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SATURDAY, 10 JULY, 1915

From the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-
Chief, The British Army in France.

To the Secretary of State for War, War Office,
London, S.W.

General Headquarters,
15th June, 1915.

MY LORD,—

I have the honour to report that since the
date of my last) despatch (5th April, 1915) the
Army in France under my command has been
heavily engaged opposite both flanks of the line
held by the British Forces.

1. In the North the town and district of
Ypres have once more in this campaign been
successfully defended against vigorous and sus-
tained attacks made by large forces of the
enemy, and supported by a mass of heavy and
field artillery, which, not only in number, but
also in weight and calibre, is superior to any
concentration of guns which has previously
assailed that part of the line.

In the South a vigorous offensive has again
been taken by troops of the First Army, in the
course of which a large area of entrenched and
fortified ground has been captured from the
enemy, whilst valuable support has been
afforded to the attack which our Allies have

carried on with such marked success against
the enemy's positions to the east of Arras and
Lens.

2. I much regret that during the period
under report the fighting has been characterised
on the enemy's side by a cynical and barbarous
disregard of the well-known usages of civilised
war and a flagrant defiance of the Hague
Convention.

All the scientific resources of Germany have
apparently been brought into play to produce
a gas of so virulent and poisonous a nature that
any human being brought into contact with it
is first paralysed and then meets with a
lingering and agonising death.

The enemy has invariably preceded, prepared
and supported his attacks by a discharge in
stupendous volume of these poisonous gas
fumes whenever the wind was favourable.

Such weather conditions have only prevailed
to any extent in the neighbourhood of Ypres,
and there can be no doubt that the effect of
these poisonous fumes materially influenced
the operations in that theatre, until experience
suggested .effective counter-measures, which
have since been so perfected as to render them-
innocuous.

The braiii power and thought which has
evidently been at work before this unworthy
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method of making war reached the pitch of
efficiency which has been demonstrated in its
practice shows that the Germans must have
harboured these designs for a long time. -

As a soldier I cannot help expressing the
deepest regret and some surprise that an Army
which hitherto has claimed to be the chief
exponent of the chivalry of war should have
stooped to employ such devices against brave
and gallant foes.

3. On the night of Saturday, April 17th, a
commanding hill which afforded the enemy
excellent artillery observation toward the West
and North-West was successfully mined and
captured.

This hill, known as Hill 60, lies opposite the
northern extremity of the line held by the
2nd Corps.

The operation was planned and the mining
commenced by Major-General Bulfin before
the ground was handed over to the troops
under Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Fer-
gusson, under whose supervision the operation
was carried out.

The mines were successfully fired at 7 p.m.
on the 17th instant, and immediately after-
wards the hill was attacked and gained, with-
out difficulty, by the 1st Battalion, Eoyal West
Kent Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion, King's
Own Scottish Borderers. The attack was well
supported by the Divisional Artillery, assisted
by French and Belgian batteries.

During the night several of the enemy's
counter-attacks were repulsed with heavy loss,
and fierce hand-to-hand fighting took place;
but on the early morning of the 18th the enemy
succeeded in forcing back the troops holding
tlhe right of the hill to the reverse slope, where,
however, they hung on throughout the day.

On the evening of the 18th these two bat-
talions were relieved by the 2nd Battalion,
West Riding Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion,
King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, who
again stormed the hill under cover of heavy
artillery fire, and the enemy was driven off at
the point of the bayonet.

In this operation fifty-three prisoners were
captured, including four officers.

On the 20th and following days many un-
successful attacks by the enemy were made on
Hill 60, which was continuously shelled by
heavy artillery.

On May 1st another attempt to recapture
Hill 60 was supported by great volumes of
asphyxiating gas, which caused nearly all the
men along a front of about 400 yards to be
immediately struck down by its fumes.

The splendid courage with which the leaders
rallied their men and subdued the natural
tendency to panic (which is inevitable on such
occasions), combined with the prompt inter-
vention of supports, once more drove the
enemy back.

A second and more severe " gas " attack,
under much more favourable weather con-
ditions, enabled the enemy to recapture this
position on May 5th.

The enemy owes his success in this last
attack entirely to the use of asphyxiating gas.
It was only a few days later that the means,
which have since proved so effective, of counter-
Acting this method, of making war were put

into practice. Had it been otherwise, the
enemy's attack on May 5th would most cer-
tainly have shared the fate of all the many
previous attempts he had made.

4. It was at the commencement of the
Second Battle of Ypres on the evening of the
22nd April, referred to in paragraph 1 of this
report, that the enemy first made use of
asphyxiating gas.

Some days previously I had complied with
General Joffre's request to take over the
trenches occupied by the French, and on the
evening of the 22nd the troops holding the
lines east of Ypres were posted as follows: —

From Steenstraate to the east of Lange-
marck, as far as the Poelcappelle Road, a
French Division.

Thence, in a south-easterly direction
toward the Passchendaele-Becelaere Road,
the Canadian Division.

Thence a Division took up the line in a
southerly direction east of Zonnebeke to a
point west of Becelaere, whence another
Division continued the line south-east to the
northern limit of the Corps on its right.

Of the 5th Corps there were four battalions
in Divisional Reserve about Ypres; the Cana-
dian Division had one battalion in Divisional
Reserve and the 1st Canadian Brigade in Army
Reserve. An Infantry Brigade, which had
just been withdrawn after suffering heavy
losses on Hill 60, was resting about Vlamer-
tinghe.

