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lantry secured for us the lower sangars and a
position at the foot of the hill, which ensured
our ultimate success.

30. That night the enemy made a heavy
attack on our left. There was hard fighting, a
good deal of it hand to hand, prisoners being
taken and retaken, and several bayonet charges
being delivered. The Rifle Keserve Battalion,
a scratch regiment made up by combining the
drafts for the three rifle battalions in Ladysmith,
under command of Major Stuaxt-Wortley, be-
haved very well. The men withheld their fire,
and, waiting in their sangars till the enemy were
within 20 yards, went in with the bayonet.

31. The enemy also attacked in the evening
the position taken during the day by General
Hart, but in both cases our positions were held
and the enemy repulsed.

32. We had now been fighting continuously
for 72 hours, had obtained a position in front of
Onderbrook Spruit, which divided the enemy,
and forced him to make a long detour if he
wished to reinforce his forces to the east of us
from those on Grobelaars Kloof and the Lady-
smith road, while the advance of General Hart's
Brigade gave us a position in front of the
enemy's extreme left. I saw that if I could effect
a crossing nearer to the east of the -position
occupied by General Hart, I should be able to
turn the enemy's left and drive him from his
positions.

33. On the 24th, the rugged crests of the
south bank of the Tugela from Hlangweni to
Monte Cristo were searched for a roadway, and
a Kaffir path was found by Lieut.-Colonel
Sandbach, E.E., which gave access to the river
below the cataract, exactly at the back of General
Hart's position. Road making was at once
commenced on both sides of the river. I with-
drew the garrison from Frere, reduced that at
Chieveley, and called up-every gun and man I
could muster for the final assault.

34. After the fighting of the 23rd, which con-
tinued on both flanks long into the night, we
brought in, all the dead and wounded we could
find in the dark, but as soon as it was light the
enemy fired upon our stretcher bearers, and also
upon Medical Officers who bravely went out to
tend the wounded, and we were obliged to leave
them lying unattended the whole day ia the sun.
Among them were also some of the enemy's own
men.

35. During the 24th the Artillery duel con-
tinued, the enemy constantly bringing guns into
position, and removing them directly our guns
found their position. They also kept up a con-
stant and annoying long-range rifle fire upon our
position.

36. On the 25th, Sunday, I directed my guns
not to fire unless attacked, and proposed to the
enemy a cessation of hostilities to bury dead
and bring in wounded, many of whom on both
sides had been lying unattended for 40 hours or
more. This the Commandants, who were, I
believe, Botha and Lucas Meyer, at length
assented to, but they insisted on taking as
prisoners all the men not very badly wounded.
I attach a copy of a statement made by one of
our men, "B."

37. Throughout the 25th work at the new
roads was being pressed, and the baggage of the
llth Brigade, and all the heavy guns were
passed over the pontoons back to Hlangweni.
At 8 p.m. the enemy emphasised the recom-
"inencement of hostilities by opening a tremen-
dous rifle fire from all his positions, but little

0 2

damage was done. The rest of the night was
quiet.

38. During the 26th the guns were got into
position, and a slow bombardment was kept up,
so that every battery and every gun got the
exact ranges of all the targets within their
respective zones.

39. By 6 p.m. the approaches to the new
bridge were complete, and during the night of
26th—27th, the pontoons were taken up,
brought round, and by 10.30 a.m. the 27th, the
new bridge was ready for traffic. At this moment
I received from Lord Roberts a " clear the line "
telegram, announcing the surrender that morn-
ing of General Cronje and his force. The good
news was communicated to the troops as they
were moving to attack and, received with loud
cheers, added an extra fillip to their already
intense desire for victory.

40. On the left, General Coke aud the 10th
Brigade occupied the Colenso kopjes, and had
the 73rd Battery, Royal Field Artillery, iu
position firing north-west, commanding the Lady-
smith road, and the avenues by which any force
could approach our left.

41. General Lyttelton, with the Royal Fusi-
liers and Royal Welsh Fusiliers of the 6th
Brigade, and the Devonshire Regiment, Royal
West Surrey, two companies West Yorkshire,
and two companies East Surrey, of the 2nd
Brigade, with four companies Scottish Rifles of
the 4th Brigade, under General Hildyard, held
the hills between the Onderbrook and Langer-
wachte Valleys. These Brigades were sadly
mixed, but the necessity of supporting General
Hart's advance, and the impossibility of with-
drawing men from the firing line during day-
light, had rendered this unavoidable.

42. General Lyttelton was supported by the
28th and 78th Batteries, Royal Field Artillery,
placed on the south side of the Tugela, on the
western spurs of Hlangweni, the 28th Battery
firing west up Onderbrook Spruit, and the 78th
north up Langerwachte. On the high crest of
the northern spur of Hlangweni were the 64th
Battery Royal Field Artillery, two naval 4.7-inch
guns and four naval 12-pr. Q.F. guns. East of
them were four guns of the 4th Mountain
Battery, then two naval 4.7-inch on platform
mountings, then "A" Battery, Royal Horse
Artillery, the 63rd Battery, Royal Field Artil-
lery, then on Green Hill the 19th Battery, Royal
Field Artillery, under cover of Green Hill the
61st Howitzer Battery, and behind them on
Fussy hill four 5-inch guns of the 16th Com-
pany Royal Garrison Artillery. On the extreme
left were two Mountain Battery guns and four
12-pr. naval guns mounted high up on the
northern slopes of Monte Cristo. There was
thus a battery of 76 guns on a front of about
4| miles. Every sangar and important point
of the enemy's position had been given a name,
the gun positions were connected up by
signallers, and special observers were posted at
the principal points. At Chieveley were one
naval 6-inch Q.F. gun, three naval 4.7-inch and
two naval 12-prs. These guns covered the
Colenso—Ladysmith road and the deep kloofs
on each side of it which were very strongly held
by the enemy, who, I think, really expected us
to attack on that side.

43. The whole south bank of the Tugela
from opposite the junction of the Onderbrook
Spruit to Monte Cristo was lined by the Border
Regiment and the Rifle Reserve Battalion with
all the machine guns we could muster, to keep


