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sixty combats in the air, in which not one
British aeroplane has been lost. As these
fights take place almost invariably over or be-
hind the German lines, only one hostile aero-
plane has been brought down in our territory.
Five more, however, have been definitely
wrecked behind their own lines, and many
have been chased down and forced to land in
most unsuitable ground.

In spite of the opposition of hostile aircraft,
and the great number of anti-aircraft guns
employed by the enemy, air reconnaissance has
been carried out with regularity and accuracy.

I desire to bring to your Lordship's notice
the assistance given by the French Military
Authorities, and in particular by General
Hirschauer, Director of the French Aviation
Service, and his assistants, Colonel Bottieaux
and Colonel Stammler, in the supply of
aeronautical material, without which the effi-
ciency of the Bx>yal Flying Corps would have
been seriously impaired.

9. In this despatch I wish again to remark
upon the exceptionally good work done
throughout this campaign by the Army Ser-
vice Corps and by the Army Ordnance Depart-
ment, not only in the field, but also on the
Lines of Communication and at the Base Ports.

To foresee and meet ohe requirements in the
matter of Ammunition, Stores, Equipment,
Supplies: and Transport has" entailed on the
part of the officers, non-commissioned officers
and men of these Services a sustained effort
which has never been relaxed since the be-
ginning of the war, and which has been re-
warded by the most conspicuous success.

The close co-operation of the Eailway Trans-
port Department, whose excellent work, in com-
bination with the French Railway Staff, has
ensured the regularity of the maintenance ser-
vices, has greatly contributed to this success.

The degree of efficiency to which these Ser-
vices have been brought was well demonstrated
in the course of the Second Battle of Ypres.

The roads between Poperinghe and Ypres,
over which transport, supply and ammunition
columns had to pass, were continually searched
by hostile heavy artillery during the day and
night; whilst the passage of the canal through
the town of Ypres, and along the roads east of
that town, could only be effected under most
difficult and dangerous conditions as regards
hostile shell fire. Yet, throughout the whole-
five or six weeks during which these conditions
prevailed the work was carried on with perfect
order and efficiency.

10. Since the date of my last report some
Divisions of the " New " Army have arrived iu
this country.

I made a close inspection of one Division,
formed up on parade, and have at various
times seen several units belonging to others.

These Divisions have as yet had very little
experience in actual fighting; but, judging
from all I have seen, I am of opinion that they
ought to prove a valuable addition to any
fighting force.

As regards the Infantry, their physique is
excellent, whilst their bearing and appearance
on parade reflects great credit on the officers
and staffs responsible for their training. The

units appear to be thoroughly well officered and
commanded. The equipment is in good order
and efficient.

Several units of artillery have been tested in
the firing line behind the trenches, and I hear
very good reports of them. Their shooting, has
been extremely good, and they are quite fit to
take their places in the line.

The Pioneer Battalions have created a very
favourable impression, the officers being keen
and ingenious and the men of good physique
and good diggers. The equipment is suitable.
The training in field works has been good, but,
generally speaking, they require the assistance
of Regular Royal Engineers as regards laying
out of important works. Man for man in
digging the battalions should do practically
the same amount of work as an equivalent
number of sappers, and in rivetting, entangle-
ment, etc., a great deal more than the ordinary
infantry battalions.

11. During the months of April and May
several divisions of the Territorial Force joined
the Army under my command.

Experience has shown that these troops have
now reached a standard of efficiency which
enables them to be usefully employed in com-
plete divisional units.

Several divisions have been so employed;
some in the trenches, others in the various
offensive and defensive operations! reported in
this despatch.

In whatever kind of work these units have
been engaged, they have all borne an active
and distinguished part, and have proved them-
selves thoroughly reliable and efficient.

The opinion I have expressed in former
despatches as to the use and value of the Terri-
torial Force has been fully justified by recenb
events.

12. The Prime Minister was kind enough to
accept an invitation from me to visit the Army
in France, and arrived at my Headquarters on
the 30th May.

Mr. Asquith made an exhaustive tour of the
front, the hospitals and all the administrative
arrangements made by Corps Commanders for
the health and comfort of men behind thft
trenches.

It was a great encouragement to all ranks
to see the Prime Minister amongst them; and
the eloquent words which on several occasions
he addressed to the troops had a most powerful
and beneficial effect.

As I was desirous that the French Com-
mander-in-Chief should see something of the
British troops, I asked General Joffre to be
kind enough to inspect a division on parade.

The General accepted my invitation, and on
.the 27th May he inspected the 7th Division,
under the command of Major-General H. de la
P. Gough, C.B., which was resting behind the
trenches.

General Joffre subsequently expressed to mo
in a letter the pleasure it gave him to see the
British troops, and his appreciation of their
appearance on parade. He requested me to
make this known to ,all ranks.


