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gun require that -a fire-swept zone be crossed in
the shortest possible space of time by attacking
troops. But if men are detained under the
enemy's fire by the difficulty of emerging from
a water-logged trench, and by the necessity of
passing over ground knee-deep in holding mud
and slush, such attacks become practically pro-
hibitive owing to the losses they entail.

During the exigencies of the heavy fighting
which ended in the last week of November the
French and British Forces had become some-
what mixed up, entailing a certain amount of-,
difficulty in matters of supply and in securing .
unity of command.

By the end of November I was able to con-
centrate the Army under my command in one
area, and, by holding a shorter line, to estab-
lish effective reserves.

By the beginning of December there was a
considerable falling off in the volume of
artillery fire directed against our front by the
enemy. Reconnaissance and reports showed
that a certain amount of artillery had been
withdrawn. We judged that the cavalry in
our front, with the exception of one Division
of the Guard, had disappeared.

There did not, however, appear to have been
any great diminution in the numbers of in-
fantry holding the trenches.

3. Although both artillery and rifle fire
were exchanged with the enemy every day, and
sniping went on more or less continuously
during the hours of daylight, the operations
which call for special record or comment are
comparatively few.

During the last week in November some suc-
cessful minor night operations were carried out
in the 4th Corps.

On the night of the 23rd-24th November a
small party of the 2nd Lincolnshire Regiment,
under Lieutenant E. H. Impey, cleared three
of the enemy's advanced trenches opposite the
25th Brigade and withdrew without loss.

On the night of the 24th-25th Captain J. R.
Minshull Ford, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and
Lieutenant E. L. Morris, Royal Engineers,
with 15 men of the Royal Engineers and Royal
Welsh Fusiliers, successfully mined and blew
up a group of farms immediately in front of
the German trenches on the Touquet-Bridoux
Road which had been used by German snipers.

On the night of the 26th-27th November a
small party of the 2nd Scots Guards, under
Lieutenant Sir E. H. W. Hulse, Bt., rushed
the trenches opposite the 20th Brigade; and
after pouring a heavy fire into them returned
with useful information as to the strength of
the Germans and the position of machine guns.

The trenches opposite the 25th Brigade were
rushed the same night by a patrol of the 2nd
Rifle Brigade, under Lieutenant E. Durham.

On the 23rd November the 112th Regiment
of the 14th German Army Corps succeeded in
capturing some 800 yards of the trenches held
by the Indian Corps, but the General Officer
Commanding the Meerut Division organized a
powerful counter-attack, which lasted through-
out the night. At daybreak on the 24th
November the line was entirely re-established.

The operation was a costly one, involving
many casualties, but the enemy suffered far
more heavily.

We captured over 100 prisoners, including
3 officers, as well as 3 machine guns and 2
trench mortars.

On December 7th the concentration of the

Indian Corps was completed by the arrival of
"the Sirhind Brigade from Egypt.

On December 9th the enemy attempted to
commence a strong attack against the 3rd
Corps, particularly in front of the trenches
held by the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
and the Middlesex Regiment.

They were driven back with heavy loss, and
did not renew the attempt. Our casualties
were very slight.

During the early days of December certain
indications along the whole front of the Allied
Line induced the French Commanders and
-myself to believe that the enemy had with-
drawn considerable forces from the Western
Theatre.

Arrangements were made with the Com-
mander of the 8th French Army for an attack
to be commenced on the morning of December
14th.

Operations began at 7 a.m. by a combined
heavy artillery bombardment, by the two
French and the 2nd British Corps.

The British objectives were the Petit Bois
and the Maedelsteed Spur, lying respectively
to the west and south-west of the village of
Wytschaete.

At 7.45 a.m. the Royal Scots, with great
dash, rushed forward and attacked the former,
while the Gordon Highlanders attacked the
latter place.

The Royal Scots, commanded by Major F. J.
Duncan, D.S.O., in face of a terrible machine-
gun and rifle fire, carried the German trench
on the west edge of the Petit Bois, capturing
two machine guns and 53 prisoners, including
one officer.

The Gordon Highlanders, with great gal-
lantry, advanced up the Maedelsteed Spur,
forcing- the enemy to evacuate their front
trench. They were, however, losing heavily,
and found themselves unable to get any
further. At nightfall they were obliged to fall
back to their original position.

Captain C. Boddam-Whetham and Lieu-
tenant W. F. R. Dobie showed splendid dash,
and with a few men entered the enemy's lead-
ing trenches; but they were all either killed or
captured.

Lieutenant G. R. V. Hume-Gore and Lieu-
tenant W. H. Paterson also distinguished
themselves by their gallant leading.

Although not successful, the operation was
most creditable to the fighting spirit of the
Gordon Highlanders, most ably commanded by
Major A. W. F. Baird, D.S.O.

As the 32nd French Division on the left had
been unable to make any progress, the further
advance of our infantry into the Wytschaete
Wood was not practicable.

Possession of the western edge of the Petit.
Bois was, however, retained.

The ground was devoid of cover and so
water-logged that a rapid advance was impos-.
sible, the men sinking deep in the mud at every
step they took.

The artillery throughout the day was very
skilfully handled by the C.R.A.'s of the 3rd,
4th and 5th Divisions: Major-General F. D. V.
Wing, C.B., Brigadier-General G. F. Milne,
C.B., D.S.O., and Brigadier-General J. E. W.
Headlam, C.B., D.S.O.

The casualties during the day were about 17
officers and 407 other ranks. The losses of the
enemy were very considerable, large numbers
of dead being found in the Petit Bois and also

j in the communicating trenches in front of the


