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country..:. On. eaxshlof.these aiighte everylofficer.
andlman, after marching .some 20. miles, had to
spend the hours,usually devoted,, to. rest in en-
trenching, watching, and .'occasionally fighting.

In;this: connection*, he draws special attention
to -.the spade-work done by: the Commonwealth
Regiments, 3rd New South- Wales Bushmen, and
the-8th New-Zealand. Contingent. Every night
while . the sweep was in progress these troops
dug one redoubt; to hold. 20. men, every. 100
yards of their-front, of.>6, miles. The redoubts;
were so solidly constructed:that they would have
afforded perfect-cover from artillery fire, and. the
intervals, between them were closed by wagons.
linked'together-with barbed wire; • . •

The commander of each group of. columns had
his-:own particular system, and'it may be of
interest.to note-that General Walter .Kitchener's
force ;held-.the. line assigned to it by'Similar works,
constructed to hold seven"men each,-and placed,
at-intervals of 50 yards apart. -The work, done
by the troops.,under Colonels Sir Henry Rawlin-.
8on,-.-&ckewich, and Rochfort -was equally satis-
factory, barbed wire and obstacles, being freely
made use of to close the points at which the
enemy would be most likely to break through.

On .the 15th May the whole of Sir Ian Hamik
tori's force started upon -ite .return march to
Klerksdorp, and on the same day Colonel Roch-
forf s'column began to -move back to Blocmhof.
.& .In.the;first'week of April,-Colonels :P.ileher

and-'Teruan were operating, it will be remembered
frdm Bpshof.'.and- Bukfentein respectively; -but,,
on-the 8thi Colonel Pilcher was ..ordered to-.the
Kimberley railway line to assist in convoying
supplies-to. BOrae of .the outlying garrisous to the
west of- Kimjberley^and Hopetown; .He-has been
employed-.upony..this-work, daring the whple pf -.
theipast month.*.-- ; • 4-v- ;. , • . - • • . - . «.-.> - • . , ' • • : ' • • ' •

^/plonel.-Ternan-cpntinued his operations from
BulifonteinVand, PIT. the,- 8th -April, 'detached a
party of 200 mounted men, under 'Major Luard,.
to,«;rc!ear some:-;f arms inNthe -neighbourhood r'of
H$r.tenbps.ch.« Here this patrol- was, suddenly
attacked'by; a. la^ge party,of Boers • under :Com-;
maqdant. -Badenhprst- and, after an [engagement
which -reflected very, little credit upon; many of.
our: j&en -r t he • majority of 5<the'-;patrol were -. cap-'
turedLby .the.enemy.:... i. . ; , - ' . . - .• ;.v . , , i - . . .

ColonebTerna.i{ was then erjiieyed -to... bring,.-his
column into tbe railway at Eensgevonden, whence
it ,-was. employed in - escorting^ a coiwpy,- up- to,
H0ops.tad for.ColoneLRoch:fort's.;trpops.:._.On the
completion of this, duty,he returned to. J£rponstad,
which «;was • reached 'on; the. .26th April. • • . The
coluam was then brpken,.u,p. % .-.- \ - • • • • ' / . . . •

6.-At, the conclusion-of ..the advance to^the.
DpakfeBsberg, which iterminated on.the: 5th April,
the columns under (Jolonels RimingtOn,. Nixon,
an<i:Garratt marched back .from Botha's .Pass to
GreyUngstad,.where, .as -already described, they
cameiunder the.Orders-, of Majpr^General Bruce
HamiltOB;-. 'Majbr-.Qeneral Ellipt and Colonel
Barker,'who formed :the. right of,the advance, to
therNatai .frPntier^ ^returned simultaneously :'to
Harrismith, where, on the 9th April, Brigadier-
Generai Little-iassumed cpjnmand of. the Brigade
oftt'Geteral.. EJlliot's' -Divivsion, hitherto-. Jed -by
Lieut-C.oloael i)e Lislej who.was transferred.to.
Colonel Thofneyarpf^s force:at K^erksdprp. ,.--t?

.Onvthe llth vApril,.Brigadier-,General Little-'s,
Brigade ;,ma-rehed to Aberfeldyy. and •Lieut^nant-
ColoqeL.-Fanshawe-s, tp-.-MajoopIs-.- -Driftj ;and,
between, jthis,1*datej:and'. the-.2481;, April,- .when
Major-General ••j£:llipt inoyed; into Lindteyj the
Divlsion:^continued^to;opeiateJ_in,t.he vicinity of

that *he-pres.enQ^{ of-,(turrjbr.oops would have the;

we'st -of- Liebefibepg-:Ylei,.and.m.ore"JBtprthe/.Kne.
.of a sweep «f 4roo.ps ;to 4he. spjj'th frpm. -the,.v

Heilbron-rrFra^kJprt Jine, ..which was, ^contem-
plated for the near-future..,. -. • . i:: .- *., ,"

•With/this idea .in vie-w^ Gplonelc, Barker..a:lso.-
Amoved -at the same time from Harrjismith upon..
.Ileitz, whence, he :worked. up to Praukfortrafter-.;
ah engagement on the 12th April, in which Com.-; ..
niaridant Manie Botha,was reported .to-hav.e been