Following a heavy bombardment, the enemy
attacked the French Division at about
5 p.m., using asphyxiating gases for the first
time. Aircraft reported that at about 5 p.m.
thick yellow smoke had been seen issuing from
the German trenches between Langemarck and
Bixschoote. The French reported that two
simultaneous attacks had been made east of the
Ypres-Staden Railway, in which these
asphyxiating gases had been employed.

What follows almost defies description.
The effect of these poisonous gases was so
virulent as to render the whole of the line held
by the French Division mentioned above prac-
tically incapable of any action at all. It was
at first impossible for anyone to realise what
had actually happened. The smoke and fumes
hid everything from sight, and hundreds of
men were thrown into a comatose or dying con-
dition, and within an hour the whole position
had to be abandoned, together with about 50
guns.

I wish particularly to repudiate any idea of
attaching the least blame to the French
Division for this unfortunate incident."

After all the examples our gallant Allies
have shown of dogged and tenacious courage
in the many trying situations in which they
have been placed throughout the course of this
campaign it is quite superfluous for me to dwell
on this aspect of the incident, and I would only
express my firm conviction that, if any troops
in the world had been able to hold their
trenches in the face of such a treacherous and
altogether unexpected onslaught, the French
Division would have stood firm.

The left flank of the Canadian Division was
thus left dangerously exposed to serious attack
in flank, an,d there, appeared^ to Ije a, prospect of
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their being overwhelmed and of a successful
attempt by the Germans to cufc off the British
troops occupying the salient to the East.

In spite of the danger to which they were
exposed the Canadians held their ground with
a magnificent display of tenacity and courage;
and it is not too much to say that the bearing
and conduct of these splendid troops averted a
disaster which might have been attended with
the most serious consequences.

They were supported with great promptitude
by the reserves of the Divisions holding the
salient and by a Brigade which had been
resting in billets.

Throughout the night the enemy's attacks
were repulsed, effective counter-attacks were
delivered, and at length touch was gained with
the French right, and a new line was formed.

The 2nd London Heavy Battery, which had
been attached to the Canadian Division, was
posted behind the right of the French
Division, and, being involved in their retreat,
fell into the enemy's hands. It was recaptured
by the Canadians in their counter-attack, but
the guns could not be withdrawn before the
Canadians were again driven back.

During the night I directed the Cavalry
Corps and the Northumbrian Division, which
was then in general reserve, to move to the
west of Ypres, and placed these troops at the
disposal of the General Officer Commanding the
Second Army. I also directed other reserve
troops from the 3rd Corps and the First Army
to be held in readiness to meet eventualities.

In the confusion of the gas and smoke the
Germans succeeded in capturing the bridge at
Steenstraate and some works south of Lizerne,
all of which were in occupation by the French.

The enemy having thus established himself
to the west of the Ypres Canal, I was some-
what apprehensive) of his succeeding in driving
a wedge between the French and Belgian troops
at tthis point. I directed, therefore, that some
of the reinforcements sent north should be used
to support and assist General Putz, should he
find difficulty in preventing any further ad-
vance ofi the Germans west of the canal.

At about 10 o'clock on the morning of the
23rd connection was finally ensured between
the left of the Canadian Division and the
French right, about eight hundred yards east
of the canal; but as this entailed the mainten-
ance by the British troops of a much longer
line than that which they had held before the
attack commenced on the previous night, there
were no reserves available for counter-attack
until reinforcements, which were ordered up
from the Second Army, were able to deploy to
the east of Ypres.

Early on the morning of the 23rd I went.to
see General Foch, and from him I received a
detailed account of what had happened, as
reported by General Putz. General Foch in-
formed me that it was his intention to make
good the original line and regain the1 trenches
which the French Division had lost. He
expressed the desire that I should maintain
my present line, assuring me that the original
position would be re-established in a few days.
General Foch further informed me that he had
ordered up large French reinforcements,
which were now on their way, and that troops
from the North had already arrived to rein-
force General Putz.

I fully concurred in the wisdom of the
General's wish to re-establish our old line, and
agreed to co-operate in the way he desired,
stipulating, however, that if the position was
not re-established within a limited time I
could not allow the British troops to remain in
so exposed a situation as that which the action
of the previous twenty-four hours had com-
pelled them to occupy.

During the whole of the 23rd the enemy's
artillery was very active, and his attacks all
along the front were supported by some heavy
guns which had been brought down from the
coast in the neighbourhood of Ostend.

The loss of the guns on the night of the 22nd
prevented this fire from being kept down, and
much aggravated the situation. Our positions,
however, were well maintained by the vigorous
counter-attacks made by the 5th Corps.

During the day I directed two Brigades of
the 3rd Corps, and the Lahore Division of the
Indian Corps, to be moved up to the Ypres
area and placed at the disposal of the Second
Army.

In the course of these two or three days
many circumstances combined to render the
situation east of the Ypres Canal very critical
and most difficult to deal with.

The confusion caused by the sudden retire-
ment of the French Division, and the neces-
sity for closing up the gap and checking
the enemy's advance at all costs, led to a mix-
ing up of units and a sudden shifting of the
areas of command, which was quite unavoid-
able. Fresh units, as they came up from the
South, had to be pushed into the firing line in
an area swept by artillery fire which, owing to
the capture of the French guns, we were unable
to keep down.

All this led to very heavy casualties; and I
wish to place on record the deep admiration
which I feel for the resource and presence of
mind evinced by the leaders actually on the
spot.

The parts taken by Major-General Snow
and Brigadier-General Hull were reported to
me as being particularly marked in this
respect.

An instance of this occurred on the after-
noon of the 24th when the enemy succeeded in
breaking through the line at St. Julien.

