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country... On.-each of .thesenights every.officer |
and’man, after' marching, some 20 miles, had to
speund the hours, usually devoted. to. rest in’ ep-
trenching, watching, and 'occasionally fighting.

In:this: connection- he' draws special attention |:

to-the spade-work done by: the Commonwealth
Regiments, 3rd New South. Wales Bushmen, and
the:8th New Zealand. Contingent.  Every night

. while .the-sweep ‘was in progress these troops
dug ‘one redoubt; to hold. 20. men, every. 100
yards of their-frent. of .6, miles. - The redoubts .
were so solidly constructed.that they would have
afforded perfect.cover from artillery fire, and. the
intetvals. between -them :were closed by Wagons.
linked- together-with barbed wire:

The commander-of each-group of.columns had
his :own particular system, and ‘it may be of-
ingerest.to note that General Walter - Kitchener's:
force sheld- the. line assigned to it by similar works .
constructed to hold seven'men each;and placed.
at-intervals of 50 yards- apart. “The work.doue
by the troops.under Colonels Sir Henry Rawlin-.

son,:K ckéwich, and- Rochfort .was equally satis- |

factory, barbed wire and obstacles. being freely
made use of to closé the points at which the
enemy would be most likely te break through.

On the 15th May the whole of Sir Jan Hamil-. |

ton’s force started upon -ts .return march to
Klerksdorp, and on the same day Colonel Roch-
fort’s’column began to move back to Bloemhof,

. 9. .In thefiest: week: of -April, Golenels:Pilcher
andFernan were operating, it will be remembered
from Boshof .and. Bultfentein respectively ;-but,.
on:the 8th; Colonel Pilcher was , ordered-to-the-
Klmberley railway line to assist in couvoying
supplies.to: some of .the outlying garrisons to the
west of Kimberley:and- Hopetown: He-has been
emplayed*upon bhls~ work. durmg the Whple of
thewpast monthi: . ;- vy

Lolonel:Ternan- contmu,ed hls operat),ons from

Bulifontein, -and,. o the: 8th Apml, ‘detached = |,
party of 200 mounted men, under ‘Major Luard, |.

tos:¢lear somie-farms in: the neighbourhood - cof
Hazrtenbosoh. - Here this: putrol wus, suddenly :
attacked by :a-large party of Boers under Com-:
manddnt. Badenhorst; -and, after- an ‘engagement
which: reflected very little credit- upon: many of.
our; . xuen;- the. ma.]onty ofscthe' patrol were : cap+
tured:by the enemy.:. -

Colonel Ternan was then ordeg'ed to brmg hxs
columi inte the rail way at Eensgevonden, whence
it .was. employed in. escorting: a ‘convoy. up-'to,
Hgpopstad for Colonel .Rochfort’s troeps.:.. On the-
completion-of this duty he returned to Kroonstad
which «was - reached ‘on. the. 261;!1 Aprﬂ * The |
column was then broken.up. -

6.:‘At. the cenclusien -of the advanoe toh.the
Drakensberg, which terminated on the 5th April,
the' colymns ungder Colonels- Rimington, Nixon,
and: Garratt marched back from Betha’s Pass to .
Greylingstad,. where, as .already described, they-
camé: under the.-orders:of Majer-Geeneral Bruce
Hamilton;-. “Major-General Eiliot ‘and Colonel.
Batker, 'who formed :the right of .the advance to
the :Natal frontier; refurned elmultaneously o
Harrismith, where, on the 9th April, Brigadier-
Genepal thﬂeaﬂsumed command -of the Brigade
of«.General. -Elliot’s -Divisien, hitherto. Jled. by
Lieut;-Colonel De Lisle; who :was - transferred.to.
Colonel Thoineycroft’s force-at Klerksdorp.

On.the 1tth -April, Brigadier-Genernl Ll’otlel

Bmgade maveched o' Aberfeldyy and:Lieutenant- |

Caloune] . .Fanshawe's, -to.- Majoor's:, Dmft and
between. -thiss date_.and. the. 21st April,- when
Major-(General: iElliot -moved: into - Llndley, -tho
Division:.continued -to: operate in the wicinity of
Fanuy’s: que,,@ud Blydechaapv It WS hqped
that $hé-presenes!.of -gur-treops would have the-
effectiof; drivingany;. .Boers.in; t_’.h-xs,bdls’mct 10 the

“the- north, “an, at;tempt whleh ~Was 'ngfw Oniyp,
x succesgfully frustrated by,our mennted men,ub
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-west -of- Ligbenberg - Vlei,.and.more intq’ the: line:
of a sweep of troops :to -the sputh from the.:
Heilbron—Fragkfort Jine, ,which - was, xoontem- :
pla.ted for the near-future,, - -

* With: this idea in view; ColoneL Baxker also
imoved -at the same -finie’ frem Harrismith upon.
-Reitz, whence_he :worked. up-to Frankfort-after. .
ap engagement on the 12th April, in which Goms=: .

