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-army corps were holding the passages on the
early morning of the 13th. .

3. On that morning I ordered the British
_Forces to advance and make good the Aisne.

The 1st Corps and the Cavalry advanced
on the river. The lst Division was directed

-on Chanouille vis the canal bridge at Bourg,
and the 2nd Division on Courtecon and Presles
-vid Pont-Arcy and on the canal to the north
of Braye vid Chavonne. On the right the
Cavalry and 1st Division met with slight oppo-
-sition, and found a passage by means of the
.canal which crosses the river by an aqueduct.
The Division was therefore able to press on,
-supported by the Cavalry Division on its outer
-flank, driving back the enemy in front of it.

On the left the leading troops of the 2nd
Division reached the river by 9 o’clock. The

“6th Infantry Brigade were only enabled to
cross, in single file and under considerable
shell fire, by means of the broken girder of the
“bridge which was not entirely submerged in
-the river. The construction of a pontoon
“bridge was ab once undertaken, and was com-
pleted by 5 o’clock in the afternoon.

On the extreme left the 4th Guards Brigade
met with severe opposition at Chavonne, and
it was only late in the afternoon that it was

able to establish a foothold on the northern
“bank of the river by ferrying one battalion
across in boats. :

By unichtfall the 1st Division occupied the
area Moulins-Paissy-Geny, with posts in the
-village of Vendresse.

The 2nd Division bivouacked as a whole on
the southern bank of the river, leaving only
the 5th Brigade on the north bank to establish
a bridge head. ]

The Second Corps found all the bridges in
~front of them destroyed, except that of Condé,
~which was in possession of the enemy, and
~remained so until the end of the battle.

In the approach to Missy, where the 5th
" Division eventually crossed, there is some open
-ground which was swept by heavy fire from the
-opposite bank. The 13th Brigade was, there-
fore, unable to advance; but the 14th, which
~was directed to the east of Venizel at a less
exposed point, was rafted across, and by night
-established itself with its left at St. Mar-
-guérite. They were followed by the 15th
“Brigade ; and later on both the 14th and 15th
-supported the 4th Division on their left in
-repelling a heavy counter-attack on the Third
Corps.

On the morning of the 13th the Third Corps
found the enemy had established himself’in
-strength on the Vregny Plateau. The road
bridge at Venizel was repaired during the
-morning, and a reconnaissance was made with
.4 view to throwing a pontoon bridge at
Soissons.

The 12th Infantry Brigade crossed at
"Venizel, and was assembled at Bucy Le Long
“by 1 p.m., but the bridge was so far damaged
. that artillery could only be man-handled across
it. Meanwhile the construction of a bridge
was commenced close to the road bridge at
“Venizel.

At 2 p.m. the 12th Infantry Brigade
attacked in the direction of Chivres and
“Vregny with the object of securing the high
ground east of Chivres, as a necessary pre-
liminary to a further advance northwards.
"This attack made good progress, but at 5.30
p.m. the enemy’s artillery and machine-gun

fire from the direction of Vregny became so
severe that no further advance could be made.
The positions reached were held till dark.

The pontoon bridge at Venizel was com-
pleted at 5.30 p.m., when the 10th Infantry
Brigade crossed the river and moved to Bucy
Le Long. -

The 19th Infantry Brigade moved to Billy
Sur Aisne, and before dark all the artillery of
the Division had crossed the river, with the
egception of the Heavy Battery and one
Brigade of Field Artillery.

During the night the positions gained by the
12th Infantry Brigade to the east of the stream
running through Chivres were handed over to
the 5th Division. '

The section of the Bridging Train allotted to
the Third Corps began to arrive in the neigh-
bourhood of Soissons late in the afternoon,
when an attempt to throw a heavy pontoon
bridge at Soissons had to be abandoned, owing
to the fire of the enemy’s heavy howitzers.

In the evening the enemy retired at all
points and entrenched himself on the high
ground about two miles north of the river
along which runs the Chemin-des-Dames.
Detachments of Infantry, however, strongly
entrenched in commanding points down slopes
of the various spurs, were left in front of all
three corps with powerful artillery in support
of them.

During the night of the 13th and on the 14th
and following days the Field Companies were
incessantly at work night and day. Eight pon-
toon bridges and one foot bridge were thrown
across the river under genmerally very heavy
artillery fire, which was incessantly kept up on
to most of the crossings after completion. Three
of the road bridges, .¢., Venizel, Missy and
Vailly, and the railway bridge east of Vailly
were temporarily repaired so as to take foot
traffic and the Villers Bridge made fit to carry
weights up to six tons.

Preparations were also made for the repair
of the Missy, Vailly and Bourg Bridges so as to
take mechanical transport.

The weather was very wet and added to the
difficulties by cutting up the already indifferent
approaches, entailing a large amount of work to
repair and improve.

The operations of the Field Companies dur-
ing this most trying time are worthy of the best
traditions of the Royal Engineers.

4. On the evening of the 14th it was still im-
possible to decide whether the enemy was only
making a temporary halt, covered by rear-
guards, or whether he intended $o stand and
defend the position.

With a view to clearing up the situation, I
ordered a general advance.

The action of the First Corps on this day
under the direction and command of Sir
Douglas Haig was of so skilful, bold and deci-
sive a character that he gained positions which
alone have enabled me to maintain my position
for more than three weeks of very severe fight-
ing on the north bank of the river. .

The Corps was directed to cross the line
Moulins—Moussy by 7 a.m. .

On the right the General Officer Command-
ing the 1st Division directed the 2nd Infantry
Brigade (which was in billets and bivouacked
about Moulins), and the 25th Artillery Brigade
(less one battery), under General Bulfin, to
move forward before daybreak, in order to pro-
tect the advance of the Division sent up the