Brigadier-General Hull, acting under the
orders of Lieutenant-General Alderson,
organised a powerful counter attack with his
own Brigade and some of the nearest available
units. He was called upon to control, with
only his Brigade Staff, parts of battalions from
six separate divisions which were quite new to
the ground. Although the attack did not suc-
ceed in retaking St. Julien, it effectually
checked the enemy's further advance.

It was only on the morning of the 25th that
the enemy were able to force back the left of
the Canadian Division from the point where it
had originally joined the French line.

During the night, and the early morning of
the 25th, the enemy directed a heavy attack
against the Division at Broodseinde cross-
roads which was supported by a powerful shell
fire, but he failed to make any progress.

During the whole of this time the town of
Ypres and all the roads to the East and West
were uninterruptedly subjected to a violent
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artillery fire, but in spite of this the supply of
both food and ammunition was maintained
throughout with order and efficiency.

During the afternoon of the 25th many
German prisoners were taken, including some
officers. The hand-to-hand fighting was very
severe, and the enemy suffered heavy loss.

During the 26th the Lahore Division and
a Cavalry Division were pushed up into the
fighting line, the former on the right of the
French, the latter in support of the 5th Corps.

In the afternoon the Lahore Division, in
conjunction with the French right, succeeded
in pushing the enemy back some little distance
toward the North, but their further advance
was stopped owing to the continual employ-
ment by the enemy of asphyxiating gas.

On the right of the Lahore Division the
Northumberland Infantry Brigade advanced
against St. Julien and actually succeeded in
entering, and for a time occupying, the
southern portion of that village. They were,
however, eventually driven back, largely owing
to gas, and finally occupied a line a short way
to the South. This, attack was most success-
fully and gallantly led by Brigadier-General
Biddell, who, I regret to say, was killed during
the progress of the operation.

Although no attack was made on the south-
eastern side of the salient, the troops operating
to the east of Ypres were subjected to heavy
artillery fire from this1 direction which took
some of the battalions, which were advancing
North to the attack, in reverse.

Some gallant attempts made by the Lahore
Division on the 27th, in conjunction with the
French, pushed the enemy further North; but
they were partially frustrated by the constant
fumes of gas to which they were exposed. In
spite of this, however, a certain amount of
ground was gained.

The French had succeeded in retaking
Lizerne, and had made some progress at Steen-
straate and Het Sas; but up to the evening of
the 28th no further progress had been made
toward the recapture of the original line.

I sent instructions, therefore, to Sir Herbert
Plumer, who was now in charge of the opera-
tion, to take preliminary measures for the re-
tirement to the new line which had been fixed
upon.

On the morning of the 29th I had another
interview with General Foch, who informed me
that strong reinforcements were hourly arriv-
ing to support General Putz, and urged me to
postpone issuing orders for any retirement
until the result of his attack, which was timed
to commence at daybreak on the 30th, should
be known. To this I agreed, and instructed
Sir Herbert Plumer accordingly.

No substantial advance having been made by
the French, I issued orders to Sir Herbert
Plumer at one o'clock on May 1st to commence
his withdrawal to the new line.

The retirement was commenced the follow-
ing night, and the new line was occupied on
the morning of May 4th.

I am of opinion that this retirement, carried
out deliberately with scarcely any loss, and in
the face of an enemy in position, reflects the
greatest possible credit on Sir Herbert Plumer
and those who so efficiently carried out his
orders.

The successful conduct of this operation was
the more remarkable^From the fact that on the
evening of May 2nd, when it was only half
completed, the enemy made a heavy attack,
with the usual gas accompaniment, on St.
Julien and the line to the west of it.

An attack on a line to the east of Fortuin
was made at the same time under similar con-
ditions.

In both cases our troops were at first driven
from their trenches by gas fumes, but on the
arrival of the supporting battalions and two
brigades of a Cavalry Division, which were sent
up in support from about Potijze, all the lost
trenches were regained at night.

On the 3rd May, while the retirement was
still going on, another violent attack was
directed on the northern face of the salient.
This was also driven back with heavy loss to
the enemy.

Further attempts of the enemy during the
night of the 3rd to advance from the woods
west of St. Julien were frustrated entirely by
the fire of our artillery.

During the whole of the 4th the enemy
heavily shelled the trenches we had evacuated,
quite unaware that they were no longer occu-
pied. So soon as the retirement was discovered
the Germans commenced to entrench opposite
our new line and to advance their guns to new
positions. Our artillery, assisted by aero-
planes, caused him considerable loss in carry-
ing out these operations.

Up to the morning of the 8th the enemy
made attacks at short intervals, covered by
gas, on all parts of the line to the east of
Ypres, but was everywhere driven back with
heavy loss.

Throughout the whole period since the first
break of the line on the night of April 22nd all
the troops in this area had been constantly
subjected to violent artillery bombardment
from a large mass of guns with an unlimited
supply of ammunition. It proved impossible
whilst under so vastly superior fire of artillery
to dig efficient trenches, or to properly re-
organise the line, after the confusion and de-
moralisation caused by the first great gas sur-
prise and the subsequent almost daily gas
attacks. Nor was it until after this date (May
8th) that effective preventatives had been de-
vised and provided. In these circumstances a
violent bombardment of nearly the whole of
the 5th Corps front broke out at 7 a.m. on
the morning of the 8th, which gradually con-
centrated on the front of the Division between
north and south of Frezenberg. This fire
completely obliterated the trenches and caused
enormous losses.

The artillery bombardment was shortly fol-
lowed by a heavy infantry attack, before which
our line had to give way.

