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during the night. These guns were accompanied
by naval detachments and a working party of
Royal Engineers and Gordon Highlanders, who
were consequently on Wagon Hill when the
attack commenced at 2.30 a.m. on the morning
of 6th January. This attack was first directed on
the centre of the southern face of Wagon Hill,
whence it spread east and west. It fell directly
on the squadron of Imperial Light Horse, under
Lieutenant G. M. Mathias, and the Volun-
teer Hotchkiss Detachment under Lieutenant
E. N. W. Walker, who clung most gallantly to
their positions, and did invaluable service in
holding in check till daylight the Boers who
had gained a footing on the hill within a few
yards of them. The extreme south-west point
of the hill was similarly held by a small mixed
party of Bluejackets, Royal Engineers, Gordon
Highlanders, and Imperial Light Horse, under
Lieutenant Digby Jones, R.E. The remainder
of the hill was defended by the companies of 1st
Bn. King's Royal Rifle Corps. Shortly after
3 a.m. An attack was developed against the
south-east end of Caesar's Camp (which was gar-
risoned by the 1st Bn. Manchester Regiment),
and on the thorn jungle between that hill and
the Klip River, which was held by the Natal
Mounted Volunteers. As soon as the alarm
reached me, I ordered the Imperial Light Horse,
under Lieut.-Colonel A. H. M. Edwards, to pro-
ceed as rapidly as possible to Wagon Hill, and
the Gordon Highlanders to Caesar's Camp.
Shortly afterwards, four companies, 1st Bn.
King's Royal Rifle Corps, and four companies,
2nd Bn. King's Royal Rifle Corps, were ordered
to march at once on Wagon Hill, and the
2nd Bn. Rifle Brigade on Caesar's Camp. This
section of my defences was under the command
of Colonel Ian Hamilton, C.B., D.S.O., wh«>,
judging that Wagon Hill was the point most
seriously threatened, proceeded there himself,
where he arrived about dawn, bringing with him
a company of the 2nd Bn. Gordon Highlanders
under Major Miller Wallnutt. Perceiving that
the close and deadly nature of the fighting made
it impossible for one Officer to adequately com-
mand on both hills, I directed Colonel Hamilton
to devote his attention to Wagon Hill, while I
entrusted the defence of Csesar's Camp to Lieut.-
Colonel A. E. R. Curran, 1st Bn. Manchester
Regiment, who had been stationed there with
his battalion ever since the commencement of
the siege, and was specially acquainted with the
locality. I ordered Major W. E. Blewitt's
battery of Royal Field Artillery, escorted by the
5th Dragoon Guards, to move out by Range
Post and endeavour to prevent reinforcements
reaching the enemy from the west. Major A. J.
Abdy's battery of Royal Field Artillery I sent to
Colonel Royston, Commanding Natal Mounted
Volunteers, to take up position on the Klip
River Flats and shell the south-eastern corner of
Caasar's Camp, where the enemy had effected a
lodgment.

The Imperial Light Horse reached Wagon Hill
at 5.10 a.m., and were at once pushed into action.
They pressed forward up to and over the western
edge of the flat crest of the hill to within a few
yards of the enemy, who held the opposite edge
of the crest. They thus afforded a most welcome
relief to the small garrison of the hill, but they
themselves suffered very severely in occupying
and maintaining their position. The company
of 2nd Bn. Gordon Highlanders, which arrived
with Colonel Hamilton, was sent under cover of
the western slopes to reinforce the extreme
south-west point of the hill, and to endeavour
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to work round so as to outflank the enemy, but
were unable to do so owing to the extreme
severity of. the fire kept up by the Boers from
Mounted Infantry Hill and from every available
scrap of cover in Bester's Valley, which they
occupied in great numbers. At 7 a.m., four
companies 1st Bn. King's Royal Rifle Corps
and four companies 2nd Bn. King's Royal Rifle
Corps arrived, and about 8 a.m., one of these
companies, followed shortly afterwards by
another, was sent to reinforce the extreme south-
western point of the hill, but although gallantly
holding their own under a rain of shells and
bullets, no progress could be made either there
or on the main ridge. Meanwhile the 21st and
42nd Batteries, Royal Field Artillery, and the
naval 12-pr. on Caesar's Camp, were in action
against Mounted Infantry Hill and the scrub on
either side of it, and were of great assistance in
keeping down the violence of the enemy's fire.
Colonel Hamilton, seeing plainly that the only
way of clearing out those of the enemy's marks-
men who were established on the eastern crest
of Wagon Hill, within a few yards of our men,
was by a sudden rush across the open, directed
Major Campbell to tell off a company of the 2nd
Bn. King's Royal Rifle Corps to make the
attempt, which however failed, Lieutenant
N. M. Tod, who commanded, being killed, and
the men falling back to the cover of the rocks
from behind which they had started. The
fighting continuing stationary and indecisive, at
10 a.m. I sent the 5th Lancers to Caasar's Camp
and the 18th Hussars to Wagon Hill, two
squadrons 19th Hussars having been previously
posted on the ground near Maiden Castle to
guard against any attempt of the enemy to turn
Wagon Hill from the west.

For some time the fighting slackened con-
siderably, the Boers being gradually driven
down below the crest line, except at a single
point where they were favoured by excellent
cover, with a flat open space in front of it. At
1 p.m., however, a fresh assault was made with
great suddenness on the extreme south-west
point of the hill, our men giving way for a
moment before the sudden outburst of fire and
retiring down the opposite slope. Fortunately
the Boers did not immediately occupy the crest,
and this gave time for Major Miller Wallnutt,
2nd Bn. Gordon Highlanders, Lieutenant Digby
Jones, R.E., Lieutenant P. D. Fitzgerald (llth
Hussars), Adjutant Imperial Light Horse,
Gunner W. Sims, R.N., and several non-com-
missioned officers, Imperial Light Horse, to rally
the men; while Major E. C. Knox, Commanding
18th Hussars brought up a portion of his regi-
ment, which was in reserve at the foot of the hill,
to act dismounted.

The top was reoccupied just as the three fore-
most Boers reached it, the leader being shot by
Lieutenant Digby Jones, R.E., and the two others
by No. 459 Trooper H. Albrecht, Imperial Light
Horse. Had they survived I should have had
great pleasure in recommending both Lieutenant
Jones and Trooper Albrecht for the distinction
of the Victoria Cross. I regret to say that
both were killed before the conclusion of the
action.

At 3.30 p.m., a storm of wind and rain of
extraordinary severity set in and lasted for 3
hours. During its continuance the 5th Dragoon
Guards, 5th Lancers, and 1| squadrons 19th
Hussars reinforced Wagon Hill, acting dis-
mounted. About 4.45 p.m., when the storm was
at its worst, the portion of our troops holding the
extreme s,outh-west point of the hill were again


