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- The country traversed during the four days'
march has been hilly and difficult, with many
small drifts to cross, some of which have been
over boggy ground.

The time of year being unsuitable for grazing
cattle, many of the oxen have given'out, and it
has been found difficult to replace them.

On the 31st July it was found that the axle of
one of the 12-pr, .guns was broken nearly
through.

It was welded in the workshop of Mr.
Howard's colliery, and the gun was remounted
and ready for action on the 1st ultimo.

I am much indebted to the courtesy of Mr.
Howard for the assistance so readily afforded me
in executing the repairs, which were carried out
with quickness and efficiency by S. Colville
(armourer) and Albert Smithfield (armourer's
mate), assisted by a fitter in the employ of
Mr. Howard, and who are deserving of com-
mendation.

On the 20th July Mr. Wardle, Midshipman,
was sent to Simonstown on medical recommen-
dation, and on the 21st Major Peile, R.M.L.I.,
was sent from Hospital at Pretoria to Deelfon-
tein to recruit.

On the 28th July, I received a telegram from
Commander Grant informing me of his arrival
at Exugersdorp on the previous day.

The health of the portion of the Brigade pre-
sent is;very good and the general conduct of
the men has been very good.

I have, &c.,
JOHN E. BEARCROFT, Captain.

Rear-Admiral Sir R. H. Harris, K.C.M.G.,
&c. &c. <fcc.

Commander-in-Chief.

12*pr. Naval Guns, Brugspruit.
SIB, 28th July, 1900.

I HAVE the honour to forward a report of
proceedings from 25th June to 26th July, during
which time I was detached with two 12-pr. guns.

In accordance with your orders, I moved on
25th June from Eerste Fabricken to Edendale
(4 miles), where I reported myself to the G.O.C.
18th Brigade, and was directed by him to take
up a position on one of the hills overlooking
Edendale and surrounding country.

The whole position, consisting of two parallel
ridges at the northern extremity of the Pienaars-
poort range of hills, was also occupied by two
battalions of infantry and one battery of Field
Artillery.

The 12-pr. guns, which were carefully con-
cealed behind "schantzes" covered with brush-
wood, were in position each morning before dawn
and removed to camp after dark. From 25th
June to 15th July nothing of note occurred
beyond occasional sniping between patrols.

On 16th July the enemy's patrols attempted to
draw our fire by firing a few rounds (rifles) at
2,500 to 3,000 yards. The only shots fired
from the position were a few from two guns of
the 85th Battery R.F.A., in order to support a
patrol of Tasmania!! Mounted Infantry.

On 18th July Lieutenant Colquhoun, R.V.N.,
joined, with 12 men from Bloemfontein, Lieu-
tenant French, R.M.L.I., returning on the same
day to your camp at Eerste Fabricken.

On 21st July I was directed by the G.O.C. to
move one 12-pr. gun ],000 yards to the front
and drop a few shells over a ridge into a small
Boer laager which was screened from view.
This was done, 16 rounds being fired at ranges
from 3,000 to 3,300 yards. The shells burst
accurately, but the result could not be fully

ascertained. Later on some of the enemy 'were'
observed retiring rapidly over a further -ridge.

On 23rd July in- accordance with general
orders, the guns moved with the 18th Brigade
to Eland's River (10 miles). • '. -' •' -•",

24th July.—To Brockhurst Spruit (12 -.miles).
25th July.—To Lilge River (16 iniles).
26th July.—To Hartebeestefontein (7 miles),

where I rejoined your command." , •
The health of the men has been very good

(only one case of sickness having occurred in.
the last six weeks). The camp at Edendale was
well situated and the supply of water excellent."

I have, &c.,.
ERIC BACK, Lieutenant, R.N.,

Commanding 12-pr. guns; "
To Captain John Bearcroft, R.N.. • ' '

Officer Commanding Naval Brigade.

Forwarded for the information of the Com-
mander-in-Chief.

JOHN BEARCROFT, Captain.
Brugspruit Station,

2nd August, 1900. , -

Royal Naval Brigade, Middleburg,
SIK, - 18th August, 1900.

IN continuation of my letter of the 2nd •
instant, I have the honour to report as
follows:— • •

On the 3rd August the Brigade, in company
with the 5-in. Royal Artillery guns, and escorted
by one battalion of the Guards Brigade,
marched from Brugspruit Station to Olifant's
River Bridge, 13 miles, and camped at noon.

The two 12-pr. guns under Lieutenant Back
were detached, and left to take up a position to
guard the railway bridge.

4th August.—Marched with.the two 4.7-in.
guns at 6 a.m. to- Middelburg, 13 miles, camping
at noon. ' •

5th August.—The two 4.7-in. guns were placed
in position for defending the town on a hill
commanding-a large stretch of country about 2
miles north of the town. . ; '

The guns remained in this position till the
17th August, when one gun in charge of Major
Marchant and Lieutenant Wilson, R.M.L.I., was
moved to the west of the1 town to take up a posi-
tion there.

The Brigade remains in the following posi-
One 4.7-in. gun 2 miies north of Middelburg.
One 4.7-in. „ 1 ,', west . „ .
Two 12-prs. at Oliphfant's River Bridge. '-' "
Small parties of the enemy are reported to be

in the vicinity, but no attack has been attempted.
The health of the portion of the. Brigade is_

very good, and the general conduct of the men
has been very good. "-

I have, &e.,
JOHN E. .BEARCROFT, Captain.

Rear-Admiral Sir R. H\ Harris, K.C.M.G.,
&c., &c., i&c., • *. " •'

Commander-in-Chief. . •

Enclosures to Letter No. 580, of 31st July, 1900,
from the Commander-in-Chief on the Cape of
Good Hope Station.'

Naval Brigade, Volksrust.
SIB, , 14th June, 1900.

CONTINUING on. from my last letter, I
have the honour to report that on the morning
of the 6th June I left the bivouac at De Wet's
Farm in company with General Coke, with half
his brigade, the South' African Light Horse, and :
a battery of Royal Artillery, to make a recon-
naisance with a view to finding a position for the