-.woundecL-. . - ' . . . . - • - . " - • • . • . . . . . ' . .:.- •'• ~r •*':*:
' From. Frankfort,- Colonel .Barker- -mpved *ip,
Heilbron,. where he.- arrived ©n.-ihe ..24th .jApril,.
and, on the.28th, after .-refitting-jhis ,<;pliiran,..he'
returned, to F.ranfcfor.t*. :Twp days, later all hrs
.mounted, troops. again.^Jeft: Fi^nkfprt upon"aj

night expedition to B^ezuidenhoat's Dr5f;t,-ou .the
.Wilge River, where/reports -stated that .Conj-. .
imandant Manie Botha was lying wounded.. ?These -
;i-eports proved .true, and j at. Daylight, on,-the.,.ist\
:May, Commandant -Botha, his. SeQ?etary,; Adju*;. >
,tant, and ten. other .Boers .^were ^urprised;"arid;-
-captured at- the farm near the p.rilt..v Colonel "
Barker -. then returned to; .-Frankfor.t, /having •
covered over 70 miles-, :with. his .mounted troops'
during a short absence jfrom, the^tpwn. ofv*24/
hours. ..,;..- • ; , . , :
. MajPr-G'eneral Elliot's - Divisipii -.ag^in .-left
Lindley on 22nd April, and-moved,..by:Bethlehem, .
to Steenkamp's Kop and -Brindisi Drift in the
Brandwater Basin, where parties of. Boer? wer.e-
.causing rome trouble to./the garrison^-of -bjpck-
jhouses.. A .conside'rable,. number vpf ..the.\ene.ni-y.-
>were-f.ound scattered ,;throughout, .the. Witter.',
."hergen, aud on ..thej-night of,- the-l28Jbh:Br.igadierrr
;General Little crossed, the .mountains to 'the ̂ WQsit
at* Generars .N«k:,1:and - engaged^ a- ^orgmaiida •-

launder Van . Niekerfcj ;tp the"-;-nortti- of - Arcadia;
;Magn.a» ..Three.wounded-. Bp.Gi5S;;Wevje-.picked,̂ U;p}.:
-by.'Our amhulancesKiafJer.,t^e rdeaultory..fightirig...!
-.which^tpok place in.this diEectipn.. ^ '.,-:\-.- '.->..*r.\.;
. ". Brigadier T:General; 'iaifetle jheit.n.a'ejp.miad.^bis,-.
.division, .which*'was • now recalled, ^-JjiiSdley^tp;.
act as.'a.stop;.'in'frpnt-of.a;,cpQtemp)at©d. sweep,-p.f:;
: General. Bruce Hamihon's icp|unin^idpwn.--.frpm;i
the-npFth-tp the >Kropnstad—Lindteybloc "
line. ' " "'•' *

• This mpvement-was performed-, in two
.ini.the .first-(pfVwhich, between the 2nd <anc
. May.. vthe• columns 'under:-..Coipnels-.;Rimington,'.-
Nixon, an^ • Garratt,,. Briga4ier-rXjeneral'- \-Sp;eB8[,"«';
Colonel Mackenzie^ -and Lieutenant?Colonel/I)uffs;:
(who; hadiitemporanly succeeded v-LieuteEtant^ ^
Colonel Wing) moved'down from< a

ing from Kopjes Station to Frankfort...-"' -.,-rrVv.-' '.-
-During..this.period.'• ofi the .pper

Allenby!s cplu
.flank down towards the, .
blockhouse line tp^clpse all .-passible ,,aveuues-;6f"'
escape to the.east.. ^'::--..»,* •'..'•• jr. -..';/:•'';'•••;;':*:

In the second -stage of ^ the, .movement,. Major-••:
General -Hamilton's columns,/npw.irein;f;prce^. ,by;,
that .-under Colonel Alleiiby. from." t^iHiersdorp, • ]
pushed. • straight on -south-, -to!,- the. .->",l3in.dlQyr—:.:
Krooustad . blockhouse1 iineVf^hicJi.Ajiad bê Q,-::;
prolonged towards Reitz;by..the;tT0pps;jof;;-M^jprT.;{-
General Elliot's Divis'iom. Cojpnel Bay^eB-ktpieitf,

.-detached meanwhile from Frankfort,'Wat»tej|'-the-'7
line of Liebenberg's Vlei.- ;_.-...,,,, ,,.-,. -:->; V'^-tr?,"

The" final cesults. <of this; .sweep,, .which, iter-, r
minated on the~7th. iiay^werajm
no less than;'32Lprisonrers of -wa
in by-our di-fferen-t-cplumns.- -.Nor
of :exeiting- 'incident. -rAs" (GJpi.pnel, •M^

. troops;- approached .
spirited 'atjtempt.was
Commandant' Mentz} to

"the-, noryi,"-an. attempt. w i c j ^ a B . p . i
successfully frustrated byrour- mounted Tnen