I relate what happened in Sir Herbert
PlumerJs own words: —

" The right of one Brigade was broken
about 10.15 a.m.; then its centre, and then
part of the left of the Brigade in the next
section to the south. The Princess Patricia's
Canadian Light Infantry, however, although
suffering very heavily, stuck to their fire or
support trenches throughout the day. At .this
time tw o battalions were moved to General
Headquarters 2nd line astride the Menin road
to support and cover the left of their Division.
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"•At 12.25 p.m. the centre of a Brigade
further.to the left also broke; its right batta-
lion, however, the 1st Suffolks, which had been
rjei'used to cover a gap, still held on and were
apparently surrounded and overwhelmed.
Meanwhile, three more battalions had been '
moved up to reinforce, two other battalions
were moved up in support to General Head-
quarters line, and an Infantry Brigade came }
up to the grounds of Vlamertinghe Chateau in
Corps Reserve.

" At 11.30 a.m. a small party of Germans
attempted to advance against the left of the
lir.itish line, but were destroyed by the 2nd
Essex Regiment.' •

" A. counter attack was launched at 3.30
p.m. by the 1st York and Lancaster Regiment,
3rd Middlesex Regiment, 2nd East Surrey
Regiment, 2nd Royal Dublin1 Fusiliers and the
Isb Royal Warwickshire Regiment. The
counter attack readied Frezenberg, but
was eventually driven back and held up
on a line running about north and south
through Verlorenhoek, despite repeated efforts
to advance. The 12th London Regiment on
the- left succeeded at great cost in reaching
the original trench line, and did considerable
execution with their machine gun.

"The 7th 'Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers and the 1st East Lancashire Regiment
attacked in a north-easterly direction towards
Wieltje, and .connected the old trench line with
the ground gained by .the counter-attack, the
line being consolidated during the night.

'' During the night orders were received that ,
two Cavalry Divisions would be .moved up and
placed at the disposal of the 5th Corps, and a
Territorial Division would be moved up to be
used if required.

" On the 9th the Germans again repeated
their bombardment. Very heavy shell fire was
concentrated for two hours on the trenches of
the 2nd Gloucestershire Regiment and 2nd
Cameron Highlanders, followed by an infantry
attack which was successfully repulsed. The
Germans again bombarded the salient, and a
further attack in the afternoon succeeded in
occupying 150 yards of trench. The Gloucesters
counter-attacked, but suffered heavily, and the j
attack failed. The salient being very exposed
to ahell fire from both flanks, as well as in
front, it was deemed advisable not to attempt
to .retake the trench at night, and a retrench-
ment was therefore dug across it.

"At 3 p.m. the enemy started to shell the
whole front of the centre Division, and it was
reported that the right Brigade of this Division
was being- heavily punished, but continued to
maintain its line.
• " The.trenches of the Brigades on the left
centre were also heavily shelled during the day
and attacked by infantry. Both attacks were
impulsed.

'' On the 1 Oth instant the trenches on either
side.of the Menin-Ypres Road were shelled
very severely all the morning. The 2nd
Cameron Highlanders, 9th Royal Scots, and
the 3rd and 4th King's Royal Rifles, however,
repulsed an attack made, under cover of gas, 0
with heavy loss. Finally, when the trenches
had been practically destroyed and a large
number of the garrison buried, the 3rd King's
Royal Rifles and 4th Rifle Brigade fell back
to the trenches immediately west of

Bellewaarde Wood. So heavy had been the
shell fire that the proposal to join up the
line with a switch through the wood had to be
abandoned, the trees broken by the shells
forming an impassable entanglement.

" After a comparatively quiet night and
morning (lOth-llth) the hostile artillery fire
was concentrated on the trenches of the 2nd
Cameron Highlanders and 1st Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders at a slightly more
northern point than on the previous day.
The Germans attacked in force and
gained a footing in part of the trenches,
but were promptly ejected by a supporting
company of the 9th Royal Scots. After a
second short artillery bombardment the
Germans again attacked about 4.15 p.m., but
were again repulsed by rifle and machine-gun
fire. A third bombardment followed, and this
time the Germans succeeded in gaining a
trench—or rather what was left of it—a local
counter-attack failing. However, during the
night the enemy were again driven out. The
trench by this time being practically non-

- existent, the garrison found it untenable under
the very heavy shell fire the enemy brought to
bear upon it, and the trench .was evacuated.
Twice more did the German snipers creep back
into it, and twice more they were ejected.
Finally, a retrenchment was made,, cutting off
the salient which had been contested through-
out the day. It was won owing" solely to :the
superior weight and number of the enemy's
guns, but both our infantry and our artillery
took a very heavy toll of the enemy, and the
ground lost has proved of little use. to the
enemy.

1 ' On the remainder of the front' the day
passed comparatively quietly,' though mo'St
parts of the line underwent intermittent shell-
ing by gun's of various calibres."" ' •

" With" the assistance of the Royal Flying
Corps the 31st Heavy Battery scored a direct
hit on a German gun, and the North Midland
Heavy Battery got on to some German
howitzers with great success.

"With the exception of another very heavy
burst of shell fire against the right Division
early in the morning, the 12th passed
uneventfully.

" On the night of the 12th-13th the line was
re-organised, the centre Division retiring into
Army Reserve to rest, and their places being
taken in the trenches by the two Cavalry Divi-
sions ; the Artillery and Engineers of the centre
Division forming with them what was known
as the ' Cavalry Force ' under the command
of General De Lisle.

