to keep the Straits open, and
(3) to take Constantinople.

Two days after my arrival at Imbros, where
the headquarters of the M.E.P. was estab-
lished, I proceeded to the Peninsula to investi-
gate the military situation. The impressions
I gathered are summarised very shortly as
follows: —

The positions occupied by our troops pre-
sented a military situation unique in history.
The mere fringe of the coast line had been
secured. The beaches and piers upon which
they depended for all requirements in person-
nel and material were expose^ to registered and
observed Artillery fire. Our entrenchments


