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India Office,
7th December, 1904.

will form the subject of a separate notification
hereafter.

The following notification in the Gazette of From Major-General B. Duff, C.B., C.I.E.,
India, No. 1065, of the llth November, 1904,
Adjutant-General in India, to the Secretary to
publishing a despatch from Brigadier-General
the Government of India, Military DepartJ. R. L. Macdonald, C.B., regarding the operament,—(No. 2917-A, dated Simla, the 26th
tions of the troops which accompanied the Mission
October, 1904.)
to Tibet, has been received from the Government
I am directed by the Commander-in- Chief to
of India :—
forward, for the information of the Government
No. 1065.—The Right Honourable the Viceroy of India, the accompanying despatch from
and Governor-General of India in Council is Brigadier-GeneralJ. R. L. Macdonald, C.B., R.E.,
pleased to direct the publication of the following describing the operations of the troops which
letter from the Adjutant-General in India, dated accompanied the Mission to Tibet.
the 26th October, 1904, forwarding a despatch
2. It will be seen from the despatch that the
from Brigadier-General J. R. L. Macdonald, work which fell to the troops had to be carried out
C.B., R.E., Commanding Tibet Mission Escort, in the face of physical difficulties which subjected
describing the operations of the troops which them to the severest hardships and privations,
accompanied the Mission to Tibet.
and these became increasingly acute as they
neared their destination. Notwithstanding these
2. The Governor General in Council entirely difficulties, supplemented as they were by armed
concurs with the Commander-in-Chief in India opposition, the undertaking was carried through
in his appreciation of the skilful manner in which in so successful a manner as to constitute it a
Brigadier-General Macdonald has carried out the highly creditable achievement. The Commanderduty entrusted to him. His Excellency in in-Chief gladly takes this opportunity of placing
Council is also fully sensible of the excellent on record publicly his approbation of the admirconduct of the officers and men engaged in the able arrangements made by Brigadier-General
operations, which were of the most trying nature, Macdonald and of the good services of the
and he has noticed with satisfaction the good officers—Regimental, Staff and Departmental—
service of those who have been specially brought and of the troops through whose efforts the
to notice. His Excellency in Council is glad objects of the Mission were so successfully
to have the opportunity of expressing his apprecia- attained. Not the least gratifying and creditable
tion of the excellent services rendered by all ranks feature of the undertaking was the excellent
of the Supply and Transport Corps. The services discipline and conduct of the troops, as exempliof the late Major G. H. Bretherton, to whose fied in their abstention from acts of spoliation
untiring energy and power of organisation the despite the many temptations with which they
successful advance of the Mission to Lhassa under were confronted throughout the operations.
exceptionally difficult conditions was largely due,
3. A list of the rewards which His Excellency
calls for special notice.
recommends should be bestowed on those who
The services of the Civil Officers lo which specially distinguished themselves is forwarded
allusion is made in General Macdonald's despatch under separate cover.