" On the ]3th the various reliefs having been
completed without incident, the heaviest bom-
bardment yet experienced broke out at 4.30
a.m., and continued with little intermission
throughout the day. At about 7.45 .a.m.
the Cavalry Brigade astride the railway,
having suffered very severely,- and their
trenches having been obliterated, fell back
about 800 yards. The North Somerset
Yeomanry on the right of the Brigade;,
although also suffering severely, hung on to
bheir trenches • throughout the day, and.
actually advanced and attacked the enemy
with the bayonet. The Brigade on its right
also maintained its position; as did also the
Cavalry Division, except the left squadron
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which, wljen reduced to sixteen men, fell back.
The 2nd Essex Regiment, realising the situa-
tion, promptly charged and retook the trench,
holding it till relieved by the Cavalry. Mean-
while a counter-attack by two Cavalry Brigades
was launched at 2.30 p.m., and succeeded/
in spite of very heavy shrapnel and rifle fire,
in regaining the original line of trenches, turn-
ing out the Germans who had entered it, and
in some cases pursuing them for some distance.
But a very heavy shell fire was again opened on
them, and .they were again compelled to retire
to an irregular line in rear, principally the
craters of shell holes. The enemy in their
counter-attack suffered very severe losses.

" The fighting in other parts of the line was
little less severe. The 1st East Lancashire
Regiment were shelled out of their trenches,
but their support company and the 2nd
Essex Regiment, again acting on theii
own initiative, won them back. The enemy
penetrated into the farm at the north-east
corner of the line, but the 1st Rifle Brigade,
after a severe struggle, expelled them. The
1st Hampshire Regiment also repelled an-
attack, and killed every German who'got within
fifty yards of their trenches. The 5th London
Regiment, despite very heavy casualties, main-
tained their position unfalteringly. At the
southern end of the line the left Brigade
was once again heavily shelled, as in-
deed was the whole front. At the end
of a very hard day's fighting our line re-
mained in its former position, with the
exception of the short distance lost by one
Cavalry Division. Later, the line was pushed
forward, and a new line was dug in a less ex-
posed position, slightly in rear of that origin-
ally held. The night passed quietly.
. " Working parties of from 1,200 to 1,800
men have been found every night by a
Territorial Division and other unite for
work on rear lines of defence, in addition to
the work performed by the garrisons in recon-
structing the front line trenches which were,
daily destroyed by shell fire.

" The work performed by the Royal Flying
Corps has been invaluable. Apart from the
hostile aeroplanes actually destroyed, our air-
men have prevented a great deal of aerial
reconnaissance by the enemy, and. have regis-
tered a large number of targets with our
artillery.

" There have been many cases of individual
gallantry. As instances may be given the
following: —

" During one of the heavy attacks made
against our infantry gas was seen rolling for-
ward from the enemy's trenches. Private
Lynn of the 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers at once
rushed to the machine gun without waiting to
adjust his respirator. Single-handed he kept
his gun in action the whole time the gas was
rolling over, actually hoisting it on the parapet
to get a better field of fire. Although nearly
suffocated by the gas, he poured a stream of
lead into the advancing enemy and checked
their attack. He was carried to his dug-out,
but, hearing another attack was imminent, he
tried to get back to his gun. Twenty-four
hours later he died in great agony from the
effects of the gas.

" A young subaltern in a cavalry regiment
went forward alone one afternoon to recon-
noitre. He got into a wood, 1,200 yards in

front of our lines, which he found occupied by
Germans, and came back with the information
that the enemy had evacuated a trench and
were digging another—information which
proved most valuable to the artillery as well
as to his own unit.

" A patrol of two o.fficers and a non-com-
missioned officer of the 1st Cambridgeshires
went out one night to reconnoitre a German
trench 350 yards away. Creeping along the
parapet of the trench, they heard sounds in-
dicating the presence of six or seven of the
enemy. Further on they heard deep snores,
apparently proceeding from a dug-out imme-
diately beneath them. Although they knew
that the garrison of the trench outnumbered
them, they decided to procure an identification.
Unfortunately, in pulling out a clasp knife
with which to cut off the sleeper's identity disc,
one of the officer's revolvers went off. A con-
versation in agitated whispers broke out in
the German trench, but the patrol crept safely
away, the garrison being too startled to fire.

" Despite the very severe shelling to which
the troops had been subjected, which obliter-
ated trenches and caused very many casualties,
the spirit of all ranks remains excellent. The
enemy's losses, particularly on the 10th and
13th, have unquestionably been serious. On
the latter day they evacuated trenches (in face
of the cavalry counter-attack) in which were
afterwards found quantities of equipment and
some of their own wounded. The enemy have'
been seen stripping our dead, and on three
occasions men in khaki have been seen
advancing."

The fight went on by the exchange of desul-
tory shell and rifle fire, but without any re-
markable incident until, the morning of May
24th. During this period, however, the
French on our left had attained considerable
success. On the 15th instant they captured
Steenstraate and the trenches in Het Sas, and
on the 16th they drove the enemy headlong
over the canal, finding two thousand German
dead. On the 17th they made a substantial
advance on the east side of the canal, and on
the 20th they repelled a German counter-
attack, making a further advance in the same
direction, and taking one hundred prisoners.

On the early morning of the 24th a violent
outburst of gas against nearly the whole front
was followed by heavy shell fire, and the most-
determined attack was delivered against our
position east of Ypres.

The hour the attack commenced was 2.45
a.m. A large proportion of the men were
asleep, and the attack was too sudden to give
them time to put on their respirators.

The 2nd Royal Irish and the 9th Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders, overcome by gas
fumes, were driven out of a farm held in front
of the left Division, and this the enemy pro-
ceeded to hold and fortify.

