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ary terminus, and here our engine was derailed
and upset. The enemy evidently feared that it
carried a cargo of explosives, as they did not
approach it next morning until they had sent a
number of shells into it from their artillery.

18. On the 24th November we had the mis-
fortune to lose 228 oxen, which were captured
by the enemy. Owing to lack of rain the graz-
ing within our lines had become insufficient for
all our animals, and a number of our cattle had
to be grazed outside our defences, wherever a
re-entrant gave them some protection from
capture. Owing to the carelessness of certain
civilian conductors, these oxen were allowed to
stray too far out and seeing this the Boers com-
menced bursting shells on our side of the cattle
in order to hasten their movements. In this
they were successful, the Kafirs in charge aban-
doning their animals in order to seek shelter.
As soon as the occurrence was noticed, the
Mounted Infantry Company of the 1st Bn.
Leicestershire Regiment, under Captain C.
Sherer, was sent out to try and head them back,
but it was then too late, and though Captain
Sherer did all that was possible and drove back
a considerable number, under a heavy musketry
fire from the enemy, yet, as already mentioned,
the enemy obtained possession of 228 head.

19. Beyond the usual daily bombardment
nothing worth recording took place till 27th No-
vember, which was marked by the unmasking of
a new 6-inch gun on Middle Hill, and a very
evident increase in the number of Boers in our
immediate vicinity. An attack on our positions
seemed likely, and all precautions were takcjn
accordingly, but next day news arrived of Major-
General Hildyard's fight at Mooi River, and the
consequent withdrawal of the Boers to the north
of the Tugela, which fully explained the in-
creased numbers visible from Ladysmith. j

20. On the 28th November, two 6.3-inch how-
itzers were sent to occupy emplacements whkjh
had been prepared for them on the reverse slope
of Wagon Hill; a naval 12-pr. was also placed
on Caesar's camp. From this position they
opened fire next day, and proved able to quite
keep down the fire from the enemy's 6-inch gun
on Middle Hill, which some days afterwards was
withdrawn from that position. I arranged an
attack on Rifleman's Ridge for the night of 29th
November, but was compelled to abandon it, as
just at sunset the enemy very strongly reinforced
that portion of their line. There can, I think,
be no doubt that my plan had been disclosed to
them, and indeed throughout the siege I have
been much handicapped by the fact that every
movement or preparation for movement which
has taken place in Ladysmith,- has been at once
communicated to the Boers. The agents through
whom news reached them, I have, unfortunately,
failed to discover. I have sent away or locked
up every person against whom reasonable
grounds of suspicion could be alleged, but
without the slightest effect.

21. Two civilians, who had volunteered to
blow up the Sunday's River railway bridge,
started on their perilous journey on 29th Novem-
ber, and returned here on 1st December. They
reached the bridge without mishap, and duly
placed the charges, but owing to not fully under-
standing the use of the fuze, only one out of four
charges exploded.

22. On 29th November also we observed
flashing signals on the clouds at night from
Estcourt and were able to jead a portion of a
message. At a later period of the siege no
difficulty was experienced in reading such

messages, but we were without means of reply-
ing in similar fashion.

23. 30th November was a day of very heavy
bombardment, a new 6-inch gun opening fire
from Gun Hill and doing much damage. One
shell in particular entered the Town Hall which
we had hitherto used as a hospital, killing and
wounding 10 persons. It was found necessary
to evacuate the building and place the hospital
under canvas in a gorge where the protection
from shell fire was better. This severe bom-
bardment continued throughout 1st and 2nd
December, but fortunately proved comparatively
harmless. On the latter date heliographic com-
munication via. Weenen was restored after
having been interrupted for a long period.

24. On 3rd December General Joubert sent
me a letter alleging that we had made unfair
use of the Intombi Camp, and proposing that it
should be broken up. In reply, I dealt in detail
with the points raised, none of which had any
foundation in fact, and as a result the breaking
up of the camp was not pressed.

25. On 5th December, at 1.30 a.m., two com-
panies of the 2nd Bn. Rifle Brigade moved out,
under Captain J. E. Gough, to surprise Thorn-
hill's Farm which the enemy were in the habit
of occupying with a picket at night. The enter-
prise was very well conducted, but the farm was
unfortunately found unoccupied.

26. On the night of 7th December, Major-
General Sir A. Hunter, E.C.B., D.S.O., made a
sortie for the purpose of destroying the Boer
guns on Gun Hill, which had been giving us
much annoyance. His force consisted of 500
Natal Volunteers, under Colonel Royston, and
100 men Imperial Light Horse, under Lieut.-
Colonel A. H. M. Edwards, with 18 men of the
Corps of Guides, under Major D. Henderson,
D.A.A.G. for Intelligence, to direct the column,
and four men Royal Engineers and 10 men No.
10 Mountain Battery, Royal Garrison Artil-
lery, under Captain Fowke and Lieut, Turner,
Royal Engineers, with explosives and sledge
hammers for the destruction of the guns when
captured. Sir A. Hunter's arrangements were
excellent throughout, and he was most gallantly
supported by all his small force. Gun Hill was
taken, a 6-inch Creusot and a 4.7-inoh howitzer
destroyed, and a Maxim captured and brought
into camp. Our loss was only one Officer and
seven men wounded. I consider that Major-
General Sir A. Hunter deserves the greatest
credit for this very valuable service for which
he volunteered. He brings to my notice
specially the gallant behaviour of Colonel W.
Royston, Commanding Volunteers, Natal, Lieut.-
Colonel A. H. M. Edwards (5th Dragoon Guards),
Commanding Imperial Light Horse, Major D.
Henderson, D.A.A.G. for Intelligence (wounded),
Major A. J. King, Royal Lancaster Regiment,
Major Karri Davis, Imperial Light Horse, Cap-
tain G. H. Fowke, R.E., and Lieutenant E. V.
Turner, R.E., whose names I have much pleasure
in bringing forward for favourable consideration.

27. The same night three companies of the
1st Bn. Liverpool Regiment, under Lieut.-Colonel
L. S. Mellor, seized Limit Hill, and through
the gap in the enemy's outpost line thus created,
a squadron 19th Hussars penetrated some 4
miles towards the north, destroying the enemy's
telegraph line and burning various kraals and
shelters ordinarily occupied by them. No loss
was incurred in this enterprise. At the same
time five companies 1st Bn. Leicestershire Regi-
ment, under Lieut-Colonel G. D. Carleton,
visited Hyde's and McPherson's farms, usually


