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ddmwalty, 19th Februmy, 1915 the E?(iith ;)ecember, a lchannel t‘]liad ‘ille;n
n was a I}
The following Memorandum has been fur- E?;ﬂgfta braffio hle bo pass thro (‘g" y
mished by the Admiral Commanding the East Commander (now Capiam) Lionel @ Ptres-
Coast Mine sweepers, detarling the recent ton, RN , HM 8 * Skipjack,” om the 19th
mine-sweeping operations off Scarborough December, proceeded at once into the mddle
ot the area where the mines had exploded to
give assistance to the damaged trawlers He
From the 19th to the 31st December sweep- | anchored between the trawlers and the mines
1ng operations were conducted by the East | which had been brought to the syrface, and
Coast Mine sweepers with the object of clear- | proceeded to sink them
g the minefield which had been laid by the Lreutenant Godfrey Crask Parsohk, B'N ,
enemy off Scarborough HMS8 ““Pelan,” displayed great skill and
At the begimmmng there was no indieation of | devotion to duty 1n continuing to command hus
the pomition of the mines, although owing to | group of trawlers after having been mimetl in
losses of passing merchant ships 1t was known | Trawler No 58 on 19th December. On this
that a minefield had been laid day his group exploded eight mnes, and
In order to ascertain how the mihes lay 3t | brought io the surface six more, Trawler No
wag necessary to work at all tames of tade | 99 bemng blown wp and Nos 58 and 465
with a consequent large increase in the element damagedg, all 1n the space of about 10 mynutes
of danger Lseutenant H Boothby, RN R, HM 8
The following officers are specially notaced | “Pekin ”* When Trawler No 99 (“Omn-
for their services during the operations — anda ’’) 1n whach he was serving was blown up
Commander Richard H Walters, RN , | by a mine on the 19th December, Lieutenant
AMS Staff, was m charge of the whole of | Boothby successfully got all lus crew (except
the mine sweeping operations from 19th to 31st | one who was klled) into eafety Lieutenant
December ~During this period & large number | Boothby was again blown up on 6th January,
of mines were swept up and destroyed By ! 1915, in Trawler No 450 (“‘ The Banyers’’)
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