All attempts to retake this farm during the
day failed, and during the night of the 24th-
25th the General Officer Commanding the left
Division decided to take up a new line which,
although slightly in rear of • the old one, he
considered to be a much better position. This
operation was successfully carried out.

Throughout the day the whole line was sub-
jected to one of the most violent artillery
attacks which it had ever undergone; and the
5th Corps and the Cavalry Divisions engaged
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had to fight hard to maintain their positions.
On the following day, however, the line was
consolidated, joining the right of the French at
the same place as before, and passing through
Wieltje (which was strongly fortified) in a
southerly direction on to Hooge, where the
Cavalry have since strongly occupied the
chateau, and pushed our line further east.

5. In pursuance of a promise which I made
to the French Commander-in-Chief to support
an attack which his troops were making on the
9th May between the right of my line and
Arras, I directed Sir Douglas Haig to carry out
on that date an attack on the German trenches
in the neighbourhood of Rougebanc (north-
west of Fromelles) by the 4th Corps, and
between Neuve Chapelle and Givenchy, by the
1st and Indian Corps.

The bombardment of the enemy's positions
commenced at 5 a.m.

Half-an-hour later the 8th Division of the
4th Corps captured the first line of German
trenches about Rougebanc, and some detach-
ments seized a few localities beyond this line.
It was soon found, however, that the position
was much stronger than had been anticipated,
and that a more extensive artillery preparation
was necessary to crush the resistance offered by
his numerous fortified posts.

Throughout the 9th and 10th repeated efforts
were made to make further progress. Not only
was this found to be impossible, but the vio-
lence of the enemy's machine-gun fire from his
posts on the flanks rendered the captured
trenches so difficult to hold that all the units
of the 4th Corps had to retire to their original
position by the morning of the 10th.

The 1st and Indian Divisions south of Neuve
Chapelle met with no greater success, and on
the evening of the 10th I sanctioned Sir
Douglas Haig's proposal to concentrate all our
available resources on the southern point of
attack.

The 7th Division was moved round from the
4th Corps area to support this attack, and I
directed the General Officer Commanding the
First Army to delay it long enough to ensure
a powerful and deliberate artillery prepara-
tion.

The operations of the 9th and 10th formed
part of a general plan of attack which the
Allies were conjointly conducting on a line
extending from the north of Arras to the south
of Armentieres; and, although immediate pro-
gress was not made during this time by the
British forces, their attack assisted in securing
the brilliant successes attained by the French
forces on their right, not only by holding the
enemy in their front but by drawing off a part
of the German reinforcements which were
coming up to support their forces east of Arras.

It was decided that the attack should be
resumed on the night of the 12th instant, but
the weather continued very dull and misty,
interfering much with artillery observation.
Orders were finally issued, therefore, for the
action to commence on the night of the 15th
instant.

On the 15th, May I moved the Canadian
Division into the 1st Corps area and placed
them at the disposal of Sir Douglas Haig.

The infantry of the Indian Corps and the
2nd Division of the 1st Corps advanced to the

attack of the enemy's trenches which extended
from Richebourg L'Avoue in a south-westerly
direction.

Before daybreak the 2nd Division had suc-
ceeded in capturing two lines of the enemy's
trenches, but the Indian Corps were unable to
make any progress owing to the strength of the
enemy's defences in the neighbourhood of
Richebourg L'Avoue.

At daybreak the 7th Division, on the right of
the 2nd, advanced to the attack, and by 7 a.m.
had entrenched themselves on a line running
nearly North and South, half-way between
their original trenches and La Quinque Rue,
having cleared and captured several lines of the
enemy's trenches, including a number of forti-
fied posts.

As it was found impossible for the Indian
Corps to make any progress in face of the
enemy's defences Sir Douglas Haig directed
the attack to be suspended at this point and
ordered the Indian Corps to form a defensive
flank.

The remainder of the day was spent in secur-
ing and consolidating positions which had been
won, and endeavouring to unite the inner
flanks of the 7th and 2nd Divisions, which were
separated by trenches and posts strongly held
by the enemy.

Various attempts which were made through-
out the day to secure this object had not suc-
ceeded at nightfall in driving the" enemy back.

The German communications leading to the
rear of their positions were systematically
shelled throughout the night.

About two hundred prisoners were captured
on the 16th instant.

Fighting was resumed at daybreak; and by
11 o'clock the 7th Division had made oa con-
siderable advance, capturing several more of
the enemy's trenches. The task allotted to
this Division was to push on in the direction of
Rue D'Ouvert, Chateau St. Roch and C'ante-
leux.

The 2nd Division was directed to push 011
when the situation permitted towards the Rue
de Marais and Violaines.

The Indian Division was ordered to extend
its front far enough to enable it to keep touch
with the left of the 2nd Division when they
advanced.

On this day I gave orders for the 51st (High-
land) Division to move into the neighbourhood
of Estaires to be ready to support the opera-
tions of the First Army.

At about noon the enemy was driven out of
the trenches and, posts which he occupied
between the two Divisions, the inner flanks
of which were thus enabled to join hands.

By nightfall the 2nd and 7th Divisions had
made good progress, the area of captured
ground being considerably extended to the
right by the successful operations of the latter.

The state of the weather on the morning 'of
the 18th much hindered an effective artillery
bombardment, and further attacks had, conse-
quently, to be postponed.

