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field guns. The enemy opposed the advance
with a rapid shell, pompom, and rifle fire, but
in spite of this the advance was steadily main-
tained j the 10th Brigade being directed against
the hills on the right of the Pass, the 2nd
Brigade against those on the left of the Pass.
The action of our Artillery soon reduced the
enemy's fire, and the 10th Brigade pressed
rapidly forward, led by the 2nd Bn. Dorsetshire
Regiment, but the 2nd Brigade, who were led
by the Queen's, being in more open ground and
with higher and steeper hills, were not able to
maintain the same speed.

By sunset the 2nd Bn. Dorsetshire Regiment,
supported by the 2nd Bn. Middlesex Regiment,
and the 10th Brigade under General Talbot Coke,
had secured the crest of all the hills south of
the Pass, while the 2nd Brigade had effected a
secure lodgment on the hills to the left, and the
enemy had retired. Meanwhile, on the right
front a severe fight took place between the ad-
vanced troops and the 3rd Mounted Brigade and
the enemy's left wing, into which the right
battalion of the 10th Brigade (1st Bn. Royal
Dublin Fusiliers) was drawn. The combined
action of the Dublin Fusiliers and the 3rd
Mounted Brigade drove it from its position on
the right, and by 8 p.m. the whole force was
established in bivouac on Allemann's Nek. Our
casualties in the day's fighting were as follows : —

Killed—Officers, 2; men, 17. Wounded—
Officers, 6 (1 since dead); men, 117 (3 since
dead).

On the 12th, the force pressed forward to-
wards Volksrust. We learned on the way from
our scouts that the enemy had evacuated Laing's
Nek, and that it was being occupied by General
Clery. This was shortly afterwards confirmed
by a telegraphic message from that Officer. '

As we advanced, a considerable force of Boers !
crossed our front, moving northward. Our guns
and Cavalry were at once pushed forward, but
were unable to catch up the enemy who retired
partly round the spur at Zandspruit Station and
partly by Hout Nek.

We bivouacked for the night about 4 miles
from Volksrust, and during the next day occu-
pied Zandspruit Station, Volksrust and Charles-
town, while General Clery occupied Laing's
Nek.

During this period the 2nd Division had re-
mained in occupation of Ingogo Heights and
Mount Prospect. Their heavy guns opened daily
on Laing's Nek and Pogweni, being replied to
by the enemy's 6-inch gun on that hill. This
gun has now a fuze which enables it to fire an
effective shrapnel at a range of 9,600 yards, and
during the four days of its fire caused the
following casualties:—Two Officers and four
men wounded.

By the operations thus described, the enemy
were compelled to abandon the position at
Laing's Nek, to the retention of which they
attached the greatest importance, and on the
preparation of which they had expended a vast
amount of labour and energy. The position,
immensely strong by nature, extending as it
does along a series of hills for 3 miles with its
western flank secured by Majuba, and its eastern
flank by the deep gorge through which the
River Buffalo flows, and beyond the river by
the lofty mountain, Pogweni, was so skilfully
and thoroughly entrenched as to be almost
impregnable.

The trenches were so arranged as to be in-
visible from the front, and yet were so placed
that there is hardly a foot of ground in front of

the position which does not come under cross
and enfilade fire. On the bastion-like hill in
the centre of the position, close under which
passes the road over the Nek, were two, and in
some places three, rows of entrenchments, and
on this and on the other commanding crests, gun
emplacements with bombproof casements for
ammunition had been dug out of the solid rock.
The slopes of Majuba were all entrenched, and
the mountain itself was a mass of entrench-
ments, every possible approach to it being pro-
tected by them. On Pogweni was a very strong
and carefully constructed emplacement for a
6-inch gun.

Covered ways had been dug to enable the de-
fenders of the trenches to get into them out of
sight of the attack, and all the approaches to the
position had been burnt so as to show up khaki
clothing distinctly. It is evident that these
preparations were not the work of a few days,
but they had been most carefully finished in
every particular, in fact no pains had been
spared to render the position perfectly secure
against attack. All this labour, however, was
in vain, for it was impossible for the enemy to
retain the position when once our troops were in
possession of Volksrust, as, had they done so,
they would have been in a cut de sac; the
Buffalo gorge preventing any escape to the east.

I accompanied the troops during the opera-
tions I have been describing, but entrusted the
tactical dispositions to General Hildyard, who
carried them out to my thorough satisfaction,
and whose arrangements were, I thought, ex-
tremely good.

I desire to bring to notice the following
Officers: —

Captain E. P. Jones, Royal Navy, Naval
Brigade.—It was due to the energy and perse-
verance of the Officers and men alike, following
the excellent example set them by their com-
mander, Captain Jones, that it was possible to
place the Naval guns in position on the 8th, and
get them forward subsequently in time to ac-
company the advance on the 10th. The excellent
marksmanship of the Naval Brigade, and the
skilful distribution of their fire, contributed
materially to the successful result of the attack
on Allemann's Nek on the 11th June.

Colonel L. W. Parsons, Royal Artillery, com-
manded the Corps Artillery. His arrangements
were, as usual, exceedingly good, and he was of
the greatest assistance.

Major E. S. May, Royal Artillery (Corps
Artillery).—The heavy Royal Artillery guns that
accompanied the force were placed under the
direction of Major May. He displayed energy
and zeal.

Major A. Hamilton-Gordon, Royal Artillery.—
As usual, the fire of the 61st Howitzer Battery
was admirably directed.

Colonel (local Ma^r-General) J. F. Brockle-
hurst, M.V.O.—The 2nd Cavalry Brigade had
no opportunity of combined action, but General
Brocklehurst's dispositions contributed to the
general success. On the 10th June, the 18th
Hussars gave valuable assistance and well-timed
support to the South African Light Horse; on
the llthJune, a valuable reconnaissance, through
a difficult country occupied by the enemy, was
made by Captain E. C. Haag, 18th Hussars, and
on the 12th the occupation of Volksrust by
Captain E. S. E. Harrison, llth Hussars,
attached to the 19th Hussars, with a small
party of that regiment, was very well affected,
and the measures he took for the seizure of


