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had to fight hard to maintain their positions.
On the following day, however, the line was
consolidated, joining the right of the French at
the same place as before, and passing through
Wieltje (which was strongly fortified) in a
southerly direction on to Hooge, where the
Cavalry have since strongly occupied the
chateau, and pushed our line further east.

5. In pursuance of a promise which I made
to the French Commander-in-Chief to support
an attack which his troops were making on the
9th May between the right of my line and
Arras, I directed Sir Douglas Haig to carry out
on that date an attack on the German trenches
in the neighbourhood of Rougebanc (north-
west of Fromelles) by the 4th Corps, and
between Neuve Chapelle and Givenchy, by the
1st and Indian Corps.

The bombardment of the enemy's positions
commenced at 5 a.m.

Half-an-hour later the 8th Division of the
4th Corps captured the first line of German
trenches about Rougebanc, and some detach-
ments seized a few localities beyond this line.
It was soon found, however, that the position
was much stronger than had been anticipated,
and that a more extensive artillery preparation
was necessary to crush the resistance offered by
his numerous fortified posts.

Throughout the 9th and 10th repeated efforts
were made to make further progress. Not only
was this found to be impossible, but the vio-
lence of the enemy's machine-gun fire from his
posts on the flanks rendered the captured
trenches so difficult to hold that all the units
of the 4th Corps had to retire to their original
position by the morning of the 10th.

The 1st and Indian Divisions south of Neuve
Chapelle met with no greater success, and on
the evening of the 10th I sanctioned Sir
Douglas Haig's proposal to concentrate all our
available resources on the southern point of
attack.

The 7th Division was moved round from the
4th Corps area to support this attack, and I
directed the General Officer Commanding the
First Army to delay it long enough to ensure
a powerful and deliberate artillery prepara-
tion.

The operations of the 9th and 10th formed
part of a general plan of attack which the
Allies were conjointly conducting on a line
extending from the north of Arras to the south
of Armentieres; and, although immediate pro-
gress was not made during this time by the
British forces, their attack assisted in securing
the brilliant successes attained by the French
forces on their right, not only by holding the
enemy in their front but by drawing off a part
of the German reinforcements which were
coming up to support their forces east of Arras.

It was decided that the attack should be
resumed on the night of the 12th instant, but
the weather continued very dull and misty,
interfering much with artillery observation.
Orders were finally issued, therefore, for the
action to commence on the night of the 15th
instant.

On the 15th, May I moved the Canadian
Division into the 1st Corps area and placed
them at the disposal of Sir Douglas Haig.

The infantry of the Indian Corps and the
2nd Division of the 1st Corps advanced to the

attack of the enemy's trenches which extended
from Richebourg L'Avoue in a south-westerly
direction.

Before daybreak the 2nd Division had suc-
ceeded in capturing two lines of the enemy's
trenches, but the Indian Corps were unable to
make any progress owing to the strength of the
enemy's defences in the neighbourhood of
Richebourg L'Avoue.

At daybreak the 7th Division, on the right of
the 2nd, advanced to the attack, and by 7 a.m.
had entrenched themselves on a line running
nearly North and South, half-way between
their original trenches and La Quinque Rue,
having cleared and captured several lines of the
enemy's trenches, including a number of forti-
fied posts.

As it was found impossible for the Indian
Corps to make any progress in face of the
enemy's defences Sir Douglas Haig directed
the attack to be suspended at this point and
ordered the Indian Corps to form a defensive
flank.

The remainder of the day was spent in secur-
ing and consolidating positions which had been
won, and endeavouring to unite the inner
flanks of the 7th and 2nd Divisions, which were
separated by trenches and posts strongly held
by the enemy.

Various attempts which were made through-
out the day to secure this object had not suc-
ceeded at nightfall in driving the" enemy back.

The German communications leading to the
rear of their positions were systematically
shelled throughout the night.

About two hundred prisoners were captured
on the 16th instant.

Fighting was resumed at daybreak; and by
11 o'clock the 7th Division had made oa con-
siderable advance, capturing several more of
the enemy's trenches. The task allotted to
this Division was to push on in the direction of
Rue D'Ouvert, Chateau St. Roch and C'ante-
leux.

The 2nd Division was directed to push 011
when the situation permitted towards the Rue
de Marais and Violaines.

The Indian Division was ordered to extend
its front far enough to enable it to keep touch
with the left of the 2nd Division when they
advanced.

On this day I gave orders for the 51st (High-
land) Division to move into the neighbourhood
of Estaires to be ready to support the opera-
tions of the First Army.

At about noon the enemy was driven out of
the trenches and, posts which he occupied
between the two Divisions, the inner flanks
of which were thus enabled to join hands.

By nightfall the 2nd and 7th Divisions had
made good progress, the area of captured
ground being considerably extended to the
right by the successful operations of the latter.

The state of the weather on the morning 'of
the 18th much hindered an effective artillery
bombardment, and further attacks had, conse-
quently, to be postponed.

Infantry attacks, were made throughout the
line in the course of the afternoon and evening;
but, although not very much progress was
made, the line was advanced to the La Quinque
Rue-Bethune Road before nightfall.