Infantry attacks, were made throughout the
line in the course of the afternoon and evening;
but, although not very much progress was
made, the line was advanced to the La Quinque
Rue-Bethune Road before nightfall.
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On the1 19th May the 7th and 2nd Divisions
were drawn out of the line to rest. The 7th
Division was relieved by the Canadian Division
and the 2nd Division by the 51st (Highland)
Division.

Sir Douglas Haig placed the Canadian and
51st Divisions, together with the artillery of
the 2nd and 7th Division, under the command
of Lieutenant-General Alderson, whom he1

directed to conduct the operations which had
hitherto been carried on by the General Officer
Commanding First Corps; and he directed the
7th Division to remain in Army Reserve.

During the night of the 19th-20th a small
post of the enemy in front of La Quinque Rue
was captured.

During the night of the 20th-21st the Cana-
dian Division brilliantly carried on the excel-
lent progress made by the 7th Division by
seizing several of the enemy's trenches and
pushing1 forward their whole line several hun-
dred yards. A number of prisoners and some
machine guns were captured.

On the 22nd instant the 51st (Highland)
Division was attached to the Indian Corps,
and the General Officer Commanding the
Indian Corps took charge of the operations at
La Quinque Rue, Lieutenant-General Alder-
son with the Canadians conducting the opera-
tions to the north of that place.

On this day the Canadian Division extended
their line slightly to the right and repulsed
three very severe hostile counter attacks.

On the 24th and 25th May the 47th Division
(2nd London Territorial) succeeded in taking
some more of the enemy's trenches and
making good the ground gained to the east and
north.

I had now reason to consider that the battle,
which was commenced by the First Army on
the 9th May and renewed on the 16th, having
attained for the moment the immediate object
I had in view, should not be further actively
proceeded with; and I gave orders to Sir
Douglas Haig to curtail his artillery attack and
to strengthen and consolidate the ground he
had won.

In the battle of Festubert above described
the enemy was driven from a position which
was strongly entrenched and fortified, and
ground was won on a front of four miles to an
average depth of 600 yards.

The enemy is known to have suffered very
heavy losses, and in the course of the battle
785 prisoners and 10 machine guns were cap-
tured. A number of machine guns were also
destroyed by our fire.

During the period under report the Army
under my command has taken over trenches
occupied by some other French Divisions.

I am much indebted to General D'Urbal,
commanding the 10th French Army, for the
valuable and efficient support received through-
out the battle of Festubert from three groups
of French 75 centimetre guns.

In spite of very unfavourable weather con-
ditions, rendering observation most difficult,
our own artillery did excellent work through-
out the battle.

• 6. During the important operations de-
scribed above, which were carried on by the
First and Second Armies, the 3rd Corps was

•particularly active in making demonstrations

with a view to holding the1 enemy in its front
and preventing reinforcements reaching the
threatened areas.

As an instance of the successful attempts to
deceive the enemy in this respect it may be
mentioned that on the afternoon of the 24th
instant a bombardment of about an hour was
carried out by the 6th Division with the object
of distracting attention from the Ypres salient.

Considerable damage was done to the enemy's
parapets and wire; and that the desired im-
pression was produced on the enemy is evident
from the German wireless news on that day,
which stated "West of Lille the English
attempts to attack were nipped in the bud."

In previous reports I have drawn attention
to the enterprise displayed by the troops of the
3rd Corps in conducting night reconnaissances,
and to the courage and resource shown by
officers' and other patrols in the conduct of
these minor operations.

Throughout the period under report this dis-
play of activity has been very marked all along
the 3rd Corps front, and much valuable in-
formation and intelligence have been collected.
• 7 . 1 have much pleasure in again expressing
my warm appreciation of the admirable
manner in which all branches of the Medical
Services now in the field, under the direction
of Surgeon-General Sir Arthur Sloggett, have
met and dealt with the many difficult situations
resulting from the operations during1 the last
two months.

The medical units at the front were fre-
quently exposed to the enemy's fire, and many
casualties occurred amongst the officers of the
regimental Medical Service. At all times the
officers, non-commissioned officers and men,
and nurses carried out their duties with fear-
less bravery and great devotion to the welfare
of the sick and wounded.

The evacuation of casualties from the front
to the Base and to England was expeditiously
accomplished by the Administrative Medical
Staffs at the front and on the Lines of Com-
munication. All ranks employed in units of
evacuation and in Base Hospitals have shown
the highest skill and untiring zeal and energy
in alleviating the condition of those who passed
through their hands.

The whole organisation of the Medical Ser-
vices reflects the highest credit on all con-
cerned.

8. I have once more to call your Lordship's
attention to the part taken by the Royal Fly-
ing Corps in the general progress of the cam-
paign, and I wish particularly to mention the
invaluable assistance they rendered in the
operations described in this report, under the
able direction of Major-General Sir David Hen-
derson.

The Royal Flying Corps is becoming more
and more an indispensable factor in combined
operations. In co-operation with the artillery,
in particular, there has been continuous im-
provement both in the methods and in the
technical material employed. The ingenuity
and technical skill displayed by the officers of
the Royal Flying Corps, in effecting this im-
provement, have been most marked.

Since my last despatch there has been a con-
siderable increase both in the number and iu
the activity of German aeroplanes in our front.
During this period there have been more than
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sixty combats in the air, in which not one
British aeroplane has been lost. As these
fights take place almost invariably over or be-
hind the German lines, only one hostile aero-
plane has been brought down in our territory.
Five more, however, have been definitely
wrecked behind their own lines, and many
have been chased down and forced to land in
most unsuitable ground.

In spite of the opposition of hostile aircraft,
and the great number of anti-aircraft guns
employed by the enemy, air reconnaissance has
been carried out with regularity and accuracy.

