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was most satisfactory, and fully confirmed my
first opinion that the Indian troops only re-
quired rest, and a little acclimatizing, to bring
out all their fine inherent fighting qualities.

I saw the whole of the Indian Cavalry Corps,
under Lieutenant-General Rimington, on a
mounted parade soon after their arrival. They
are a magnificent body of Cavalry, and will, I

•feel sure, give the best possible account of them-
selves when called upon.

In the meantime, at their own particular
request, they have taken their turn in the
trenches and performed most useful and valu-
able service.

11. The Rt. Rev. Bishop Taylor Smith,
C.V.O., D.D., Chaplain-General to the Forces,
arrived at my Headquarters on 6th January,
on a tour of inspection throughout the
command.

The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster has
also visited most of the Irish Regiments at the
front and the principal centres on the Line of
Communications.

In a quiet and unostentatious manner the
chaplains of all denominations have worked
with devotion and energy in their respective
spheres.

The number with the forces in the field at
the commencement of the war was compara-
tively small, but towards the end of last year
the Rev. J. M. Simms, D.D., K.H.C., Prin-
cipal Chaplain, assisted by his Secretary, the
Rev. W. Drury, reorganised the branch, and
placed the spiritual welfare of the soldier on a
more satisfactory footing. It is hoped that
the further increase of personnel may be found
possible.

I cannot speak too highly of the devoted
manner in which all chaplains, whether with
the1 troops in the trenches, or in attendance on
the sick and wounded in casualty clearing
stations and hospitals on the line of communi-
cations, have worked throughout the campaign.

Since the commencement of. hostilities the
work of the Royal Army Medical Corps has
been carried out with untiring zeal, skill and
devotion. Whether at the front under condi-
tions such as obtained during the fighting on
the Aisne, when casualties were heavy and
accommodation for their reception had to be
improvised, or on the line of communications,
where an average of some 11,000 patients have
been daily under treatment, the organisation
of the Medical Services has always been equal
to the demands made upon it.

The careful system of sanitation introduced
into the Army has, with the assistance of other
measures, kept the troops free from any
epidemic, in support of which it is to be noticed
that since the commencement of the war some
500 cases only of enteric have occurred.

The organisation for the first time in war of

Motor Ambulance Convoys is due to the initia-
tive and organising powers of Surgeon-General
T. J. O'Donnell, D.S.O., ably assisted by
Major P. Evans, Royal Army Medical Corps.

Two of these convoys, composed entirely of
Red Cross Society personnel, have done excel-
lent work under the superintendence of Regular
Medical Officers.

Twelve Hospital Trains ply between the
front and the various bases. I have visited
several of the trains when halted in stations,
and have found .them conducted with great
comfort and efficiency.

During the more recent phase of the cam-
paign the creation of Rest Depots at the front
has materially reduced the wastage of men to
the Line of Communications.

Since the latter part of October, 1914, the
whole of the medical arrangements have been
in the hands of Surgeon-General Sir A. T.
Sloggett, C.M.G., K.H.S., under whom Sur-
geon-General T. P. Woodhouse and Surgeon-
General T. J. O'Donnell have been responsible
for the organisation on the Line of Communi-
cations and at the front respectively.

12. The exceptional and peculiar conditions
brought about by the weather have caused
large demands to be made upon the resources
and skill of the Royal Engineers.

Every kind of expedient has had to be
thought out and adopted to keep the lines of
trenches and defence work effective.

The Royal Engineers have shown themselves
as capable of overcoming the ravages caused by
violent rain and floods as they have been
throughout in neutralising the effect of the
enemy's artillery.

In this connection I wish particularly to
mention the excellent services performed by my
Chief Engineer, Brigadier-General G. H.
Fowke, who has been indefatigable in super-
vising all such work. His ingenuity and skill
have been most valuable in the local construc-
tion of the various expedients which experience
has shown to be necessary in prolonged trench
warfare.

13. I have no reason to modify in any
material degree my views of the1 general mili-
tary situation, as expressed in my despatch of
November 20th, 1914.

14. I have once more gratefully to acknow-
ledge the valuable help and support I have re-
ceived throughout this period from General
Fochj General D'Urbal and General Maud'huy
of the French Army.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient Servant,

J. D. P. FBENCH,
Field-Marshal,

Commanding-in-Chief,
The British Army in the Field.
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