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method of making war reached the pitch of
efficiency which has been demonstrated in its
practice shows that the Germans must have
harboured these designs for a long time. -

As a soldier I cannot help expressing the
deepest regret and some surprise that an Army
which hitherto has claimed to be the chief
exponent of the chivalry of war should have
stooped to employ such devices against brave
and gallant foes.

3. On the night of Saturday, April 17th, a
commanding hill which afforded the enemy
excellent artillery observation toward the West
and North-West was successfully mined and
captured.

This hill, known as Hill 60, lies opposite the
northern extremity of the line held by the
2nd Corps.

The operation was planned and the mining
commenced by Major-General Bulfin before
the ground was handed over to the troops
under Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Fer-
gusson, under whose supervision the operation
was carried out.

The mines were successfully fired at 7 p.m.
on the 17th instant, and immediately after-
wards the hill was attacked and gained, with-
out difficulty, by the 1st Battalion, Eoyal West
Kent Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion, King's
Own Scottish Borderers. The attack was well
supported by the Divisional Artillery, assisted
by French and Belgian batteries.

During the night several of the enemy's
counter-attacks were repulsed with heavy loss,
and fierce hand-to-hand fighting took place;
but on the early morning of the 18th the enemy
succeeded in forcing back the troops holding
tlhe right of the hill to the reverse slope, where,
however, they hung on throughout the day.

On the evening of the 18th these two bat-
talions were relieved by the 2nd Battalion,
West Riding Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion,
King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, who
again stormed the hill under cover of heavy
artillery fire, and the enemy was driven off at
the point of the bayonet.

In this operation fifty-three prisoners were
captured, including four officers.

On the 20th and following days many un-
successful attacks by the enemy were made on
Hill 60, which was continuously shelled by
heavy artillery.

On May 1st another attempt to recapture
Hill 60 was supported by great volumes of
asphyxiating gas, which caused nearly all the
men along a front of about 400 yards to be
immediately struck down by its fumes.

The splendid courage with which the leaders
rallied their men and subdued the natural
tendency to panic (which is inevitable on such
occasions), combined with the prompt inter-
vention of supports, once more drove the
enemy back.

A second and more severe " gas " attack,
under much more favourable weather con-
ditions, enabled the enemy to recapture this
position on May 5th.

The enemy owes his success in this last
attack entirely to the use of asphyxiating gas.
It was only a few days later that the means,
which have since proved so effective, of counter-
Acting this method, of making war were put

into practice. Had it been otherwise, the
enemy's attack on May 5th would most cer-
tainly have shared the fate of all the many
previous attempts he had made.

4. It was at the commencement of the
Second Battle of Ypres on the evening of the
22nd April, referred to in paragraph 1 of this
report, that the enemy first made use of
asphyxiating gas.

Some days previously I had complied with
General Joffre's request to take over the
trenches occupied by the French, and on the
evening of the 22nd the troops holding the
lines east of Ypres were posted as follows: —

From Steenstraate to the east of Lange-
marck, as far as the Poelcappelle Road, a
French Division.

Thence, in a south-easterly direction
toward the Passchendaele-Becelaere Road,
the Canadian Division.

Thence a Division took up the line in a
southerly direction east of Zonnebeke to a
point west of Becelaere, whence another
Division continued the line south-east to the
northern limit of the Corps on its right.

Of the 5th Corps there were four battalions
in Divisional Reserve about Ypres; the Cana-
dian Division had one battalion in Divisional
Reserve and the 1st Canadian Brigade in Army
Reserve. An Infantry Brigade, which had
just been withdrawn after suffering heavy
losses on Hill 60, was resting about Vlamer-
tinghe.

Following a heavy bombardment, the enemy
attacked the French Division at about
5 p.m., using asphyxiating gases for the first
time. Aircraft reported that at about 5 p.m.
thick yellow smoke had been seen issuing from
the German trenches between Langemarck and
Bixschoote. The French reported that two
simultaneous attacks had been made east of the
Ypres-Staden Railway, in which these
asphyxiating gases had been employed.

What follows almost defies description.
The effect of these poisonous gases was so
virulent as to render the whole of the line held
by the French Division mentioned above prac-
tically incapable of any action at all. It was
at first impossible for anyone to realise what
had actually happened. The smoke and fumes
hid everything from sight, and hundreds of
men were thrown into a comatose or dying con-
dition, and within an hour the whole position
had to be abandoned, together with about 50
guns.

I wish particularly to repudiate any idea of
attaching the least blame to the French
Division for this unfortunate incident."

After all the examples our gallant Allies
have shown of dogged and tenacious courage
in the many trying situations in which they
have been placed throughout the course of this
campaign it is quite superfluous for me to dwell
on this aspect of the incident, and I would only
express my firm conviction that, if any troops
in the world had been able to hold their
trenches in the face of such a treacherous and
altogether unexpected onslaught, the French
Division would have stood firm.

The left flank of the Canadian Division was
thus left dangerously exposed to serious attack
in flank, an,d there, appeared^ to Ije a, prospect of


