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THURSDAY, 6 JANUARY, 1916.

War Office,
6th January, 1916.

The following despatch, has been received
by the Secretary of State for War from G-eneral
Sir Ian Hamilton, G.C.B.

1, Hyde Park Gardens,
London, W.

llth December, 1915.
MY LORD,—

For the understanding of the operations
about to be described I must first set forth the
situation as it appeared to me early in July.

The three days' battle of the 6th-8th May
had shown that neither of my forces, northern
or southern, were strong enough to fight their
way to the Narrows. On the 10th of May I
had cabled asking that two fresh divisions might
be sent me to enable me to press on and so
prevent my attack degenerating into trench
warfare. On the 17th of May I again cabled,
saying that if we were going to be left to< face
Turkey on our own resources we should require
two Army Corps additional to my existing
forces at the Dardanelles. The 52nd (Low-

land) Division had been sent me, but between
their dates of despatch and arrival Russia had
given up the idea of co-operating from the
coast of the Black Sea. Thereby several
Turkish divisions were set free for the Darda-
nelles, and the battle of the 4th June, locally
successful as it was, found us just as weak,
relatively, as we had been a month earlier.

During June Your Lordship became per-
suaded of the bearing of these facts, and I was
promised three regular divisions plus the in-
fantry of two Territorial divisions. The ad-
vance guard of these troops was due to reach
Mudros by the 10th of July; by the 10th of
August their concentration was to be complete.

Eliminating the impracticable, I had
already narrowed down the methods of employ-
ing these fresh forces to one of the following
four:—

(a) Every man to be thrown on to the
southern sector of the Peninsula to force a
way forward to the Narrows.

(ft) Disembarkation on the Asiatic side of
the Straits, followed by a march on Chanak.

(c) A landing at Enos or Ebrije for the
purpose of seizing the neck of the isthmus at
Bulair.