I desire to bring to your Lordship's notice
the assistance given by the French Military
Authorities, and in particular by General
Hirschauer, Director of the French Aviation
Service, and his assistants, Colonel Bottieaux
and Colonel Stammler, in the supply of
aeronautical material, without which the effi-
ciency of the Bx>yal Flying Corps would have
been seriously impaired.

9. In this despatch I wish again to remark
upon the exceptionally good work done
throughout this campaign by the Army Ser-
vice Corps and by the Army Ordnance Depart-
ment, not only in the field, but also on the
Lines of Communication and at the Base Ports.

To foresee and meet ohe requirements in the
matter of Ammunition, Stores, Equipment,
Supplies: and Transport has" entailed on the
part of the officers, non-commissioned officers
and men of these Services a sustained effort
which has never been relaxed since the be-
ginning of the war, and which has been re-
warded by the most conspicuous success.

The close co-operation of the Eailway Trans-
port Department, whose excellent work, in com-
bination with the French Railway Staff, has
ensured the regularity of the maintenance ser-
vices, has greatly contributed to this success.

The degree of efficiency to which these Ser-
vices have been brought was well demonstrated
in the course of the Second Battle of Ypres.

The roads between Poperinghe and Ypres,
over which transport, supply and ammunition
columns had to pass, were continually searched
by hostile heavy artillery during the day and
night; whilst the passage of the canal through
the town of Ypres, and along the roads east of
that town, could only be effected under most
difficult and dangerous conditions as regards
hostile shell fire. Yet, throughout the whole-
five or six weeks during which these conditions
prevailed the work was carried on with perfect
order and efficiency.

10. Since the date of my last report some
Divisions of the " New " Army have arrived iu
this country.

I made a close inspection of one Division,
formed up on parade, and have at various
times seen several units belonging to others.

These Divisions have as yet had very little
experience in actual fighting; but, judging
from all I have seen, I am of opinion that they
ought to prove a valuable addition to any
fighting force.

As regards the Infantry, their physique is
excellent, whilst their bearing and appearance
on parade reflects great credit on the officers
and staffs responsible for their training. The

units appear to be thoroughly well officered and
commanded. The equipment is in good order
and efficient.

Several units of artillery have been tested in
the firing line behind the trenches, and I hear
very good reports of them. Their shooting, has
been extremely good, and they are quite fit to
take their places in the line.

The Pioneer Battalions have created a very
favourable impression, the officers being keen
and ingenious and the men of good physique
and good diggers. The equipment is suitable.
The training in field works has been good, but,
generally speaking, they require the assistance
of Regular Royal Engineers as regards laying
out of important works. Man for man in
digging the battalions should do practically
the same amount of work as an equivalent
number of sappers, and in rivetting, entangle-
ment, etc., a great deal more than the ordinary
infantry battalions.

11. During the months of April and May
several divisions of the Territorial Force joined
the Army under my command.

Experience has shown that these troops have
now reached a standard of efficiency which
enables them to be usefully employed in com-
plete divisional units.

Several divisions have been so employed;
some in the trenches, others in the various
offensive and defensive operations! reported in
this despatch.

In whatever kind of work these units have
been engaged, they have all borne an active
and distinguished part, and have proved them-
selves thoroughly reliable and efficient.

The opinion I have expressed in former
despatches as to the use and value of the Terri-
torial Force has been fully justified by recenb
events.

12. The Prime Minister was kind enough to
accept an invitation from me to visit the Army
in France, and arrived at my Headquarters on
the 30th May.

Mr. Asquith made an exhaustive tour of the
front, the hospitals and all the administrative
arrangements made by Corps Commanders for
the health and comfort of men behind thft
trenches.

It was a great encouragement to all ranks
to see the Prime Minister amongst them; and
the eloquent words which on several occasions
he addressed to the troops had a most powerful
and beneficial effect.

As I was desirous that the French Com-
mander-in-Chief should see something of the
British troops, I asked General Joffre to be
kind enough to inspect a division on parade.

The General accepted my invitation, and on
.the 27th May he inspected the 7th Division,
under the command of Major-General H. de la
P. Gough, C.B., which was resting behind the
trenches.

General Joffre subsequently expressed to mo
in a letter the pleasure it gave him to see the
British troops, and his appreciation of their
appearance on parade. He requested me to
make this known to ,all ranks.
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The Moderator of the Church of Scotland,
the Eight Reverend Dr. Wallace Williamson,
Dean of the Order of the Thistle, visited the
Army in France between the 7th and 17th May,
and made a tour of the Scottish regiments with
excellent results.

13. In spite of the constant strain put upon
them by the arduous nature of the fighting
which they are called upon to carry out daily
and almost hourly, the spirit which animates
all ranks of the Army in France remains high
and confident.

They meet every demand made upon them
with the utmost cheerfulness.

This splendid spirit is particularly mani-
fested by the men in hospital, even amongst
those who are mortally wounded.

The invariable question which comes from

lips hardly able to utter a sound is, " How are
things going on at the front? "

14. In conclusion, I desire to bring to Your
Lordship's special notice the valuable services
rendered by Gene'ral Sir Douglas Haig in his
successful handling of the troops of the First
Army throughout the Battle of Festubert, and
Lieutenant-General Sir Herbert Plumer for
his fine defence of Ypres throughout the
arduous and difficult operations during the
latter part of April and the month of May.

I have the honour to be,

Your Lordship's most obedient Servant,

J. D. P. French,

Field-Marshal, Commanding-in-Chief,

The British Army in France.
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