‘masidant Manie Bot,ha was reporbed 107 have been

-.woundede - 25
From. Frankfmt,- 00101161 Barker* moved »to
Hellbron, where he. arrived onthe .24th April,
and, on the_28th, after refitting: -his .column;, he'
returned . to Fr a.nkfo::t» “Two days, later all-his

-|.mounted, troops again: left . Frankfort upon 2

%g‘ht expedition to Bezuldenhom;s Dritt,-on the
ilge River, where reporls slated that' Com--
:mandant Manie Botha was  lying wonnded. ~These -
;reports proved true, and; ag, daylight. on the. st
:May, Commandant Botha. his: Seczetary, Adjue:-.
.tant, and ten other Boers .were surprised; and::
‘captured at- the farm near the Drift.: Colonel -
Barker - then returned - to -Frankfort, ; haying -
covered over 70 miles.-with_his. mounted troops-
‘during a short -absence from- the .town of 241
hours.

Major-Greneral Eilliot’s -- Division - a.ga,m left
‘Lindley on 220d April, and-moved, by Bethlehem, .
to Steenkamp’s Kop and - Brmdxsx Driff in the

.| Brandwater Basin, where parties of. Boexrgs were-

causing rome trouble to.:the garrisons.of block- .
houses.. A considerable.. ‘nuniber, of . the\ enemy...
swere -found scattered . throughout -the Wltte-

_hergen, and on the:night of: the; Zsth’Bmgadler-

General Little cressed:the m@unta,ms -to-the west
‘at General's Nek,:.and. engagedr a-.commapde -
wmnder Van N 1eker—k, :40. the -.north: of:- -Aredding
,Magna. Three.wounded: Boers. were -picked : upy.s
‘by- onr amhula,pces -afer the ‘desultory, ﬁghtmg
whlch _took place-in this djrection, -
: Brigadier ~General: - Little 1ﬁhen « rejoined - lﬂs
dlvmlon, -which-was . now recalled, {o Lindley: to: -
dct -asas stoprin‘front-of o contempated sweep.of
‘General Bruee- Ha:mhons columns; down-. ﬁrgm,.
};he -novth- to the Kroonstad—hndley. blockhouﬂe
1ne. Al 3 ‘-‘-.»J’,. s
' This movement. was performed: in two ptage@,
_lmthe first-of -which, befwigen the -2nd and. 4th-;

Tvavte na 2en

1. May,. the-colamps 'under Colonels. R\mmgﬁou,

Nixon, and -Garratt,. Brigadier-Geners): Spens,:
Colonel Mackenzie;- and Lieutenant:Colone}: Dufs.
(who' had:.temporarily ‘succeeded - Lioutenant~ ,
Colonel Wing) moved- down from«a geheral:line”;
Vereemgmg—a—Greyhngstad 08, pogltlon extend-
ing from Kopjes Station to Frankfors..- ., -
Puring: .this- period -of.- the operatmneroloneL "
Allenby’s column.at Villiersdorp-extendedrits left ..

Bank down towards the. Frankforb——Hellbrgn

blockhouse lire to’close all: possrble @.Vgixueg iof
escape to the.east.. ...
In the second sta.ge of-the, mevement Ma]or-:
General Hamilton’s columns, nOW . reinfofced. by
that -under Golonel Allenby, irom: Villiersdorp,-,
pushed - stra,lgbb oRr -south - to the --,Inndley—-— :

RN i -'n\

| Krooustad . blockhouse ime, vghlch \had been

prolonged towards Rextz‘by the treops of - Major~;-
General. Elliot’s Division: . Colonel Barkessomen,

-detached meanwhile from Frgnkfon’t, wabcheg' ‘the ¥

line of Liebenberg’s Vei.: - ... ; s
The final results. of thls ,sweep, whlch. ,ter-. :

minated on the-7th. Ma.y, were: most; satxsfactqry; i

no less than 321, prisoners ‘of -war ;be,mg ~broug_l)t'

.
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 in by.our. different. .columnps.- -.Nor wag-it-de¥gid-:

of :exeiting: 1nc1dent. 'As (vqlonel a.ckqnme 1.7

| troops: approached. . Grootdam, (2§J}, 3%, NETY:

spirited 'attempt.was made-by 150 Boers, un
Commandant: Mentz, to bregl through his ling. toy; _




